
mystery…”  Ephesians 3:1-3       
The Body of Christ finds its 
origins through the ministry of 
the Apostle Paul as he is Our 
Foundation Layer. “According to 
the grace of God which was 
given to me, like a wise master 
builder,  I laid a foundation”,  1 
Corinthians 3:10 
     Throughout Paul’s letters, 
his loving care for new believers 
is truly apparent.  Through his 
careful guidance toward a walk 
worthy of the Lord we find him 
over and over again to be Our 
Admonisher, Our Corrector, and 
so positively, Our Encourager.  
“I do not write these things to 
shame you, but to admonish 
you as my beloved children.  
For if you were to have 
countless tutors in Christ, yet 
you would not have many 
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I 
became your father through the 
gospel. Therefore I exhort you, 
be imitators of me.” 1 
Corinthians 4:14-16 
     As we all begin a new year 
and in so many ways are 
evaluating and assessing the 
course we would take in the 
days to come, may the patterns 
and examples we find in 
scripture truly encourage us to 
walk in a way thaty is pleasing 
to our Lord. Have a wonderful 
2010! 

“conformed to the image of His 
Son.”  Romans 8:29 
     We cannot miss the fact that 
the Apostle Paul, however, has 
been given to all of us who are 
members of the Church as Our 
Pattern and Our Example. 
(Philippians 3:17)    The 
language is strong and the 
message is clear when Paul 
says, “Be imitators of me, just 
as I also am of Christ.” 1 
Corinthians 11:1.    As 
members of the Body of Christ, 
he is Our Apostle and Our 
Minister.  (Romans 11:13)    His 
unique role as Our Teacher 
and Our Preacher summons 
our attentiveness to his letters. 
“For this I was appointed a 
preacher and an apostle ( I am 
telling the truth, I am not lying) 
as a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth.” I Timothy  2:7 
     The truth of the Body of 
Christ was first revealed to and 
through the Apostle Paul as he 
received it by direct revelation 
f rom the r isen Chr ist . 
( G a l a t i a n s  1 : 1 1 , 1 2 )  
Understanding this helps us 
grasp the fact that by God’s 
design he was given as Our 
Revelator.   “I, Paul, the 
prisoner of Christ Jesus for the 
sake of you Gentiles, if indeed 
you have heard of the 
stewardship of God's grace 
which was given to me for you;  
that by revelation there was 
made known to me the 
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Walter's red-headed wife, 
Maxine, was born in Chapel 
Valley, Wa. where her folks 
had a celery farm. Maxine 
was 7 when her Mom died 
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     We recently focused on a 
special prayer of the Apostle 
Paul’s recorded in Colossians 
chapter one.  We rarely write 
down or record our prayers to 
the Lord, but, how thankful we 
are that the prayers of Paul’s 
heart, as inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, are forever given as a 
Biblical pattern for us.   It is 
such a blessing to be effected 
by the prayers of another 
person and to be challenged by 
the example of their lives. The 
scriptures truly emphasize to 
us the matter of example and 
pattern.   
     Our first and primary 
example in all of life is our Lord 
and Savior.  W e are 
encouraged in, “..fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfector of faith…”  and we 
are to “consider Him who has 
endured such hostility of 
sinners against himself, so that 
you may not grow weary and 
lose heart.”  Hebrews 12:2,3.     
Paul’s eyes were always on 
Christ and so should ours be 
as well.  “…That I may know 
Him, and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death!” 
Philippians 3:10    Truly Christ 
is our example in all things and 
we aim to please Him and to 
be like Him in every way.  
Praise the Lord that by the 
effort of God we are being 
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and the family split apart. 
Maxine came to Mn. to live with 
an Aunt and Uncle.  
     Walter was born in St. Cloud, 
Mn. in 1916. Those were hard 

economic years and he was 
shifted back and forth to grand-
parents. He has an older 
brother, another brother died 
13 yrs. ago, one younger sister  

  ~Pastor Mark Matychuk~                             

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 



to the exhaust to get warm food, of driving 
the Saar River under heavy shelling across 
amphibious bridges and crawling into 
houses  fearing they were booby trapped. 
"That", he says, "is where I received 
salvation". 
     Walter was in the night battle in Holtz 
Woods, Germany where over 300 acres of 
trees were entirely blown away and 
American soldiers bodies were stacked 4` 
high awaiting burial. 
     Walter's son, Wayne, was an M.P. in 
Alaska and returned to law enforcement in 
civilian life. Marlene, LouAnn, and Wayne 
began attending Bethesda because of 

Wayne's 
g o o d 
b u d d y , 
L a r r y 
B a k k e . 
T h e 
e n t i r e 
P f u h l 
f a m i l y 

joined Bethesda in 1956. Walter's precious 
Maxine died several years ago. He carries 
on and enjoys his wood working hobby. 
He's made everything from a model of the 
M a y f l o w e r  t o  b i r d s ,  c a n o e s , 
lighthouses ,etc. But, he is most famous for 
his rocking horses. You can find them from 
hospitals to children's homes to day-cares 
to Bethesda Church.  Walter gardens, 
cooks, mows, shovels, bakes, makes 
jewelry, and is a licensed pilot along with 
his buddy, Ray Lundgren, and is an avid 
reader. Ask him about Robert Service 
poems. And-----he's only 93!!!!! 
                   ~Reported by Shirley Calvin  
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God Bless You on  
Your Special Day!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Birthdays 
1-01  Carol Mooney 
1-04  Tracy Peterson 
1-07  Jason Sweats  
1-08  Howard Helberg  
1-09  Don Koukal, 
         Vincent Martin  
1-11  Robert Schauer  
1-12  Heather Johnson 
1-14  Jim Crownover,  
         Dorie Johnson,  
         Merlin Keller,  
         Robert Nix,   
         Angela Toeller     
1-16  Anna Pautz 
1-18  Jennifer Brown,  
         Duane Herbranson,         
         Dave Tepley 
1-21  Zack Lind,  
        Justin Brooks 
1-22  Nicole Pedro 
1-23  Andy Papulas 
1-24  Joshua Hennen 
1-26  John Francis,  
         David Matychuk    
1-27  Robert Nelson  
1-31  Dwight Anderson, 
         Bob Juneau 
 

Anniversaries 
1-06  Jim & Ann Schmitt 
 

Missionary Birthdays 
1-07  Barb Sherman 
1-08  Rachel Roth  
1-12  Gomer Indino 
1-16  Neil Lawley 
1-07  Tasha Reed 
1-21  Cliff Lee  
1-23  Talo Vergara  
1-24  Nene Indino  
 

Anniversaries 
1-03  Dan & Mary Sue Reed 
1-19  Bruce & Janet Swanson 
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Getting to Know You…  
  Cont. from page 1 

tumors from his chest. They were weak-
ening his ribs. Roy is 66 years old, and he 
is a believer. Pray that he makes a  
complete recovery from his surgery. 
 

DAN DUGAN - (Dale Dugan’s brother) 
Dan was diagnosed with pancreatic and 
liver cancer two weeks ago and passed 
away Thursday, Dec. 31st. Praise the 
Lord! Dan received the Lord as his  
personal Lord and Savior after a visit from 
Dale and Dwight Anderson on Saturday,   
Dec. 27th. Pray for his family and friends 
during this difficult time. 
 

TIA PETERSON - Tia was out skiing on 
Wed. Dec. 30th with friends, when she 
slipped and fell and broke her arm. She 
had to have surgery to set it with a metal 
plate and screws. Pray for comfort and 
healing. 

ED JANKOWSKI  - Ed is at complete peace 
and walking streets of gold. He went to be 
with Jesus, Wednesday, Dec. 16th.  Ed’s  
services were at Bethesda Church on   
Monday, Dec. 21st.  Thank you for your love 
and prayers! We feel very loved!  
 

TONY BERGLUND - Tony had an appoint-
ment on Dec. 29th for lab work and chemo. 
He is feeling good. Thank you for your 
prayers, calls, and words of love and  
comfort. You can get updates at  
caringbridge.org/visit/tonyberglund. 
 

AUSTIN CRONQUIST - (Paul & Nicole 
Pedro’s son) Austin was shot in the eye with 
a pellet from a BB gun on Sat., Dec. 19th. 
Pray that his eye sight will be okay. 
 

ROY SUTTON - (Arlene Sutton’s son) Roy 
had surgery Dec. 21st, to remove two  

in Ca. and an older sister in Mpls. whom he 
visits every Thursday loaded with home-made 
cookies, pie, or soup. Sarah, Walter's dear 
neighbor, maintains he feeds the entire block 
when he cooks soup or stew. 
     Walter graduated from St. Cloud Technical 
High quite proficient in mechanics 
including blacksmithing.  
     Along came the Depression and Walter 
went to work for Ford Motor Co. for 25¢ an hr.  
Walter's friend talked him into picking up his 
girlfriend and her friend...Maxine for a night "on 
the town". Well----------! 
     WWII broke out just as they were engaged. 
After boot camp Walter was assigned to Puerto 
Rico where he taught auto mechanics, ran and 
repaired equipment including a movie theater 
and volunteered to assist releasing weather 
balloons for the Air Corps. 
     Walter had a short leave before his next 
assignment to Europe. He radio-grammed 
Maxine to "get a license and let's tie her up". 
When he arrived from balmy Puerto Rico it was 
20 below zero and Maxine wasn't home. He left 
his duffel bag on her porch and scooted across 
the street for coffee. That's where she found 
him while waving the license with a preacher in 
tow and 2 hrs. later they were married.  
     He landed on Utah Beach, Normandy, 
France a few days after D-Day and was totally 
shocked by what he saw. One of his jobs was 
to transport conscripted Europeans to where 
they were first inducted. He described the truck 
as a gypsy wagon going from France, Belgium 
and Holland through Germany to Austria and 
Czechoslovakia. He tells of wiring Spam cans 
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All Church Family Skate Night! 
Sunday, January 10, 2010 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  

Bethesda Church will be hosting an “All Church Skate Night” at SKATEVILLE 
in Burnsville. We will be the only group there and will be playing Christian 
music.  Children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.  (You can 
also bring your inline skates too!)          

 Bring the whole family and  
invite your friends.   

Annual Church  
Business Meeting 

 
Sunday, January 31 

 
Mark your calendar to attend our annual 
Bethesda Church Business Meeting.  We will 
have a potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall first 
and then the meeting.   
 

ALL reports are due to the office  
by Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2010.   

 

 

January 31, 
2010  

Every 
Wednesday Night - 6:45-8:15 p.m.  

 

For Boys & Girls ages 3 Years -- 6th Grade  
 

 January   6    Crazy Hat Night   

 January 10    All Church Roller Skating 
   (Roller Skating is on a Sunday Night) 
 

 January 13    Halfway Night 
 

 January 20    Bring a Friend Night 
 

 January 27    M & M Night  
 
  

 

    
 

Join us at Bethesda Church as we venture 
through God’s Word together.  It will change 
your life!  The plan is simple!   START IN 
JANUARY! At church you will find a “Bible 

Reading Schedule.”  You can read 
both the Old and New Testament each day to 
increase your understanding and 
comprehension of the Bible and bless your 
walk with the Lord.  
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 What a joyous way to 
start the New Year! Eric 
Bottema and his Katie 
were sitting in front of the 
fire one evening when 
Hannah, his beautiful 
Golden Retriever, came 
into the room with a sack 

around her neck and sat right in front of 
Katie. Katie took the sack, Eric got down 
on one knee and ???!!! she said YES! 
Those wild Gospelites whooped it up at 
Crownover's a few weeks ago. Kay  
Haakenson's special chocolaty dessert 
nearly ruined me. I got smacked on the 
rear-end when I tried to "sample" before 
dinner. Nearly got thrown out ---- but "Big 
Mike" Gray also has a big heart. And 
you'd better keep an eye on Ted Brown, 
Judy. He was, liberally, giving away kisses 
to Nadine Wentworth and Julia  
Josephson. (Don't worry----they were  
Hershey's). 
Luke Gowdy has been writing adventure 
cartoons with his good friend who  
illustrates them. I wonder if they ever  
considered a "Wally Mouse" adventure? 
Candy Davis brother, Mikey, got to go to 
Branson recently. 
He had a blast! Got 
to meet the Lennon 
Sisters and had his 
picture taken with 
Andy W ill iams. 
Here it is. 
Pam Myhra kicked off her political career 
with a huge gathering at Godfather's 
Pizza. Everyone is so excited for her. She 
has lots of Bethesda-ites helping her. 
The Sunday School Christmas Program 
was terrific. Mary Nelson and Beth  
Osterlund worked so hard as did all the 
young people. I say young-------even 
though about 5 of them played "old  
timers". Kendra and Brittny Hollenbeck, 
Sari Gunn, Luke Gowdy, and Andrew 
Brandt dusted their hair with flour to make 
it look gray. After the program they tried 
getting the flour out by pouring water on 
their hair. Guess what? Mixing flour and 
water gives you----------paste! 
Jamee Francis celebrated her birthday by 
having a flock of Bethesda friends for an 
overnight and a couple of days of winter 
fun. Dad Francis had the girls helping with 
clean up after the tender services for Ed 
Jankowski. 
 
THOUGH FOR THE MONTH: Instead of 
New Year's Resolutions I have some  
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Wally 
Sez... 

            "7 UPS"!  
            1. WAKE UP! Decide to have a good day. Ps.118: 24 
            2. DRESS UP! The best way----put on a smile. 1 Samuel 16: 7 
            3. SHUT UP! Say nice things and learn to listen. Prov. 13: 3 
            4. STAND UP! For what you believe in. Gal. 6: 9-10 
            5. LOOK UP! To The Lord. Phil. 4: 13 
            6. REACH UP! For something higher. Prov. 3: 5-6 
            7. LIFT UP! Your prayers. Phil. 4: 6-7 

I think we're off to a good 2010 start. 

      Bethesda Church combined with Aspen 
Academy and Sonnet Montessori gave 146 
shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child this 
year. The boxes were dedicated Dec. 6th by 
Pastor Matychuk before they began their  
journey to 146 children in totally different 
parts of our world. At this point those children 
don’t even realize that a dramatic moment of 
JOY is about to be etched into their life as a 
forever flashback that someone cared about 
them - that God cared about them. 

 Operation Christmas Child was created by Franklin Graham as 
an outreach to the children that Samaritans Purse encountered as they  
responded to people ravished by war, floods, hurricanes, food shortage 
etc…around the world. As Samaritans Purse did acts of kindness 
through their disaster relief, they found pockets 
of children who took the brunt of their circum-
stances and mirrored the devastation and 
hopelessness. Franklin’s heart was heavy for 
these little victims. So Operation Christmas 
Child was born. Christians were “planted” to 
prepare a way to collect the children and  
deliver God’s love through the boxes you filled.                      
 Let’s follow that path of your boxes. After the dedication at 
church they were packed into cartons and driven to the warehouse. 
There they were unpacked and inspected for international delivery. Your 
money donations were removed from each box and pooled together to 
help cover the cost of the shipping.  
 We know that your box was packed with a prayer and special 

items. That’s why every item that you pack is 
considered a God given gift. OCC has seen 
over and over where a certain item in a box  
“just happens” to reach a certain child with that 
certain need. An African boy received mittens 
and was overjoyed because his village job was 
to remove the hot bread from the clay ovens. 
Leija in Bosnia war days received new shoes to 
replace her paper thin soled and wired shut 
sneakers. It’s a God thing! 
 In that far away country, Christian  

contacts set up places to meet with the children - schools, empty build-
ings, open spaces. They plan the arrival of the boxes, distribution details 
and printed Gospel booklets in their specific language. They are the last 
adult hands to touch the boxes. The Gospel booklets explain that Jesus 
loves them, He is God’s Son and wants to be their Savior. The boxes 
bring HOPE and a HUGE smile of sheer JOY as many children open 
their first gift EVER.  Family members that witness the event have tears 
of joy streaming down their faces. Seeing their child so happy brings 
them HOPE.      
 Since 1993 - 69 million children over 130 countries have  
received shoeboxes and heard the Good News of the Savior. Thank you 
for your part.                                                  ~By Rindy Koukal  
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Join us for our annual “Sweetheart Banquet” held in the 
banquet room at Timber Lodge in Bloomington. 

The food is delicious - dessert is included. 
 

We will also enjoy a special program. 
 

Please sign up in the foyer or call the Church office,  
952-226-6651 to reserve your place by Tuesday , Feb. 9th. 

 
We look forward to a great time of fellowship & sharing! 


