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Inside this issue:  

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

after graduate school. They met 
30 years ago on an audit  
assignment while both worked 
for KPMG, a public accounting 
firm. No one could miss the love  

Chuck and Pam Myhra's life 
journey together has been 
an experience of sharing. 
Through the years they 
have shared their love for 
the Lord, professional back-

grounds, raising their children, 
ministries at Bethesda Church, 
and many other interests. While 
Pam trusted in Christ as her per-
sonal Savior in early childhood, 
Chuck came to know the Lord 

One of our great joys each 
Christmas season is to sit  
together on the couch as a 
family and read together the 
simple story of Christ’s birth 
out of Luke chapter two.  
There is something so  
precious about sharing the 
story of God’s love made  
evident through the humble 
advent of our Savior.  It never 
grows old, and we never tire 
of it.  Sharing the story of how 
God has shown up in our lives 
is the most enriching thing we 
can convey to another person.  
Mary, “treasured these things 
in her heart” and we too  
treasure the stories from our 
own lives that describe our 
encounters with the Savior.   
      
It never ceases to amaze me 
that as we interact with other 
believers the most unforgetta-
ble expressions come as we 
share our stories of faith.   So 
often shared with great  
emotion and even tears, our 
hearts are deeply touched 
with the wonder of God  
bringing each of us into a  
saving relationship with  
Himself.   These stories are 
called our “testimony” and our 
“witness” because at their 
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heart they give evidence to 
the reality of God’s love and 
the genuineness of His  
redeeming work in our lives.  
We testify of our faith and we 
bear witness that God is the 
sole answer for our eternal 
souls as we have trusted in 
the finished work of His Son 
on the cross.  
 
I like to think of our sharing, 
however, as a story because 
it is rooted in the history of 
our lives.  At a specific time 
and in a specific way God 
dealt with us revealing the 
truth of His gracious  
provision through Jesus 
Christ.  It is something to 
marvel over,… it is some-
thing to celebrate!  God uses 
different means and he deals 
with us in a wide range of 
circumstances.   For some of 
us God used a close friend 
or a family member to share 
the truth of the gospel.   
Others were touched by a 
verse of scripture or a  
message preached.  For 
some it happen in a great 
meeting with thousands of 
other people looking on, and 
for others it occurred in the 
quietness of our own room, 

alone in prayer.  Whatever 
the case, the story is remark-
able because God dealt with 
us in a very personal way. 
 
In this wonderful season as 
we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, I would encourage us 
all to share our stories.  Not 
only should I share how 
Christ came to the world, but 
also how He came into my 
heart and life.   Think about it.  
Are you sure you have shared 
clearly with your children and 
grandchildren the wonderful 
story of how you came to 
Christ?  Have you rejoiced 
before the people you care 
about concerning that most 
important day of your life?    
I love Paul’s’ reference in  
2 Timothy 1:5 to Timothy’s 
sincere faith, “which first dwelt 
in your grandmother Lois, and 
your mother Eunice…”  It is a 
wonderful thing to be a child 
with a rich heritage of faith 
supporting you, but it adds so 
much to hear from the mouths 
of those we respect the     
stories of God coming into our 
lives.   In this Christmas    
season, we need to tell our 
stories…! 
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God Bless You on  
Your Special Day!  

 

 
 
 

December 
Birthdays 

12-01 Kyle Anderson, Mackenzie 
          Close, Alahna Martinez, 
          Calab Thon 
12-04 Nathan Wentworth 
12-06 Emily Matychuk 
12-07 Judy Brown, Brendan 
          Matychuk 
12-09 Austin Cronquist 
12-10 Harold Peterson, Bob  
          Swanson 
12-14 Michael Francis 
12-15 Darlene Anderson, Nancy 
          Matychuk 
12-16 Joanne Fraser 
12-18 Mary Cleveland, Gladys 
          Holmquist 
12-22 Jamee Francis 
12-23 Brittny Hollenbeck, Claire 
          Jones 
12-24 Tony Close 
12-25 Julie Francis 
12-27 Heidi Sonsteby-Naughton 
12-28 Howie Cleveland, Rob 
          Schirmer 
12-29 Mary Mostue 

Anniversaries 
12-01 John & Colleen Johnson 
12-11 Bob & Joan Swanson 
12-12 Truman & Pat Wigen 
12-29 Dean & Candy Davis 

Missionary Birthdays 
12-05 Jon Marshall 
12-07 Ricki Anne Zanella 
12-10 Kevin Crouse 
12-14 Melissa Meier 
12-15 Aubrey Olson 
12-17 Terese Benton 
12-18 Benjamin Marshall 
12-19 Amanda Meier 
12-27 Bruce Swanson 
 Missionary Anniversaries 

12-18 Dave & Jenny Green 
12-22 Subash & Sandra Muthyala 
12-29 Jeff & Sally Roth 
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 Getting to know You…(cont. from page 1) 

and joy in their relationship. They were 
married at Bethesda Church in south  
Minneapolis on May 15, 1981. After their 
marriage they continued their careers as 
certified  
public  
accountants 
at KPMG. 
Chuck, with 
expertise in 
governmental  
a u d i t i n g , 
joined the 
accounting department at Hennepin 
County in 1984. In 1986 he accepted a 
position at TCF Bank where he has been 
employed for 23 years. At TCF Chuck  
authored an investment accounting system 
that has been used by TCF for 20 years. 
He is currently a Vice President and the 
Group Controller of Treasury Services. 
Pam attained the level of Manager at 
KPMG, specializing in banking, insurance, 
and government. She chose to leave her 
career to have a family. 
Chuck and Pam have three children:  
Kristin, Justin, and Kathrin. Because Pam 
struggled with Dyslexia, which remained 
unidentified through the fourth grade, she 
committed to educate their children. This 
last spring Kathrin graduated from Forest 
Hill Christian Academy and this fall joined 
her sister and brother at Northwestern  
College (NWC) in Roseville. At NWC  
Kristin is majoring in General Music,  

ED JANKOWSKI  - Pray for Ed & Carol as 
they travel to Florida after Thanksgiving. Ed 
is burdened to share Christ with his brother. 
Pray that Ed has strength for the trip and 
his brother has an openness to hear the 
gospel. You can get updates at caring-
bridge.org/visit/edjankowski. 
TONY BERGLUND - Tony had a CAT scan 
Tuesday, Nov. 24, and will hopefully start 
chemo next week. Pray for good results 
from the CAT scan and for strength so he 
can start his treatments. 
HARRIET FREDRICKSON  - (Carol 
Huston’s mother) Harriet is being treated for 
bone marrow lymphoma and now she found 
out that her heart is very weak. Pray for the 
doctor that is now taking over her care.  
RUTH LILLEMOE - Praise! They were able 
to place a dialysis port in her upper thigh 
and she has been moved to Regency  
Hospital, where she will receive needed 
medical help and physical therapy for the 

next month. Her address is 1300 Hidden 
Lakes Parkway, Golden Valley, MN 
55422, and the number is 763-588-2750. 
Pray for strength and healing and for  
wisdom as the doctors treat her. 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS - Pray for all 
those involved in the Christmas programs 
we have this month. Pray about someone 
who you could invite to these wonderful 
events. Share the true meaning of  
Christmas with your family and friends. 
 

PRAISE - Thanks to your support, 
prayers, and recent changes to my  
medications, I have days with a bit more  
energy. I manage simple things like  
getting to the post office or make dinner - 
- some days even both! I still have many 
appointments at the Mayo Clinic, and are 
still exploring what specifically is wrong to 
leave me so exhausted and pain-ridden.  
             ~HEIDI SONSTEBY-NAUGHTON 
 

studying piano, with an accounting  
minor. She also teaches piano at NWC 
Music Academy. Justin has a double 
major in General Music, studying voice, 
and History. He is also the Communica-
tions Director of the NWC Student  
Activities Council. Kathrin is majoring in 
Accounting and studying classical guitar. 
These kids have brought us many a  
joyous moment at Church. 
Chuck and Pam became members of 
Bethesda 24 years ago and have served 
in a variety of ministries. Both have 
served in AWANA; Pam for 14 years as 
Director of the Girl's Club and now as 
Commander and Chuck for 8 years as a 
Leader. Since 1995 Chuck and Pam 
have taught 
n u m e r o u s 
p a r e n t i n g 
classes at 
B e t h e s d a . 
For three 
years Pam 
served as the 
Chairman of the Bethesda Women's 
Ministries and for the last three years 
Chuck has served as one of Bethesda's 
Co-Treasurers. Chuck and Pam also 
share interests in politics, golf, music, 
and travel. 
Pastor Art and Gretchen's lovely daugh-
ter, Pam and her marvelous husband, 
Chuck are fervent for the Lord.  
Everything they do is to give glory to 
Him. What an example for us all! 

Reported by Shirley Calvin  





 

PROJECT ABBA  
Thank you to all who gave to Project ABBA this year!  
We provided approximately 76 gifts for the children in 
Recife, Brazil. Missionaries Joe & Michelle Campos 

with “Things to Come Mission” do this ministry. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
 

We are so thankful for all who have  
contributed of their time and gifts for 
this wonderful program. The number 
of gift boxes is growing and growing. 

 

Bring your boxes in by Dec. 6th!  

 

On this day we will prayerfully dedicate these gifts to 
 the Lord and ask for His impact on the lives of  

children around the world as they receive the Gospel. 

  

SHARING IN A LOVING WAY  
 

    We have another special  
    opportunity to help a very  

 worthy ministry during the Christmas season.  For  
 decades ALPHA has been helping women who are 
 facing unplanned pregnancies.  So many things can   
 help them carry on their ministry that saves lives.  
 Diapers, food, clothing and baby equipment, all help.  
 A full list is posted in our foyer.  Please be a part. 
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Christmas Dreams  

by Lucille Crumley 
 

When December comes I dream 
Of Christmas long ago 

When sleighs with bells ran swiftly  
Over the packed-down snow.  

People came from near and far, 
The bitter cold defied, 

To visit and share with us  
The joys of Christmastide. 

 

Many are the times I slip 
Into the long ago 

Where a little girl once more 
Hears sleigh bells in the snow. 

A child whose heart beats quickly, 
Who flings the front door wide 

To dear friends who came to share 
The joys of Christmastide.  



 

Thursday, December 31, 2009 
7:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.  

Fellowship Room  
 

We invite everyone to come together for a great night of fun 
and fellowship.  Our goal is to grow closer to one another as 
a church family and this is a great way to do it.  This will be 
a memorable night for the whole family as we usher in the 
NEW YEAR 2010 with a Bethesda celebration!   
 

See you New Year’s Eve - 2009! 
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I recently returned from a really 
fun camping and hiking trip 
starting with the Maroon Bells 
in Colorado, through Arches 
and Canyon lands in Utah, the 
Grand Canyon and Sedona, 
Arizona. What a fantastic  
imagination our Creator has! 

Here's a picture of my 
new friends Leslie and 
Koda. Koda is Sioux for 
friend----and what a 
friend he was. On my 
hike up Bear Mountain in 
Sedona (1800'), he was 
always willing to give me 
a lift when I ran out of 
gas. 
Golly -------- Christmas is 
upon us already.  Soon we'll be blessed with the 
Ladies Christmas Tea, with Darlene Anderson 
as the speaker, and the Choir Concert and 
Marcy Dugan’s yummy banquet. The Sunday 
School Program is always fun and then there's 
Christmas Eve...so enchanting and meaningful. 
The Brandt kids have already constructed a 
frame to build a really big snow fort and the 
Francis Family is gearing up for more hockey 
and cross country skiing excitement. 
I love decorating my little nest in the spirit of 
Christmas. Just the little "mouses" get presents 
but the greatest gift of all is knowing Jesus. Did 
you know that God gives His Son a gift?  
Genuine believers are that gift from God to His 
Son. And God is not an Indian giver...He will 
never take that gift away. 
Our poet laureate, Betty Crownover, gave us 
this very fitting verse----our Thought for the 
Month: 
           
           IT WAS JUST A LOWLY STABLE  
                                              

                   It was just a lowly stable  
                    And a manger in a stall  
                  But it held a precious baby  
                     Oh, the wonder of it all!  
  

                    It was just a lowly stable  
                 In a town called Bethlehem  
                  But it held the Son of God  
             Sent from Heaven to die for men  
  

                    It was just a lowly stable  
      Who would guess who was lying there  
              But it held our Lord and Savior  
                Who all our sins would bear  
  

                   It was just a lowly stable  
          But the angels proclaimed the birth  
                 The long awaited Messiah  
            Had come from Heaven to earth  

Wally 
Sez... 

             It was just a lowly stable  
    But a star shone down so bright 
  It guided the awe struck shepherds  
          To the manger on that night  
  

             It was just a lowly stable  
     But, oh, how it changed the world  
      For God's great plan of salvation 

Was about to be unfurled 
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Join us for an evening full of the excitement, warmth 

and the joy of Christmas as we are led 
in worship and adoration of the Savior whose  

birth we celebrate. 

Following the concert we look forward to a special time of 
fellowship as we gather around the table and enjoy a delicious 
Christmas dinner. Make your reservations by signing up on the 
list in the foyer. A free will offering will be taken at the banquet.  
Invite your family and friends and share the Good News of 
Christmas!   
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