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One of the most intriguing passages in
scripture is found in Philippians chapter four
when the Apostle Paul says, “be anxious for
nothing...” That far reaching directive for
the follower of Christ has profound
implications for every aspect our daily walk.
As a pastor, | marvel as | observe faith-filled
believers dealing with the heavy burdens life
brings. Itis an honor to minister with a
family in the loss of a loved one. In times like
these there are tender feelings that touch us
in the most vulnerable places of our hearts.
Yet, it is in those times we see the clearest
evidence of unshakable and genuine faith.
In those situations only God’s answers are
sufficient. How true it is that “we don't grieve
as those who have no hope.” Our future is
secure on the basis of God’s promises to us
and His provision for us in Christ Jesus. It
is wonderful to see people when their hearts
are full of real hope.

Are you a person of hope? Is hope a
characteristic of how you deal with life’s
issues? Or is your present encumbered with
random questions, fears, and uncertainties
about what tomorrow holds? The fact is,
hope for us is not just heaven related; our
present is also to be established on a firm
foundation of God’s promises. Itis our hope
in God that gives us the best perspective on
life. “Be anxious for nothing” means do not
worry! We simply are not built to carry the
burdens of the future. In Matthew 6:34 we
read, “Therefore do not be anxious for
tomorrow; for tomorrow will take care of
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its

own.” In the flow of the days and
circumstances of our lives, God has already
made preparations for us. He has promised
that “He will not allow us to be tempted beyond
what we are able.” He has promised to “work
all things together for good.” When we look
deep into the problems of the future with a
heart of worry we are hopping past God’s
grace. We are gathering potential problems
from far into tomorrow without factoring in the
daily provision of God'’s strength and grace and
sustenance for every need.

What is the true source of hope for our daily
lives? Itis God's faithfulness that serves as a
well-spring of spiritual and personal sufficiency.
He is our sufficiency! “Being confident of this
very thing that He who has begun a good work
in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus
Christ...” (Phil. 1:6) There are many
dimensions of hope in our lives. Talk to any
true believer and you will find the certainty and
assurance of eternal hope, but talk to the same
followers of Christ and you will find that day by
day the rule of hope in our hearts is a victory
that must be continually regained. In
Philippians chapter four Paul goes on to write
of the “peace that passes understanding” and
in a tangible way | believe he is addressing the
rest and confidence that is only possible in our
hearts as we rest fully and completely in the
faithfulness of our God. There are so many
dimensions to the hope we have in Christ. May
they all shine forth as a testimony to everyone
we meet of wonder of our God and our utter
confidence in Him.

inside for one you
can join today!!!

Jim, born and raised on
the farm on the St. Croix
River north of Stillwater,
was the second of 6 boys
and 1 girl. Jim's kinda quiet-
---maybe it runs in the
family 'cause one of the

successful boys had a top
secret job for the government.
Jim's Mom and Dad, in their
90's, still live on that farm.
After graduating from
Stillwater High Jim went to the
U. of M. St. Paul Campus for

one year. Then he graduated
from Willmar Community
College. He worked for the
Northern Pacific Railroad
starting as switchman/
brakeman on up to engineer
until retirement in 2004.

(Continued on pg. 2)



2 |The Encourager

II#

ED JANKOWSKI - After testing and
consultations at Mayo Ed has learned that
everything that he is experiencing is
caused from the damage done to the liver:
damage from the cancer, chemo, and the
sirt radiation. According to the liver
function tests, the liver is still functioning
but has some low levels. The liver will
regenerate itself - but it takes time,
months. The cancer marker has gone up
some but they don’t advise more chemo at
this time. Thank you for your continued
prayers, love, and support. You can get
updates at caringbridge.org/visit/
edjankowski.

MERLIN KELLER - Merlin will be having
knee surgery on Oct. 18th. at Abbott
Northwestern Hospital. Pray that the
surgery goes well and that he will have a
quick recovery.

SMALL GROUPS - We are preparing for
all of our small groups. Please be in prayer
as to one you can attend and for all the
preparations. May God bless these
meetings as we study His Word and grow
stronger in Him.

PAUL SMITH- (Kay Haakenson'’s brother-
in-law) Paul went home to be with his Lord
on Friday, Sept. 4th. Kay went to be with
her sister Helen and they were by his side
when he passed away. Pray for his wife
and family during this difficult time.

DOROTHY CHALL - (Long time member
of Bethesda Church) Dorothy went home
to be with her Lord and Savior on Sept.
30th. Pray for her family in this difficult
time.

LARRY BAKKE - Larry needs to have a
biopsy on the right side of his abdomen on
October 12th. He will need to go off his
meds to prepare for the biopsy. Pray that
everything works out well.

SAMANTHA LIND - (Bill Kolesar’s co-
worker’s daughter) Samantha is
seventeen, and has gone through chemo-
therapy and an extended period of
radiation. She recently had a stem cell
transplant. She will be in isolation for up to
100 days. Pray for the doctors and staff
that will treat her at the U of M, for her
complete recovery and for God'’s blessing
on her family during this period of time.

Getting to know You...

Jim "knows a little bit about everything".
His Dad says Jim can fix anything. Jim
loves hunting, biking, gardening, old
Tractors, and woodworking. We all know
about the woodworking. Just look at our
magnificent Cross in the Sanctuary!

Julia Ann Proulx was named after her

two Gramas and grew up with one sister,
Marilyn, in Roseville and Forest Lake. Her
Mom was an operating room nurse and
Dad, a butcher. While in Forest Lake they
started a hatchery business raising
pheasants and ducks for the State as well
as selling chicken eggs and fresh turkeys.
Living on the farm developed Julia's
passion for animals.
She met Jim while
studying at the U. of
M. to be a
veterinarian. But, the
rascal stole her away
and they were mar-
ried in April of 1966.
They have one won-
derful, caring, fun-
loving son, Warren.

While Jim was railroading, Julia drove a

school bus for Forest Lake and retired after

30 years. She enjoys painting, symphony

music, biking,
sewing, and
Bible
Study...and
claims she
"knows a lot
about nothing"!

They first
lived in
Marine-on-St.
Croix for 7
years then moved to a hobby farm near
Chisago City where they have an apple
orchard, horses, and a garden. Both were
Lutheran. Julia was afraid to accept Christ
as a child, ‘cause she thought there would
be a test. She and son, Warren, attended
a Billy Graham meeting but she still didn't
feel a personal relationship till she saw
Les Feldick on TV and began studying the
Bible with Jim.

They have gone on many trips with
Les and Iris to Israel, Jordan, Petra,
Ephesus, Corinth, where they saw a
Bema Seat in the ruins, and to Philippi,
where they visited the prison where Paul
was kept.

Whenever you see them------ hug them
BOTH! They LOVE it! And we love them!

Jim & Julia Josephson

God Bless You on
Your Special Day!

&

October Birthdays
10-03 Lois Myers
10-04 Corrine Horn
10-04 Brandon Osterlund
10-05 Blake Jones
10-07 Marilyn Mathison
10-07 Tana Peterson
10-09 Kathrin Myhra
10-11 Matthew Smith
10-13 John Christenson
10-14 Bonnie Johnson
10-14 Henry Olson
10-14 Lynna Schauer
10-14 Ron Waters
10-15 Erica Barnum
10-15 Jim Christenson
10-16 Isaac Thon
10-18 Elizabeth Larson
10-20 Erin Brooks
10-20 Jane Glaccum
10-22 Arlene Anderson
10-22 Phyllis Engvall
10-22 Carol Jankowski
10-29 Peter Hennen
10-30 Cheryl Larson
10-31 Jim Knoll

Anniversaries
10-08 Tim & Tracy Peterson
10-14 John & Julie Francis
10-15 Larry & Carolyn Bakke
10-19 Dave & Pat Lewis
10-29 Ed & Shirley Calvin

Missionary Birthdays
10-10 Cory Hodgson
10-13 Emma Green
10-17 Samuel Green
10-18 Lydia Green
10-21 Erin Benton
10-29 Sharon Gabler







4 |The Encourager

Conference Schedule

6:00 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Fellowship Meal
Awana & Jam Jr. High Youth
Missions Conference

Oct. 29 Fellowship Meal

Missions Conference

Oct. 30 Fellowship Meal

Missions Conference

Oct 31 Men’s Breakfast, $2.50

Women'’s Luncheon, $5.00

Nov. 01 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Hour
10:15 a.m. Worship Service

5:30 p.m. Banquet & Closing Service

All events will be held at Bethesda Church. Missions
Literature displays will be set up in the Fellowship Hall.
For the events on Saturday please sign up in the foyer or
call the office.

During all the sessions we will have a parallel Children's
Missions Conference led by Savannah Gowdy, Beth
Osterlund, and Aimee Johnson. All of our missionaries will
be sharing with the kids using songs, stories, crafts and
games.

We welcome the following missionary families
joining us this year. We look forward to hearing
what the Lord has done and continues to do on
the mission fields they serve.

Aimee Johnson - Uruguay

Grace Ministries International
Aimee was born and raised in
Blaine, Minnesota. She grew
up in Bethesda Church. She
was a missionary in Uruguay
for a year, and is working on
going back. She works with
children’s ministries like Awana
and Sunday School. She will
be involved in seven weeks of
mission conferences this fall, ending in the one right here at
Bethesda Church. We really want to show Aimee our support!!

Dan & Mary Sue Reed ,
Taylor, Trevor & Tasha -
Bolivia Grace Ministries
International

Dan was raised in a pastor’s
family and Mary Sue was
born and raised on the
mission field in Japan. Dan
and Mary Sue have always
been open to missions while
they served in the Pastorate,

but never felt led in that

direction. After Dan spent some time talking with Jerry and DeAnna
Olson, he really started feeling a burden on his heart for the need in
Bolivia. They, along with their children headed to Bolivia and have
been a part of the GMI team since 2006.

The conference host and commentator is
Olive Tree Ministries founder and

president, Jan Markell. Under Jan’s
leadership, this ministry has hosted twelve
major conferences just since 2002 with a
combined attendance of over 37,000 people.

Eric Barger’s ministry focuses on
discernment issues, deception in the
church, and related topics. He heads
“Take a Stand” ministry. He will deal with
discernment issues at the conference.
Eric speaks Friday night and Saturday
afternoon.

Bruce & Janet Swanson - USA
Wycliffe Bible Translators
Janet grew up in Bethesda Church
and is so pleased God has led her

husband Bruce into his work with
Woycliffe Bible Translators after
being in the business world for so
many years. He works in the area
of personnel development and
thoroughly enjoys the privilege of
building up missionaries. Bruce is
part of a newly formed team based

in Dallas to develop standardized orientation training for new and
existing members and partners. Janet ‘s job seems to continue
expanding at Raytheon.

Ben & Joyce Anderson
Tegwen, Frances, and
Jaclyn - USA

Ben is the Director of
Things to Come Mission.
Ben and Joyce pioneered
the TCM work in Kenya,
seeing it grow to 40
churches, a Bible school,
spiritual Kenyan leaders,

and a national church
planting movement called Project 2010. There three daughters were
born in Nairobi. The Andersons lived in Kenya for 18 years before
being called to the directorship of TCM.
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SUMMER'S LAST
HURRAH! For once | am
speechless. They say a
picture is worth 1,000
words! Let it speak for
itself!!

Wally
Sez...

Emily VanVliet's Mom
lives in Rochester, MN.
and she has joyfully
opened her home to Ed
and Carol Jankowski
whenever they need a place to stay when at
the Mayo Clinic. Pretty nice.

Lauren Brandt is busy ice skating. Yes, |
know it's only October but, she's having fun.

Last September, Cowboy Lee Homoki
came to Bethesda for Sunday School
Round-up. And he rounded 'em up with
songs, lasso and lariat tricks. | joined in when
he called all the kids to gather in the center
as he swung his lariat. He said it was like
Christ gathering us all together with him--
away from worldly stuff. Just think. He even
cares about me---a mouse. | was glad he told
stories about his little dog Sassy instead of
the cat! Sassy had fun with the things in her
toy-box. We should have fun with the things
in the toy-box God gave us. Take being
justified (like we never sinned). That's a joyful
thing. Peace--because we have access to

God by faith in the finished work of the Cross.

And grace--which we receive so abundantly
but don't deserve. Makes me very thankful
and joyful.

| am a bit sad, however, ‘cause my
buddies, the Olson's, are moving to
Washington State. Did you all know that
Gladys and | have something special in
common? When she was a baby------- they
had her sleeping in a drawer! Me too! And
Henry is my partner in mischief. You all
wonder why he is always happy and smiling
with a twinkle in his eye. It's ‘cause he's a
"rascal"! Boy, I'm gonna miss them.

Commander Pam Myhra has AWANA off
and running for another great year. | love
Wednesdays 'cause | have lots of fun with
the kids and their leaders aren't even aware
of it. But, | shape up for Pastor Mark's Bible
Study 'cause I'm interested in the Book of
Romans. Lots of good stuff in there.

Thought for the month:
We can manufacture endorphins
and the pharmacy is open 24-7.
A 15 second belly laugh leads the mind
and body to happiness.

K

“Women'’s Reflections”

We are studying “Contagious
Joy” by Patsy Cairmont
CONTACT: Mary Ann Dalbey
612-729-6723
5015 35th Ave. S. #610, Mpls.
Meeting the 4th Saturday of
the month - 10:00 a.m.

/SBAL G

“Book of Hebrews
Small Group”
coNTACT: Paul & Nicole Pedro
1624 Hinton Trail N., Oakdale
952-578-2968
Meeting every other
Sunday-7pm

“Dispensational Theology”

We are studying through
Charles Baker’s
“Dispensational Theology”
CONTACT:  Alan Larson
3101 W. 220th St., Jordan,
952-492-5030
Meeting on Saturdays - 7:30 am

“The Truth Project”

We are studying this “World
View” presentation
Pastor Mark & Kathy Matychuk
13312 Penn Ave, S., Burnsville
952-882-1526
Meeting every other Sunday

night at 7:00 p.m.
“Young Adult Small Group”

We are studying “Understanding
Your Bible” by Craig McDonald
CONTACT: Aaron & Denise Triplett
Location to be decided...
651-353-3600
Meeting twice a month,
Tuesdays or Thursdays at 7pm

“West Metro Small Group”

We will be studying the Book
of Hebrews using Lamplighter
Materials
CONTACTS: Jim & Betty Crownover
952-937-1827
Milt & Leota Anderson
952-831-1002
6544 Tanager Lane, Eden Prairie
Bruce Anderson Facilitating
Meeting twice a month on
Sundays - 7:00 p.m.

“Ten Choices” Small Group”
We will be studying the
book “Ten Choices”
by Dr. James MacDonald
conTAcT:Vern& Lois Hendrickson
612-866-7607
7027 Newton Ave, S, Richfield
Meeting twice a month
Sundays - 7:00 p.m.

“Book of Romans Small
Group”

We will be studying the Book of
Romans together. Join Us!
CONTACT: Gary & Bonnie Johnson
7909 82nd Ave. N.,
Brooklyn Park
763-425-0795
Meeting every Sunday night
at 7:00 p.m.

“Men’s Small Groups”
CoNTACT: Dale Dugan
763-561-6142
Call if you are interested
in participating in or starting
another men’s group...

. EnjDy the Fellowship!
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BIBLE QUIZZING
5:45 p.m.

AWANA 6:45 p.m.
Ages 3-6th grade

JAM Jr. High Youth
6:45 p.m.
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1 Corinthians 9:16, 22: For if | preach the gospel, | have
nothing to boast of, for | am under compulsion; for woe is
me if | do not preach the gospel. To the weak | became
wealk, that | might win the weak; | have become all things
to all men, so that | may by all means save some.




