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| recently found myself
scrolling through the channels
on my television and came

across a Bible teacher who was

talking about the life of faith. |
listened a bit and then became
discouraged as he began
emphasizing how important it
was for us to plant a seed that
God can then bless. Of course
you have probably heard these
appeals without end, just as |
have. The statements and
promises that are given take
scriptures out of context and
lure people to give money to a
ministry under false pretences.
It is obvious that the focus is
wrong because it capitalizes on
the wrong motives in giving.
Giving is encouraged by them
with the assurance that each
person will reap a return on
their investment in abundant
fashion.

on a basis of greed and
personal advantage for their
giving. It sours and ruins the
spirit and intention God gives
teaching us, “it is more blessed
to give than to receive”. ltis
surprising how similar the
appeals of various tele-
evangelists are in comparison
to the appeals by state lotteries
to invest a little with the dream
of gaining a bonanza in return.
As | continued reflecting on

Itis a sad thing to see
“ministers” appeal to individuals

the idea of planting, however, |
found myself not wanting to
throw out the baby with the
bath water. There are powerful
lessons in scripture surround-
ing the idea of the harvest God
provides. In Genesis 8:22 we
have God’s promise of harvest,
"Seedtime and harvest...shall
not cease" and in Galatians
6:7, God's message is clear
that, "...whatsoever a man
sows, this he will also reap".
We learn from this that there
are real consequences for our
actions and eternal laws apply
as we make behavioral choices
in life. What is most thrilling in
God’'s Word is the emphasis
upon spiritual harvest. We are
told that God’s Word is just like
seed planted that bears fruit. It
will not return void or empty,
but will accomplish what God
intended. (Isaiah 55:10-11)
God wants us to be burdened
for the spiritually lost and to
see the fields, "...they are
white already to harvest"

(John 4:35).

So when it gets down to it, |
believe with all my heart that
we should all be planting seed
that God can then bless. Not
for the sake of personal gain,
but to bring glory to our God
and Savior. Paul emphasizes
this for us in | Corinthians 3:6
when he emphasizes, “I

planted, Apollos watered, but
God was causing the growth.”
The fruit is connected in some
very important way to the
faithfulness of our planting
good seed, but the exciting
thing is that God gives the
increase, and the fruit is the
result of what He does! So
many television speakers are
encouraging people to give
and plant seed so that they
can receive a result that they
can see. | think God wants us
to lovingly plant seed so that
a harvest will result far be-
yond what we can ask or
even think. (Ephesians 3:20)
It apparently takes sixteen
pounds of corn seed to plant
an acre. The thrilling thing is
that at harvest time the yield
is typically 157 bushels of
corn per acre. Each bushel
weighs 56 Ibs. which means
as 16 pounds of corn is
planted it results in a harvest
of well over four tons, (8792
Ibs.) This is the kind of God
we have,... and some day in
glory we will all rejoice with
Him as our eyes are opened
to see what God has done as
we faithfully plant the seed He
has given. May the Lord truly
bless each of us as together
we are busy in God’s field.

~Pastor Mark Matychuk~

!

Carol grew up in
Richfield. After obtaining a
two- year degree from
Normandale in 1974, she
started flying for Northwest
Airlines. After several painful
mergers, she is now a Delta

employee. She’s also now in
the process of finishing a four-
year accounting degree.

Mike grew up in
Caledonia (SE Minn.). After a
brief stint as a carpenter, he
went to welding school,

followed by electrical school.
He began wiring in 1978,
continuing to the present.

In 1988, Carol met Mike at
country western dance class,
and they married in

(Continued on pg. 2)
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RUTH LILLEMOE - (Rhonda Brandt's
mother) Ruth went peacefully home to be
with her Lord and Savior, Wed., Jan. 13th.
Rhonda and Ruth’s sister Judy from Texas
were with her. Her Memorial Service was
at Bethesda Church, Sat. Jan. 16th. Pray
for Rhonda & Paul Brandt, and her family
during this difficult time.

TONY BERGLUND - Tony had a chemo
treatment on Mon., Jan. 15th. He will have
a cat scan done to see if there is any
improvement. Pray for strength and
healing. You can get updates at caring-
bridge.org/visit/tonyberglund.

LARRY BAKKE - Larry had a pet scan
and chemo the last week in January. He is
feeling pretty good. He did find out that the
tumors are shrinking. But the doctor has
ordered two additional treatments. Pray for
continued improvement.

BOB DUGAN - On January 25th, Bob went
into a diabetic coma because his blood
sugar was very low. He is now at St
Gertrudes Rehab center to get his strength
back up. Pray for a speedy recovery.

DAN DUGAN - (Dale Dugan’s brother)
Dan was diagnosed with pancreatic and
liver cancer in early December and passed
away on Dec. 31st.. Praise the Lord! Dan
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1989. They were active in several
churches simultaneously for the next 17
years.

God blessed them with their son,
Mike, in 1993, after doctors told Carol she
would likely never have a child. They call
this their miracle...Mike is a good student,
and active in football, wrestling, and track.
He wants to become a chemical engineer.

In May, 2006, Carol attended Les
Feldick’s seminar at Bethesda, coming into
contact with many friends from a former
church. By August, Bethesda became their
single church home.

Mike has enjoyed using his skills in
God'’s service, and has been a trustee at
Bethesda for over two years. Six years
ago, Mike was led to help in lawn care for
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center in
Savage. It's Scott County’s sole crisis
pregnancy center. While making every
attempt to save babies from abortion, the
gospel of Jesus Christ is boldly proclaimed.
Currently, Mike is serving on Alpha’s board

received the Lord as his personal Lord &
Savior after a visit from Dale & Dwight
Anderson. Pray for his family and friends
during this difficult time.
MERODIE JOHNSON - (Larry & Carolyn
Bakke’s daughter) She is doing very well
and the baby is mature enough to be born
anytime now. Larry & Carolyn are
anxiously awaiting the arrival of their first
grandchild. Pray for a safe delivery.
JANET WHEAT - (Judy Brown’s sister)
Janet is 60 years old. She had a heart
attack on Sunday, Jan. 24th. They put a
stent in and she needed another one.
Pray for good results and that she makes
a full recovery.
PRAISE - OUR CHILDREN ARE HOME!!!
We received a call Saturday, Jan. 23rd,
and we were on a plan to Miami within a
couple hours of that call. We got home
about 4:00 on Sunday, Jan. 24th, and it
has been an absolute joy watching our “5”
children interact with each other. We
thank our Father God for ALL he has
done for us. He has answered our prayers
and the many prayers of others. We thank
you so very much!

~DAVE & HEIDI RUSSELL

of directors. Mike has found that serving
God in these capacities puts a “smile on
his face”. Be encouraged to try this for
yourselves, and you'll be smiling too!

Carol and Mike look back on God’s

Carol, Mike Jr. , & Mike Von Arx

love and faithfulness in their lives. He has
guided them, according to His will, every
step of the way; and they never walked
alone, particularly when He walked them
through the darkness of Carol's cancer
(2006) and into the miraculous light of His
healing.

~Shirley Calvin~

God Bless You
on
Your Special
Day!

February Birthdays
2-01 Jaden Martinez
2-02 Joy Gowdy
2-03 Lois Hendrickson
2-03 Isaiah Loubens Russell
2-03 Theah Loudemia Russell
2-06 Emily Christenson
2-07 Linnae Knoll

Roberta Kolesar
2-08 Mari Arnette
2-11 Barbara Parker
2-12 Linda Bowden
Angie Juneau
2-14 Peggy Phillips
2-15 Benjamin Larson
2-16 Jacob McGillick
2-18 Dana Close
Pamela Myhra
Ann Schmitt
2-19 Mariah Russell
2-20 Jennifer Wentworth
2-22 Kendra Hollenbeck
2-25 William Brooks
2-26 Lucille Dugan
Leah Hollenbeck
Aiden Pautz
2-27 Arthur Matychuk
Pat Deniau

Anniversaries
2-14 Don & Rindy Koukal
2-19 Robert & Linda Nix
2-24 Mike & Carol Von Arx

Missionary Birthdays
2-03 Isabelle Campos
2-06 Nancy Spooner
2-12 Jeffrey Green
2-14 Zach Benton
2-17 Steve Gabler

James Lawley
2-21 Joe Campos

Ken Kemper
2-22 Lisa Crouse

Anniversaries
2-17 Joe & Michelle Campos
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Bethesda Church
Women’s Retreat
March 12-14, 2010

Mount Olivet
Retreat Center
Farmington, Minnesota

Speaker:
Susan McGarvey

February 03 Pie-In-The-Face Night
February 10 Valentine's Day Night
February 17 Silly Sock Night

February 24 Bubble Gum Night
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Merodie Johnson (Larry &
Carolyn Bakke's daugh-
ter) showed her folks the
sonogram of her baby in
the womb, Carolyn said it
looked a lot like an old
Maytag washing machine! |
Shanda, Eric Bottema's
sister, and her little girl, Savannah, visited
from So. Africa for a couple of months.
Baby Savannah coos just like a bird and
Shanda explained that's exactly what
Savannah was imitating----the birds she
hears ‘'cause she's outside so much.
Wanda Teply has taken a job as an
anesthetist in Racine, WI. for a period of
time. Dave will be back and forth at times.
That's why you've missed them! Aaron
Rose has been inundated by college
recruiters and he still has 2 yrs. of High |
School left! Gunn's were visiting Joyce's
folks in Slayton, MN. around Christmas.
There was lots of snow so Joyce's Dad |
had Ronn put their van in the garage |
where Ronn discovered a cat. It hung
around and her Mom fed it. They all
noticed it camping out in the wheel-well of
the neighbor's car. No further thought was
given until a few days after their arrival |
back in Minneapolis. when Joyce got a
call from her folks saying, "Our neighbors
called to tell us the cat is now in Red
Wing! Our Bethesda Bible Quizzers are
doing very well. At the end of one contest
coaches were given a chance to
participate and Julie Francis gave it a try.
She was amazed to discover how difficult |
it is under pressure of actual competition.
You know...Bethesda is really blessed to
have so many folks who give so
generously of their time and talents. That
includes our youth who share their
musical talents when home on vacation,
our Bible Quizzers who give time on
Wednesday evenings and Saturday
mornings, guys who help with carpentry
and electrical work, kids who volunteer
with every kind of clean-up. Young Mike
Von Arx even hooked up an entrance light
above my front door. One Sunday |
scooted by the nursery (I'm always leery
of going in there during services. Too
many rocking chairs, little feet and building
blocks to catch my tail). But | did take a
peek when | saw John Toeller sitting on
the floor having more fun than the little
ones. Emily and Howard Helberg's
daughter and family have returned from
China with their new little daughter,
FuMei. What excitement! Dave and Heidi
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Russell have been working for 3 yrs. try- This photo is so precious | wanted

ing to adopt twins from Haiti. Praise God! you all to see how Alan and Cheryl

They finally have them. Their names are Larson and family celebrated

Isaiah Loubens & Theah Loudemia. Christmas. Cousins from Texas,
(Phyllis Engvall's grand-kids),
especially appreciated this as did
the family sheep-dog.

Thought for the month:
A heart in tune with God
sings melodies of praise.
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Join us for our annual “Sweetheart Banquet” helthen
banquet room at Timber Lodge in Bloomington.
The food is delicious - dessert is included.
We will also enjoy a special program.

Please call the Church office, 952-226-6651 torvese
your place by Tuesday , Feb. 9th.

We look forward to a great time of fellowship & simay!

# S# 1%

& $#

+

()

“So again | say, each man must
love his wife as he loves himself,
and the wife must respect her
husband.” Ephesians 5:33




