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Inside this issue:  

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or 
news you would like to 
have published, please 
submit articles to the 

church office by the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month.    

E-mail:bethesda@ 
bethesdachurch.com 

     Cheryl Soper (Ellen's sweet 
daughter) attended 12 grades in  
12 different schools. She was a 
military kid living in Texas, Co.,  
Japan---you name it! While a  
Junior at Bloomington High she 
"noticed" Al Larson and eventually 

became best friends with his 
sister, Phyllis (Engvall). 
     Alan (Kathleen Eleanor's 
sweet son) worked on a dairy 
farm through Jr. and Sr. High 
and then attended Macalester 
College. 

    Alan was "shy", so was Cheryl. 
He wanted to ask her out but  
worried about holding a conversa-
tion so he opted for tobogganing 
figuring not too much chit-chat 
was needed there. Afterward they 
were with friend  

        Watching the Winter Olym-
pic Games over the last few 
weeks was thoroughly enjoyable.  
Kathy and I found ourselves 
helplessly engrossed in the com-
petition and the excellence with 
which the athletes performed.  
We hated to see the games 
come to an end.  As is often the 
case, these world class events 
provided a number of interesting 
story lines that in many ways 
have spiritual applications.  The 
athletic themes in scripture call 
for us to run the race “so as to 
win” and to “lay aside every 
weight,…and run with endurance 
the race set before us…”.   
These thoughts frequently came 
to mind as races were often de-
cided by the slimmest of mar-
gins, even within 100ths of a 
second.   
        One story truly impacted 
me and that was the experience 
of Sven Kramer who won the 
5,000 meter speed skating com-
petition earlier and then finished 
the 10,000 meter event a full five 
seconds ahead of his nearest 
competitor.  This Dutchman was 
expected to win by everyone and 
arrived in Vancouver as a na-
tional hero to compete and claim 
gold. Amazingly, rather than re-
ceiving gold in the later race, he 
was disqualified for skating in the 
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wrong lane for the last eight laps 
of the 25-lap race after his 
coach yelled at him to switch 
lanes. Kramer was doing fine 
until his coach Gerard Kemkers 
guided him into the wrong lane.  
Sven was quoted as saying, 
"Usually, I don't want to blame 
anyone else, but this time I can't 
do anything else, I wanted to go 
to the outer lane, then just be-
fore the cone Gerard shouted: 
'Inner lane.' I thought: 'He's 
probably right,' and went to the 
inner lane. You have to decide 
in a split second. I should have 
gone with my own thoughts, but 
I was brought into doubt. I took 
a decision that I thought was 
good.  This is the worst moment 
of my career."   As a result of all 
that transpired the gold medal 
was handed to Korea's Lee  
Seung-hoon, and Sven ended 
up empty handed in that race 
even though he had the best 
time. 
        In the month of February 
our Sunday morning messages 
have focused on “Knowing the 
Will of God” and we have been 
encouraged through the Word to 
see that God deals with us in 
specific ways and in guiding 
ways.  What struck me from 
Sven’s experience is the fact 
that there are many, even well 

intentioned voices shouting at us 
at critical points in our lives. 
Sven said that he, “was brought 
into doubt” and he made a deci-
sion that was the worst of his 
career!  Obviously his coach did 
not intend to ruin his chances in 
the competition, but because of 
his failure to guide with truth, this 
athlete lost a tremendous oppor-
tunity.   It is for this reason that I 
find myself so thankful that God 
is involved in the process of 
leading us.  Men can get their 
facts wrong and even with good 
intentions be misdirected.  But 
the Lord’s promise is clear, “if 
any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives to all men 
generously and without re-
proach…”  The Lord is the coach 
who does not fail, even in the 
most heated of situations.   I love 
the Apostle Paul’s confidence, 
“that He who began a good work 
in you will perfect it until the day 
of Christ Jesus”, “for it is God 
who is at work in you both to will 
and to do His good pleasure.” 
         Man at the highest level of 
preparedness can mess up, but 
God is faithful and to be trusted 
in every step we take as our 
guide and helper.  May god 
bless each of you as you face 
the challenges and decisions of 
2010! 

(Cont. pg. 2) 
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God Bless 
You on  

Your Special 
Day!  

 

March Birthdays 
3-01 Sue Hollenbeck 
3-02 Paul Brandt     
        Sue Wigen 
3-03 Clarence Sutton 
        Amber Zunker         
3-04 John Toeller 
3-05 Ivy Brooks  
        Rindy Koukal 
        Lance Koskovich 
3-06 Becky Christenson 
        Malcholm Fraser 
3-07 Bill Jones 
3-08 Nancy Rolfe-Bailey 
3-11 Emilie Helberg 
        Mary Heath  
        Connie Sommers 
3-12 Katelyn Wentworth 
3-13 Kristianna Larson 
        Alex McGillick 
3-14 Jeremiah Schimp 
3-15 Terry Langnickel 
3-17 Lori Crumb 
        Arlene Sutton 
        Pat Wigen 
3-18 Joan Swenson 
3-19 Andy Hentges 
        Byron Smith 
        Nadine Wentworth 
3-20 Darlene Gowdy  
3-21 Sarah Dykstra 
        Hilary Gunn 
        Tim Peterson 
        Scott Thorne 
3-22 Sean Norris 
3-23 Alain Deniau 
       Jim Schmitt 
3-24 Connie Papulas 
        Shelley Waters 
3-26 Cassandra Martinez 
3-27 Mary Nelson 

Anniversaries 
3-03 Frosty & Cathy    
        Hansen       
3-14 Lance & Savannah  
        Koskovich          
3-20 Paul & Nicole Pedro 

Missionary Birthdays 
3-03 Sally Roth 
3-12 Dan Reed 
3-13 Steve Vinton 
3-16 DeAnna Olson 
3-26 James Sorteberg 

Anniversaries 
3-18 Gomer & Nene Indino 
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Mike Gamble (of the music group The Gamble 
Folk) and others. Al looked out the window 
and saw some guys pushing his car down the 
street. Seems he ruined a well-intentioned 
prank. They were going to tell Al his car was 
stolen. 
     Time came for another Soper move. This 
time it was to Taiwan. Cheryl informed Al  
saying, "Am I going to Taiwan or what?" 
Wisely, Al opted for "or what" and her folks 
were able to attend their wedding. Incidentally, 
they were married by Pastor Prince and 
Cheryl's Grandpa. 
     Right out of college Al's first job was his 
own Auto Body Shop in Bloomington. They 
lived right next door where Don and Duane 
were born. Five years later they moved to 
Burnsville and helped to establish Highland 
Bible Church where Art Matychuk became the 
first Pastor. The congregation met in an  
elementary school and in Larson's basement 
for the Evening Service. Soon the Myhra's, 
Keller's, and Schwandt’s came to Highland. As 
they grew they bought a Baptist Church where 
they remained for another 15 years. 
     Al's dad played the accordion and Al taught 
himself to play guitar. Cheryl says she knows 
almost every Johnny Cash song by heart! Al, 
two other guys and a gal formed a group 
called "In His Plan". They traveled about per-
forming at churches and doing concerts. Ask 
Kathleen Eleanor if you want to hear some  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
inspiring, beautiful spiritual music. 
     Pastor Art was followed by three more  
pastors and Highland Bible Church was  
dissolved in 1985. The Larson family attended 
another church for 20 years. Al was a worship 
leader and he has an interesting story about 
being “dunked” in a fertilizer tank. 
     During this time Al and Cheryl bought and 
worked a farm in New Prague, Mn. plus a lawn 
care service, a liquid fertilizer company and an 
auto body shop.   
These were tough years. Two boys in college, 
Derek was just born, Cheryl had back surgery 
and the farm folded. 
     They eventually ended up in their lovely spot 
near Jordan with the best neighbors anyone 
could want----the Francis family. Al has his own 
landscape business, Cheryl is in good health 
and their three boys are fantastic. They have 9 
wonderful grand-children and Bethesda is the 
richer for this marvelous family. 

MIKE SEVERSON - (Jim & Betty Crownover’s 
nephew) Mike is at the Craig Institute in Den-
ver. He is a quadriplegic and has developed  
severe sleep apnea. They are treating him 
and outfitting him with an apparatus to assist 
his breathing. 
MARY HEATH - Mary fell at work and broke 
her forearm and chipped her elbow. Pray for a 
quick and successful recovery. 
DORIS HOLLOWAY (Joel Holloway’s mother) 
Doris will be having exploratory surgery to find 
the source of her bleeding. Pray for healing 
and decisions that will need to be made. 
CONGRATULATIONS  - Paul & Merodie  
Johnson welcomed into their family a baby 
boy, Donovan William. He was born on Tues-
day, February 23rd, weighing in at 3lbs. 13oz. 
He was 3 1/2 weeks early. Congratulations to 
the proud Grandparents, Larry & Carolyn 
Bakke. Pray for Merodie as she recovers from 
a c-section, and for the baby who will be in the 
hospital for a few weeks to gain more weight. 

LARRY BAKKE  - Larry’s treatment went well. 
He has a few tests coming up.  Pray for good 
results. 
TONY BERGLUND - Tony will be seeing the 
chemo doctor on Thurs., March 4th to see if he 
should continue chemo. Please pray for 
strength and healing. Thank you so much for 
your love, concern, and above all your prayers. 
You can get updates at caringbridge.org/visit/
tonyberglund. 
ANDREA OSTERLUND  - Andrea has Crohns 
disease and she found out that she has a  
severe flare up. She will be starting a new treat-
ment the beginning of March. Pray that she  
responds well and can get into remission soon. 
PRAISE - Aaron Triplett has been accepted at 
Des Moines University - Medical School in 
Iowa. He will be attending school in the fall. This 
has been quite a long process and we are 
praising the Lord for this opportunity. Continue 
to pray for all the many transitions to go 
smoothly - moving, a place to live, and jobs this 
summer. 

Alan & Cheryl Larson 

Getting to know You… 
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April 2nd,  

Good Friday, 7 pm �
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To Experience An Easter Musical Concert  

 

            7:00 am    Sunrise Service  
       8:00 am   Easter Breakfast   
       9:00 am    Sunday School &  
                        Adult Bible Classes  
       9:55 am    Coffee Fellowship 
     10:15 am    Easter Worship Service  

 �

Register for camp by 
picking up a brochure and 

mailing it to Northern Grace 
Youth Camp.   

 

Summer 2010 Schedule  
“Take Flight—Our Upward Call”  

 

April 30-May 2    Spring Youth Retreat  
May 28-31          Memorial Work Weekend 
July 2-10             Counselors Training Week  
July 4-10    1st Family Camp 
July 11-17    Junior Camp (3-5 grade) 
July 18-24    Intermediate Camp (5-7 grade) 
July 25-31    Junior High Camp (7-9 grade) 
Aug 1-7              Senior High Camp (10-12 grade) 
Aug 8-14    2nd Family Camp  
Oct 22-24    Fall Youth Retreat 
 
You can save $20 on the fees for camp if you 
register by Sunday, March 15th. If you miss that 
cutoff you can still save $10 before May 15th. You 
can get registration forms in the foyer or register 
online at www.ngyc.org . They also have lots of 
pictures from camp last summer and the retreats on 
their website.  Kids... Check it out!   
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 Very soon Mary & Howie 
Cleveland will be hiking the 
red rocks of Sedona, Az. 

Mary, with 2 new hips, just 
since last Oct. Go girl! 
Speaking of warm climes, 
Lois & Vern Hendrickson 

recently returned from whale 
watching and "french silk/macadamia nut" ice 
cream cones on the Big Island of Hawaii. 
While Bruce & Carol Anderson awoke each 
morning to a thrilling view of Diamondhead 
and practically fell off their Lanai into the 
Ocean from Oahu. 
Jim & Betty Crownover are soaking up the 
sunshine in Florida. 
Richard Penn plays a "mean " harmonica! He 
performs every Christmas at the Mall Of 
America. Maybe his original compositions are 
so inspired 'cause he and Marie Dockendorf 
are getting married in June! 
Talking music----Mary Dybevik left a newspa-
per article outside my door with a photo of 
Rindy Koukal playing her violin with LaBeau 
Musica, a Burnsville/Savage/Eagan group.  
Peggy Phillips is in Bibleville, Tx.....near 
Alamo....looking at a retirement place.  
Darlene Cherry is flying down to visit, then the 
two of them will drive back. Hopefully, the trip 
home will be less eventful than Peg's drive 
down. She left in a snowstorm that started her 
sightseeing early. The highway was closed at 
Albert Lea so she got to know that town pretty 
well. 
Candy Davis is so attentive and thoughtful 
toward Carol Jankowski. She pops in with 
food, goodies or "funnies". Carol refers to her 
as her "Almond Joy"----------so sweet, but a 
little nutty!! 
Heidi and Dave Russell have expanded their 
family from 3 neat kids to 5 with the addition of 
their 3 yr. old twins from Haiti. Praise the Lord! 
At the Sweetheart Dinner Bonnie Johnson 
surprised everybody. She's a "funny girl". She 
also clued folks in on some of Gary's peculi-
arities! He has 4 remotes for 1 TV. Then we 
find out Dwight Anderson has 6!! 
Lynna Schauer also snitched on Bob. Periodi-
cally she'd ask, "Do you still love me?" Finally 
Bob answered, "If I change my mind I'll let you 
know!" Throw Dale Dugan's stand-up comedy 
into the mix and it's one evening of joy and 
laughter. 'Specially when Corinne and Andy 
show up. They didn't even know it.............but 
they brought me!  

Thought for the month:   
 Fake it.................till you make it 

 You can catch and spread a  
positively Infectious  

HAPPYDEMIC! 
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Wally 
Sez... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     This year we held our third annual Teen Gala. It is an event where the 
teens get to dress to the “nines” and enjoy a 4 course meal. There were 27 
teens that were able to attend, from Junior High to High School. The adults 
(12 of us) had the opportunity to serve our teens. This years theme was a 
‘Mystery’, the teens were invited to a ‘Movie Premier’, where they were the 

‘stars’ each one had a character to play during the 
evening and then solve the ‘whodunit’ by the end. 
We played a money game where they had to see 
who could have the most money by the end of the 
evening, Who Am I?, where they each had to solve 
what movie character was attached to their back 
and during dinner each table was given a premise to 
work from and create a skit to 
perform, (sticking with the 
‘movie’ theme idea). It was 
outstanding as each table 
stepped up to the task and 

did a wonderful job of presenting their skit. I personally 
have to say this is a truly wonderful way to encourage, 
edify, and uplift our teens in an expression of our love 
for them. I am thankful to have the opportunity to pour 
out my heart to our teens in this manner. Pray for 
many more years of serving our teens.   
                                                             ~Marcy Dugan 
     At the Gala the food was exquisite and the games 

were fun. Mrs. Dugan did an award-winning job planning 
and preparing the evening meal and events, and speak-
ing for everyone there, we want to say thank you.                                       
                                ~Michael Francis          
     The night was full of mystery and games. I enjoyed 
the excellent appetizers, dinner, and the beautiful des-
sert. I and many others, enjoyed skits performed by 
every table, charades, a movie character guessing 
game, and a money game. I would really like to thank 
Mrs. Dugan and all the volunteers that made this pre-
mier possible.                      ~Emily Christenson 
     On the evening of February 20th, an affair of  

nonpareil glamour, excitement, and mystery occurred. Blaming suspicious 
parties, laughing at improbable situations, and dining on exquisite food were 
all part of the evening.                                            ~Carl Christenson 
     The Teen Gala was a starring success. It included a mysterious story line, 
hilarious skits, a scrumptious meal, and wonderful fellowship. Again, Mrs. 
Dugan's hard work and superb organizational skills made it another wonderful 
teen event and for that I am very grateful.            ~Forrest Francis 
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Palm Sunday  
March 28th, 10:15 a.m.  

 

Good Friday  
April 2nd, 7:00 p.m.  

Easter Concert “My Savior Lives” 
Presented By: The Bethesda Choir 

 
Easter Sunday, April 4th  

   7:00 a.m.  Sunrise Service-Bethesda Church 
 

   8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast at Bethesda  
   

   9:00 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Classes  
 

   9:55 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
 

 10:15 a.m.  Easter Morning Worship Service  
  Pastor Mark Matychuk  
 

Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The LORD replied, “My Presence will go  
with you, and I will give you rest.              

Exodus 33:14 

Bethesda Church 
Women’s Retreat 

March  12-14, 2010 

“A Spiritual Spa” 
Pampering for  

the body and soul 

Mount Olivet Retreat Center 
Farmington, Minnesota 

 

Speaker: 
Susan McGarvey re

le
as

e 

replenish re
fr

es
h 

re
la

x 
re

fle
ct

 

rest 
rejoice 

renew
 


