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Family Picnic”Family Picnic”   

  
Sunday, August Sunday, August 

9th, 20099th, 2009  
  

At Cleary Lake,At Cleary Lake,  
Prior Lake Prior Lake --  
after Churchafter Church  

  
Sign up today!Sign up today!  

  

Bethesda Church 
15033 Hwy. 13 South 
Prior Lake, MN  55372 

 
  Office:   952-226-6651 
  Fax:    952-226-6652  
 
www.bethesdachurch.com 
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Inside this issue:  

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

the weather with his knees, he 
can blame that on his high school 
football career. Dawn can blame 
hers on being the bottom of all 
the pyramids during her  
cheerleading days, oh so long 
ago. 

with this reminder of a future encounter with the 
Lord, the Apostle Paul adds that we are to seek 
to please Him in everything we do.  So service 
is not about pleasing self, it’s about pleasing our 
Lord.  “We do all things as unto Him!”  Love is 
also emphasized in this passage.   As we are 
the recipients of His limitless love it moves us to 
fully give ourselves in service to Him!  The world 

looks at service ego-centrically and in contrast 
we look at service Christo-centrically.   We 
serve, not to be noticed, not for personal emo-
tional benefit, and not to feed our own needs.  
Rather, we serve that Christ would be noticed, 
and seen in us.  We serve as a reflection of Him 
and for His glory alone.  It is wonderful to see 
people functioning in such a way as the Lord 
“has first place in all things.” 
      Praise the Lord that the saving gospel was  
proclaimed.  Praise the Lord that many children 
made personal decisions for Jesus Christ.  
Praise the Lord that godly men and women, and 
many young people served as examples of the 
character and person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Our prayer is that by the working of the Spirit of 
God, that this week would leave an indelible 
memory and a spiritual impression on the minds 
and hearts of the kids and families who came.  
Let’s pray to that end! 
																	������	����	��� !���																	������	����	��� !���																	������	����	��� !���																	������	����	��� !���  

From the Kings: Philip and 
Dawn grew up in Memphis, 
Tennessee and have also 
lived in Kentucky and Illinois. 
Philip grew up attending a 
Methodist Church and Dawn 
a Baptist. They both accepted  
Christ as their Savior when  

they were young. Philip 
graduated from First Assem-
bly Christian School in 1982 
as one of only 44 students. 
Dawn graduated from Hill-
crest High in 1981 as one 
of whole lot more than that. 
Sometimes Philip can predict  

     Our Vacation Bible School this year was 
an absolute joy!  Not only did we have a ton 
of kids here, singing and learning all week 
long (185 total); it thrilled our hearts to see 
close to 60 people serving as staff every sin-
gle day!  These were people who took off 
work, people who made huge sacrifices in 
time preparing and planning for this week, 
yes, these were people who exhausted 
themselves in a labor to reach kids in 
our area for Jesus Christ.  We love it 
when we see faith connected to action, 
when we see the truths we believe in 
worked out in tangible ways in our 
lives. There is so much talk in our day 
about being “missional”, but the danger 
comes when people see service as an 
end in itself.  We need to look beyond 
the surface of our labors and assess the  
motivations and reasons for acting in the 
ways we do.  It was a profound blessing to 
sense the heart of service in the VBS  
leadership team, happily working together 
because we knew we were honoring the Lord 
by our every effort!  I am certain that every 
person involved in VBS last week got up 
each morning and worked through key  
questions in their hearts as they anticipated 
the day to come.  Why am I doing this?  This 
question must be answered.  It is answered 
best when what we do is rooted in the  
directives of God’s Word, as truth in life! 
      One of the most striking motivations we 
have for serving the Lord is that we will all 
stand before Him and give account one day.  
He sees our hearts and the inner basis for  
everything we do.  We have seen this  
emphasized in II Corinthians 5 as we have 
recently studied this passage.  Mixed in   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Philip & Dawn King 
were part of a team that helped plant 
Adoration Church 5 years ago. It meets in 
Glendale Elementary School in Savage 
and is a daughter church of Berean  
Baptist and Grace. That was a very  
rewarding and humbling experience to try 
to reach people who wouldn't otherwise 
set foot in a church building. Philip and 
Dawn love being part of such a loving 
church that has welcomed them with 
open arms. It is such a joy to be greeted 
by someone when you enter for the first 
time. This is one of the main reasons that 
Bethesda stood above all the other 
churches we visited. Thanks for making 
us feel at home. We are so glad  
Bethesda made the move here to Prior 
Lake/Savage area. And Bethesda is so 
glad the Kings made the move to our 
church. Their joy in the Lord is infectious 
and encouraging to us all...! 
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God Bless You on  
Your Special Day!  

 

August Birthdays 
8-06 Vern Hendrickson 
8-11 Bruce Anderson 
8-12 Laura Larson 
8-14 Mary Mueller 
8-15 Gary Johnson 
8-15 Kelsey Thon 
8-16 Betty Crownover 
8-17 Claudia Hennen, Ray 
        Lundgren 
8-18 Warren Anderson 
8-19 Dawn King, Elmer Wedel 
8-20 Rachel Matychuk 
8-21 Marian Berglund 
8-22 Chris Hunter 
8-23 Sharlene Czajkowski 
8-24 Carol Huston, Corinne 
        Papulas 
8-25 Mary Ann Dalbey 
8-26 Dave Lewis 
8-27 Steve Wickstrom 
8-29 Paul Ebert 
8-31 Melody Zunker 

Anniversaries 
8-02 Dave & Wanda Teply 
8-04 Milton & Leota Anderson 
8-05 Jim & Betty Crownover 
8-06 Andrew & Sarah Dykstra 
8-13 Dave Naughton & Heidi 
        Sonsteby-Naughton 
8-13 Ron & Shelley Waters 
8-15 Duane & Jennie Herbranson 
8-17 Tom & Tammy Williams 
8-19 Warren & Dorene Anderson 
8-20 Ellsworth & Pearl Schwandt 
8-21 Duane & Kendra Larson 
8-22 Tom & Mary Vellani 
8-24 Bob & Sharlene Czajkowski 
8-24 Henry & Gladys Olson 
8-26 Paul & Diane Ebert 

Missionary Birthdays 
8-01 Naomi Hodgson 
8-04 Arnie Selfors 
8-08 Urian Rios, Brianna Roth 
8-23 Scott Spooner 
8-25 Danae Benton, Lorene Gabler 
8-26 Michelle Campos, Jule Rios 
8-30 Gabrielle Rios 

Missionary Anniversaries 
8-05 Steve & Barb Sherman 
8-16 Mike & Terese Benton 

��� ��	�	������	��"�����	��� ��	�	������	��"�����	��� ��	�	������	��"�����	��� ��	�	������	��"�����		 			

They met in 1983 when Philip was the 
coach for the softball team that Dawn 
played for.It was God putting them together 
because they just knew by the second date 
they would be married one day. Dawn's 
Dad "suggested" (made) her wait till she 
was 21, so after her birthday in August they 
were married September of 1984 and will 
celebrate their 25th anniversary this year. 
Philip says it is by the grace of God they 
have stayed married because when you 
marry that young, there are so many 
worldly things that can come between and 
cause you to grow separately. God has 
been watching over them and has blessed 
them with a loving family and friends. 
They have son Nicholas 23, who lives in 
Chicago and daughter Marissa 20, who 
attends St. Thomas in St. Paul. Philip has 
been employed by Best Buy for 10 years 
and Dawn works in the photo lab at the Su-
per Target in Savage. 
     When not working, you can find Philip 
fishing or gardening with Dawn keeping him 
company occasionally and she can be 
found on the tennis courts in her spare time 
or checking out a book from the church li-
brary's great selection. 
     They have served many churches in 
many ways. Dawn has always been spiritu-
ally fed through music and loves being a 
part of the choir family at Bethesda. Philip 
has served in many capacities but.singing 
in the choir will never be one of them! They  
 

ED JANKOWSKI  - Praise the Lord! Ed 
under went extensive testing recently and 
they did not find any cancer in the colon, 
liver, stomach, or lungs. No more chemo! 
The doctors continue to try to diagnose 
the pain, the loss of appetite, and the 
weight loss that Ed is experiencing. They 
feel the problem is in the stomach area. 
They have changed some of his medica-
tions and want to give it time. Thank you 
for remaining strong with us. It is a comfort 
to know so many are praying with us. We 
need you!   
CONGRATULATIONS  - Praise for the 
birth of  twins Kaylee Jean, 4lbs. 12oz, 
and Ariana Jolie, 4lbs. 8oz. They were 
born Friday, July 10th at 12:53 a.m. The 
happy parents are Jake & Cassandra  
Martinez; Great Grandparents are Pat & 
Truman Wigen. The twins are home now 
and are doing well. Thank you so much for 
all of your prayers.  

HEIDI SONSTEBY-NAUGHTON - (Long 
time friend of Bethesda) Heidi has been 
suffering from a long battle of pain and 
fatigue.  Her first trip to Mayo is over. All 
went very well...the specialists feel  
confident that there is no cancer in her 
pancreas at this time. Her next appoint-
ment has so much expectation from her 
and her family. Pray that the doctor will 
have the right answers, connections, and 
perspective to improve her pain. 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  - We praise 
the Lord for the 185 children that attended 
our Bible school. Please continue to pray 
for the children, that the word planted in 
them, will grow. We praise the Lord for 
those who made decisions for Christ! 
CORINNE PAPULAS  - Corinne had knee 
replacement surgery this month.  Her   
recovery has been slower then the doctors 
expected. Pray for strength, peace, and 
patience as she goes through rehabilita-
tion and the healing process. 

 Getting to know You… 





It has been our joy to sponsor for the past 
nine years now our “Discovery Conference”  

with Les Feldick on Aug. 24-26, 2009. 
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August 9th  
 after  church 
 at Cleary Lake    
 Park, Prior Lake 
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(Reception Following) 
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Bring a dish 

to share! 
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             August 25, 2009 
For those not attending the whole 
Discovery Conference there is an 
opportunity to enjoy a special part 
of this time.  
A three hour 
Riverboat 
Cruise and 
Lunch leaving 
from Stillwater, 
Wisconsin. We will leave at 12:30 
and the cost is only $22.00.  A van 
will leave from church and we  
expect this to be a great blessing. 
Sign up at church.  There will be a 
great time of fellowship with over 
100 people from the conference. 

Mark Your 
Calendar’s 

 

AWANA 
 

Begins 
Wednesday,  

 

September 16th, 
6:45 pm - 8:15 pm  

 
Boys and Girls Ages 
 3 Years - 6th Grade 



VBS was a blast! Camping 
at Bethesda turned out to 
be the real thing for the 
Schauer's. They brought 
their motor home, set up 
a tent for the kids and 
were ready to go without 

the traffic hassle. Did you 
all notice the clever camping backdrops set 
up around church? Every participating church 
painted their own backdrop for all to use. 
Ours was the darling scene of kids, canoes 
and joy...all done by Tim Osterlund. Some of 
animals were painted by Pastor Mark,  
Rachel Matychuk, Luke Gowdy, Joy Gowdy, 
and Brandon Osterlund. So many guys have 
been hard at work here knocking out walls, 
making new rooms, painting, putting up  
ceilings, wiring, etc. I was amazed to watch 
young fellas working right alongside their 
dads, all covered with plaster dust and grime. 
They really know the meaning of WORK! 
Pastor Mark threw a wonderful banquet for 
the folks who attended the GBX classes. (I 
know 'cause I never miss a meal around 
here). Everyone concurred---it was well worth 
the investment. 
     Keller's celebrated 63 years of wedded 
bliss this past July. Poor Merlin would like to 
be trekking through the mountains of Colo-
rado as they did on their honeymoon but that 
bum ankle keeps him grounded. 
     Lieutenant Channing Moss, while on pa-
trol in Iraq, was ambushed and a live, unex-
ploded RPD entered his abdomen and 
lodged in his hip. A Field Surgical Team had 
to remove it knowing it could blow up at any 
minute. Not one sound was made till the pro-
cedure ended successfully. When asked, not 
one felt they had done anything heroic! 
     What happened to Wally’s Cousin??  
The great excitement began one Sunday 
morning as a mouse came in our front door. 
Boy, did that stir some folks up. Think of it, he 
survived the mighty trip from the "old coun-
try". He made his way across the country to 
Minnesota and crossed Prior Lake on his 
home-made match-box raft. Blindly dashing 
across Hwy. 13, he popped up right at the 
front door of Bethesda, hearing this was a 
friendly church. Waiting patiently for the door 
to open he prepared a greeting for cousin 
Wally. To say the least, his reception wasn’t 
very welcoming at all. He was chased out 
immediately! Wally is still sad about that! 

Thought for the month:  
I shall pass through this world but once 

any good, therefore, that I can do 
or any kindness that I can show, 

let me do it now 
for I shall not pass this way again. 
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Wally 
Sez... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Students Equipped to Minister to Peers,… 
that is what SEMP stands for. Everyone  
of us found this to be a challenging and 
inspiring time as we considered the  
spiritual needs of those around us every 
day of our lives.  So many of our peers 
have no opportunity to honestly think 
about eternal issues.  They have no one 
who takes the time to explain the  
message of the Gospel in a clear and  
loving way.  It was so encouraging to 

   meet people on buses, on trains, and in  
   parks all over the Chicago area and find that 
   in most cases, people are really open to  
   talking about spiritual things.  In many cases 
   we found that people were really searching 
   for answers  
   to the big  
   questions 

about life. There is nothing more exciting 
than stepping out and taking a risk and 
sharing our convictions with someone else.  
We all had many opportunities to share with 
people and in several cases we were able 

   to pray with  
   people about issues in their lives and we  
   were also thrilled to see some people  
   ready to make decisions of faith for the 
   Lord. It was 
   a very full  
   week with 
   classes 

every morning and outreach ministry every 
afternoon. But, it was a joy to be able to do 
this together and to be able to encourage 
each other because we were all facing the 
same challenges together.  

  Thank you for your prayers and thank  
  you for supporting this effort in the  
  many ways you have.  It is so very 
  encouraging to all of us to know that 
  our church family is behind us in every 
  step we take. 



Bethesda Church 
15033 Hwy. 13 South 
Prior Lake, MN  55372  
 
www.bethesdachurch.com  

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Prior Lake, MN 
Permit No. 32 
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August 24-25-26, 2009 
 

Join us for our ninth annual Adult Bible 
Conference where we expect a tremendous 

blessing in God’s Word and in Christian 
fellowship. You don’t want to miss this excellent 

opportunity to be challenged in the 
Word with great Christian friends.  

  

Speaker :  Les Feldick with 
    “Through the Bible”  
Location : The Associated Retreat     
        Center - Osceola, Wisconsin 

 

Brochures are available in foyer or call the 
church office 952-226-6651 

 

August 21-23 , Les will be teaching at Bethesda 
Church, Friday & Saturday evening from 7:00 
pm to 9 pm, and Sunday morning at 9:00 am 
and 10:15 am, followed by a Pot Luck Dinner. 


