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The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

gave Mary while Mary was 
cuddling her babies. 
     Once a week Mary's dad 
loaded his panel truck with Mary 
and his projector, and away 
they'd go to nearby little towns 
where the merchants purchased  

    By Shirley Calvin 
     Mary was born in 
Dunnell, Mn. on a farm near 
the Iowa border. She and 
her older sister graduated 
from Sherburne High. Mary 
was very much a farm girl.... 

driving a tractor, gathering her 
chicken's eggs, tending the 
mama pigs and babies and 
working the apple and cherry 
trees. That tending pigs thing 
can be very dangerous---such 
as the 500 yard dash "mama" 
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 It was a profound joy to 
be involved in this year’s GBX 
class with Dr. Sam Vinton and 
for many reasons.  First of all, I 
am sure I was not alone in truly 
being encouraged and blessed 
by Dr. Sam’s enthusiastic 
approach to teaching.  He not 
only laid out a wide range of 
pertinent information in 
systematically teaching on 
revelation and inspiration, but 
he also mingled throughout 
each lesson personal and 
practical applications for a 
strong view of the Bible.  His 
experience on the mission field 
and in the area of translation 
proved an invaluable point of 
reference for dealing with 
issues of transmission and 
divine preservation.   He was 
fun to study with and it was a 
joy to sit under his teaching 
once again. 
 A second blessing to 
me in the class was the joy of 
sharing this time of study with 
so many individuals from our 
church family.  As I looked 
across the room and saw young 
people and retired people with 
equal attentiveness thinking 
through the important issues of 
the scriptures, my heart just 
overflowed with gratification.  It 
is indeed a blessing to 
“fellowship together” in study 

and in the fulfillment of an 
important task.  My hat is off 
to those who made such 
diligent effort throughout this 
week, attending all the 
classes and working through 
all the material so carefully.  It 
is so enjoyable sharing in 
such an endeavor together. 
Perhaps the greatest blessing 
that came to me in spending 
a week considering our riches 
in the scriptures was the 
evidence of God’s love and 
faithfulness in preserving His 
Word.  I’m so thankful for the 
amazing proof of His 
providential hand protecting 
the Word through the 
centuries, assuring that each 
of us in this modern age 
would have a trustworthy 
revelation of His desires for 
faith and life.   In the face of 
great spiritual opposition in 
almost every historical era 
seeking to suppress and 
remove God’s Word from 
men’s hands, God has always 
found a way.  At times the 
Word was preserved at great 
cost as many sacrificed their 
lives to translate the Word 
and preach it to their fellow 
man. 
 It is hard to even 
conceive of how many copies 
of the scriptures have been 

burned and destroyed in evil 
attempts by some to eradicate 
the influence of Christianity.  
Yet, we have astounding 
numbers of manuscripts that 
reach to the earliest centuries, 
providing us with more 
confirmations of the original 
writings of scripture than any 
other text of the time.  The 
evidence is so strong for the 
preservation of the Word and 
the scribal efforts were so 
pains-taking that it moves me 
deeply to see God’s hand 
behind it all.  If God is able to 
convey His Word to us 
supernaturally through the 
inspiration of godly men under 
the direct working of the Holy 
Spirit, He is also able to 
protect that Word from the 
influences of the “enemy of 
truth” and provide for each one 
of us an absolutely trustworthy 
manual for life centuries later.  
The closer I look at the Word 
of God the more deeply my 
heart is confirmed in the grace 
of God and all I can say is that 
I am truly thankful! 

Vacation Bible 
School  

July 26-30,  
9:00am 12:00pm 

Ages 3 - 6th 
Grade 
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MIKE BENSON - Mike was hospitalized 
after he blacked out Friday, June 18th. He 
had a pacemaker put in on Thursday, June 
24th, and everything went very well. Pray 
that he makes a complete recovery. 
 

JAMES KING - (Philip & Dawn King’s father) 
Philip’s father passed away Wednesday, 
June 9th. His Memorial Service was June 
24th in Tennessee. Praise the Lord, he 
accepted Jesus as his Savior in May!  Pray 
for Philip, Dawn, and their family during this 
difficult time.  
 

TONY BERGLUND - Tony started daily 
radiation treatments Thursday, June 17th. 
These will continue daily Monday - Friday, 
through July. Pray for good results and little 
side affects. You can get updates at 
caringbridge.org/visit/tonyberglund. 
 

KEIRA ANDERSON - Please Pray for Keira 
as she prepares to go to Hong Kong and 
Cambodia this summer as an English 
Teacher with a team from Grace Bible 
College. She will be leaving July 2 and will 
be returning August 8th.  
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God Bless You 
on  

Your Special 
Day!  

 
 

July Birthdays 
7-05 Steve Gowdy, Aimee Johnson 
7-06 Carrie Anderson, Ronn Gunn 
7-07 Sharon DeJoy, Stephen Zunker 
7-10 Ariana Martinez, Kaylee  
        Martinez 
7-11 Ruthann Schmitt 
7-14 Rhonda Brandt,  Linda Nix, 
        Aaron Triplett 
7-16 Jonathan Brandt, Reed Dietel,    
        Mike Gray, Duane Larson 
7-17 Sara Schmitt 
7-18 Carol Anderson, Zack Gowdy 
        Eric Bottema 
7-19 James Josephson, Heidi Phillips 
7-21 Colin Nelson 
7-23 Donna Gray 
7-25 Jeremy Thon 
7-27 Leah Crumb, Mary Dybevik, 
        Mike Von Arx   
7-28 Joel Anderson, Keira Anderson, 
        Ruth Keller, David Naughton 
7-30 Beth Osterlund 
7-31 Ed Calvin, Anna Marie Method 

Anniversaries 
7-02 Andy & Sue Hollenbeck 
7-02 Ray & Evelyn Lundgren 
7-02 Vincent & Diane Martin 
7-03 John & Sandra Toeller 
7-08 Howie & Mary Cleveland 
7-10 Merlin & Ruth Keller 
7-13 Steve & Darlene Gowdy 
7-15 Mark & Kathy Matychuk 
7-17 Bruce & Carol Anderson 
7-22 Robb & Diana Schirmer 
7-24 Arthur & Gretchen Matychuk 
7-25 Dwight & Darlene Anderson 
7-25 Malcholm & JoAnn Fraser 
7-26 Justin & Erin Brooks 
7-28 Ferrin & Elisa Reid 
7-31 Andy & Corinne Papulas 

Missionary Birthdays 
7-02 Sally Selfors 
7-09 Trevor Sherman, Leah Benton 
7-17 Jenny Green 
7-24 Elly Campos 
7-28 Nathan Campos 
7-31 Dan Spooner 

Missionary Anniversaries 
7-07 Cory & Kim Hodgson 
7-14 Jerry & DeAnna Olson 

 Getting to know You… 

movies and Mary's dad showed them from 
his truck in the park. People brought lawn 
chairs or sat on blankets, kids ran around 
with popcorn or ice cream. Right out of 
Norman Rockwell. Wish dad was still 
around....Wouldn't that be fun?! 
     Mary eventually migrated to the Twin 
Cities. Her first job was a page at First 
National Bank. While there she lived with 
her sister and husband till she quickly 
formed a friendship with a gal also working 
at the Bank and they shared an apartment. 
Then Mary went to work for North Central 
Airlines which became Republic which 
became Northwest which is now Delta. 
How confusing!! After that Mary took a 
position with the Platinum Group and guess 
who her supervisor was? Donna Gray! Oh, 
can't you just picture those two!!! Now she 
is a substitute librarian for Scott County. 
     Husband Bob appeared on the scene 
when Mary's Aunt and Uncle arranged a 
blind date. They married in 1982, have a 
son, Tim, who is studying to be an 
architect. Sadly she had a stillborn baby. 
     Like Pastor Art, Mary was saved by 
listening to Billy Graham. However, Art was 
at a Crusade and Mary was listening to the 
radio. Both felt a terrific calling and received 
the Lord then and there. Mary and Bob tried 
various churches but Mary was sold on  

 
 
Bethesda. The preaching from the Word 
and the friendliness of the people did it. 
Mary felt "God is here" and the people truly 
loved one another.  
     Gretchen Matychuk approached Mary 
saying Pam Myhra needed assistance in 
AWANA----so Mary answered the call after 
praying for guidance and has been a 
faithful leader ever since. 
     I love one of Mary's cute childhood 
stories. She was 4 when she had her 
tonsils out. She was sure that whole event 
was Mom's fault so---she ran away------to 
Grama's--------till supper time------when ice 
cream was served!!! 
     Mary's favorite Scripture: John 14:27. 
Isn't she great? And aren't we blessed? 

 

LUKE GOWDY - Luke had to have an 
emergency appendectomy on Monday, 
June 14th. Everything went very well. He 
was able to go home on Tuesday, June 
15th. Pray that his recovery goes well. 
 

AIMEE JOHNSON - Aimee left for 
Uruguay on June 17th. She will be there 
for two years. Praise God she arrived 
safely. Pray for her adjustment to the 
seasonal change, as it is winter now. 
Pray that the Lord helps her recover from 
jet lag and adjust quickly to all that is 
taking place around her! She will be 
getting in contact soon with the woman 
who might be able to provide housing for 
her. Pray that God works out all of the 
details. Pray for the Lord’s guidance and 
protection, for she wants His best and to 
do this His way! 
 

PRAISE - Samantha Cheney, Peggy 
Philips 4 year old grandniece, was able to 
go home after 52 days in the hospital. 
Continue to pray as she adjusts to her new 
routine and her new health care workers.  

Bob, Tim, and Mary Dybevik 
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To Register Call:  952-226-6651  
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Get ready for an  
Adventure of a lifetime!  

July 26-30 
9:00 a.m. to Noon  

 

Children ages:   

3 Years to 6th Grade 
 Bible Stories - 

Crafts -  Games - 
Skits - Songs - 
Cool snacks 

Calling all 
kids...  

 �#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($� ���

August 23-24-25, 2010 
 

Join us for our tenth annual Adult Bible 
Conference where we expect a tremendous 

blessing in God’s Word and in Christian 
fellowship. You don’t want to miss this excellent 

opportunity to be challenged in the 
Word with great Christian friends.  

  

Speaker :  Les Feldick with 
    “Through the Bible”  
Location : The Associated Retreat     
        Center - Osceola, Wisconsin 

 

Brochures are available in foyer or call  
the church office 952-226-6651 

 

August 20-22 , Les will be teaching at Bethesda 
Church, Friday & Saturday evening from 7:00 pm 

to 9 pm, and Sunday morning at 9:00 am and 
10:15 am, followed by a Pot Luck Dinner. 
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Alex McGillick is 
"enjoying" boot camp at 
Ft. Benning, Ga. Let's all 
keep him in our prayers for 
good health and strength. 
Every spring Darlene 
Cherry, Steve Gowdy, Peg 
Phillips, Patty and Steve 

Johnson burn up the links at Falcon Ridge, I 
doubt that golf course ever recovers! 
John Francis took Michael and Jamee on a 
canoe trip in the Boundary Waters. They put 
in at Seagull Lake and had a blast. Jamee 
and Michael learned from Dad's Boy Scout 
experience --- Be Prepared. They had lovely 
weather till the last night. Tornadoes ripped 
through Mn. but, thankfully, not where they 
were. They had rigged a tarp over their 
campsite...just in case. Well, just in case 
came and they weathered the storm just fine. 
They all caught fish and you can now look to 
Jamee and Michael if your having a campfire 
cookout. I saw beautiful pictures.... one very 
interesting of John with outstretched arms 
showing "the one that got away".....just 
before the photo was taken! 
VBS is gonna be fun. A rain-forest! Parrots, 
frogs, monkeys, butterflies. Tim Osterlund 
painted another background like he did last 
year. I really have to be on my tiny toes what 
with critters and snakes roaming about. 
Angela Toeller and Sean Norris are 
"cloggers". They perform all over. Watch for 
them at the State Fair. Sean also excels at 
"Swing Dancing" (music from the 40's). Right 
down my mouse alley....I love the jitterbug. 
Be thankful Richard and Marie Penn are 
back with us. The happy honeymooners 
decided to cross the bridge at Sault Ste. into 
Canada with NO passports! 
Marie just wanted some "pretty pictures" and 
then they'd turn around on the Canadian side 
and return. All went well until-----they tried  
re-entering the U.S. Border guards---with 
guns---ordered them searched, their car 
searched, and they weren't exactly happy! It 
took some "sweet talk" from Marie to 
straighten things out. 
Bob & Lynna Schauer had a great time at 
Cowboy Camp even though the Lord tried 
creating a pontoon out of their motor-home. 
They experienced a "bit " of rain. Hey, 
congrats you two on 25 years of living 
happily after and after each other! 
Emily Christianson broke her arm---------------
falling off a "Teeter-Totter"!!! 
 

Thought for the month: 
Never miss an opportunity to get out  

and take a walk with God! 
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 The Bethesda Church AWANA club year ended with the annual closing 
program Wednesday, May 5, 2010. All four AWANA clubs made presentations of 

awards, performed favorite club songs, and/or shared 
key Bible verses. Each club’s portion of the program 
was lead by their respective AWANA club director: the 
Cubbies Club was directed by Mary Nelson, the 
Sparkies Club was directed by Carol Anderson, the 
Girls Truth & Training Club was directed by Joyce 
Gunn, and the Boys Truth & Training Club was 
directed by Paul Ebert.  
     Mariah Russell was presented with the Timothy 

Trophy for her completion of all four Truth & Training books. Great job, Mariah! 
     Many thanks go to each and every Bethesda 
Church AWANA volunteer for their dedicated 
service! During the closing program special 
recognition was given to AWANA workers 
receiving service pins for their years of faithful 
service. Individuals receiving their 5-year service 
pin were:  Paul Brandt (8yrs), Andrew Dykstra  
(5 yrs), Corrine Horn (8 yrs), Savannah 
Koskovich (6 yrs), Bob Nelson (6 yrs), Tim 
Osterlund (7 yrs). Individuals receiving their  
10- year service pin were: Sarah Dykstra (11 yrs), John Johnson (10 yrs).   
Individuals receiving their 15-year service pin were: Paul Ebert (15 yrs), Pam 
Myhra (16 yrs), Melody Zunker (15 yrs). Individuals receiving their 20-year pin 
were: Carol Anderson (20 yrs), Mary Nelson (20 yrs). Individuals receiving their 
30-year pin were: Bruce Anderson (30 yrs), Beth Osterlund (31 yrs). Individuals 
receiving their 35-year pin were: Carolyn Bakke (36 yrs), Nadine Wentworth  
(36 yrs). Thank you for your participation in this vital and growing children’s 
ministry.  
 

                                  Sincerely, Pam Myhra, Bethesda AWANA Commander 
 

Romans 15:4 “For whatever was written in earlier ti mes was written for our 
instruction, that through perseverance and the enco uragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.” 

Wally 
Sez... 

          Special Honoring of Ken and Mary Mueller 
It was a joy on Sunday June 13th to focus a part of our morning service in honoring the 
Muellers.  Ken and Mary have served for over 50 years as missionaries in Brazil, first 
with Bethesda Mission and then with Grace Minis-
tries International.  Dr. Sam Vinton, Director of the 
mission presented them with a special plaque recog-
nizing their faithful service for all these years.  His 
comments were very touching as he stressed how 
blessed we are to have godly examples in our midst 
that encourage us to follow and serve the Lord as 
well.   The expression of joy and appreciation was 
wonderful as the congregation stood with lengthy 
applause and acknowledgement that, indeed, God’s 
hand has been obvious in the lives of these dear saints.  For many years they have contin-
ued a faithful literature ministry, writing original materials in the Portuguese language  
    and geared to the mindset of the Brazilian people.  We praise the Lord for Ken and    
           Mary and we pray for the Lord’s continued blessing through your lives.   
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