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It is exciting for us to see so many young
people graduate from High School and to
recognize all the very important decisions they
are facing. Eight of our teens have reached this
important milestone in their lives and as we
think of them we are filled with hope for what
God has in store. Their potential is truly
significant and our prayer for each of them is
that God would get a hold of their lives and use
them in wonderful ways for His glory. Itis
awesome to think they will be our future leaders
and they will be the Lord’s instruments for
impacting our world in the days to come.

Putting ourselves in their shoes we
recognize that it is a challenging thing to face a
host of critical decisions all in rapid succession.
It is not easy to stand firm for what is right, to be
courageous in life’s choices and to be
committed to God'’s best. A few years ago
psychologist Ruth W. Berenda and her
associates carried out an interesting experiment
with teenagers designed to show how a person
handled group pressure. The plan was simple.
They brought groups of ten adolescents into a
room for a test. Subsequently, each group of ten
was instructed to raise their hands when the
teacher pointed to the longest line on three
separate charts. What one person in the group
did not know was that nine of the others in the
room had been instructed ahead of time to vote
for the second-longest line. Regardless of the
instructions they heard, once they were all
together in the group, the nine were not to vote
for the longest line, but rather vote for the next
to the longest line. The experiment began with
nine teen-agers voting for the wrong line. The
single person would typically glance around,
frown in confusion, and slip his hand up with the
group. The instructions were repeated and the
next card was raised. Time after time, the

self-conscious single person would sit there
saying a short line is longer than a long line,
simply because he lacked the courage to
challenge the group. This remarkable
conformity occurred in about 75% of the
cases, and was true of small children and
high-school students as well.

Upon reading of this unique test my mind
was quickly drawn to so many great heroes of
our faith in the scriptures. In contrast, they
were men and women who were not afraid to
stand alone. They were great examples to us
like David, Daniel and Joshua, who stood
alone against giants and faced a pit full of
lions, and stood firm against the popular
opinion of a whole nation! God is looking for
courageous followers and faith-filled leaders
who will be willing to stand for what is right no
matter what the opposition is and no matter
how great the pressure to conform. Just like
Moses stood toe to toe with the king of the
world, so we know we can face each
challenge that comes as the Lord is with us.
That is my prayer for each of these young
people as they graduate and go forward with
the challenges of the future. | pray that they
will be a courageous generation and that their
eyes will be upon the Lord and not upon the
empty and confused opinions of the crowds
that happen to surround them. The greatest
heroes and most thrilling examples of the
faith-life where those whose confidence was
in the Lord no matter what opposed them. So
we take the words of Joshua 1:9 and we utter
them as a prayer for each of our graduates,
“Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.”

By Shirley Calvin
Ellen's Story: | was born in
Denver, Co. June of 1924,
the youngest of 5 children.
Three sisters and a brother
still live in Colorado. Dad left
Kansas at the age of 16. The

family traveled by covered
wagon to Co. working on farms
to pay their way. He met Mom
in Pinon, Co.. Dad farmed, had
a garage, worked on the rail-
road and started his own
cement business at the age of

65 and worked till retirement in
his 90's. | met my husband,
Everett, when | was coming

home from church and my sister,
her boyfriend and his friend were
leaving for work. They got to the
gate and Everett (Continued on pg. 2)
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ED JANKOWSKI - Ed’s SIRT procedure
was Thursday, May 28th. Ed is still very
tired and experiencing some pain and
nausea. Pray for his strength and for good
results from his SIRT procedure.

ART MATYCHUK - Continue to pray for
Pastor Art for strength and healing.
MERLIN KELLER - Merlin fell a few
months ago and broke his ankle in three
places. It is having a hard time healing. He
had a 2nd surgery on May 18th. The sur-
gery went well, but there was more dam-
age then the doctors expected. Pray that
his ankle will heal properly.

HEIDI SONSTEBY-NAUGHTON - (Long
time friend of Bethesda) Heidi is suffering
from a long battle of pain and fatigue, so
much that she cannot sit or stand for very

long. She had a CT scan and will be
having an MRI soon. She is trying to get
accepted at the Mayo Clinic to see if they
can find out what is wrong with her. Keep
praying for her.

JUDY BROWN - Judy had knee replace-
ment surgery Tues., May 12th. Pray that
she makes a complete recovery.
CASSANDRA MARTINEZ - Cassandra is
expecting twin girls in August. She has
been having complications. It is a week to
week situation on their status. Continue to
keep Cassandra in your prayers.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - Please
pray as we meet and prepare for this very
important ministry event. For wisdom and
the Lord’s guidance in the decisions we
will be making. Pray for the children that
will be attending VBS. That their hearts will
be opened to God’s word.

Getting to know You...

turned to Edith and said, "I'm going to marry
her". We were supposed to go on a date
but he came down with the mumps and
was hospitalized. We finally got together
and were engaged the night | graduated
from High School with Dad's permission.
We took a bus to Milwaukee where
Everett's Dad was a Methodist Minister and
Sunday he cut his sermon short and
announced, "l have a wedding to perform".
The whole congregation attended and |
didn't know one soul including his parents.
That was June 14, 1942.

While Everett was stationed at Camp
Kearns, Utah, | was back in Co. when son
Larry was born in 1943. Everett's orders
came through, he had a 10 day furlough so
he went to his folks now in Wi.. His brother
came from Tx. and | took baby Larry by
train to Wi.

While Everett was in the China-Burma-India
Theater, Cheryl was born - 1944. Everett
returned on Cheryl's 1st B'day, was
discharged from the Army but soon
re-enlisted. Our kids went to 12 different
schools. We enjoyed Japan where Cheryl
graduated from 8th grade. Then back to the
States----from Tx., Co., to Mn. where the
kids graduated from Bloomington High.

Son Larry joined the Army while Cheryl
went to Bethel College. We were ordered to
Tx. once again but Cheryl stayed with the
Lennon Larson's on weekends while
finishing at Bethel. When school was over
we were to be transferred to Taiwan. Cheryl
was puzzled but asked Alan Larson , "am |
going to Taiwan or not?" She didn't!!

We attended their wedding, then off to
Taiwan and traveled to Okinawa and Hong

in the hospital. We
held church in
friend's homes and
had different
missionaries as
speakers. :
My Mom died while &
we were in Japan so upon our return to the
States Dad lived with us.

Everett retired and took a job with
Pinkertons. Now we were in Fl. Everett
was an avid Ham Radio operator. We
spent 22 years in Fl. till Everett died and |
moved back to Co. | wanted to spend time
with Larry who was very ill. Ten months
later he died of cancer.

| worked in the church kitchen, joined
friends in a bowling league but that was
eliminated when | started having back
problems.

| knew it was time to move again---back to
Mn. with Cheryl and family. So here | am!
The Lord worked it all out and | am
thankful for my family, great church and
church family.

Ellen is quite humble. She lost a beloved
Aunt, Mom, husband and son within 5
years.

She's had her share of health issues ---all
without complaint and with a smile. She
delights in her family and grand-kids. And,
believe it or not, she's a pistol packin'
mama. Grandson, Derrick, set up a target
right outside her back door and he has her
target shooting once a week or so.-----So,-
-------------- mind your p's and g's!!!

God Bless
You on
Your Special
Day!

&

June Birthdays

6-01 Andrew Dykstra

6-03 Diane Schirmer

6-04 Dorothy Rivenburg

6-05 Jim Kiekhafer, Andrea Gray

6-06 Tom Williams, Mitch
McGillick

6-07 Joyce Peterson

6-08 Ray Crumb

6-09 Savannah Koskovich

6-12 Carolyn Bakke

6-13 Dorene Anderson

6-15 Ginny Dugan, Bob Lein,
Elisa Reid

6-16 Kathy Matychuk, Paul Zunker

6-19 Diane Martin

6-24 Charles Myhra

6-25 Ryan Lind

6-27 Steve Wentworth

6-28 Anne Johnson, Carol
Von Arx, Ellen Soper

6-29 Tia Peterson

6-30 Colleen Johnson

Anniversaries
6-02 Vern & Lois Hendrickson
6-07 David & Nancy Matychuk
6-15 Ronn & Joyce Gunn
6-18 John & Becky Christenson
6-20 Ed & Carol Jankowski
6-23 Bob & Angie Juneau
6-23 Jim & Barb Kiekhafer
6-24 Robert & Lynna Schauer
6-27 Clarence & Arlene Sutton
6-27 Bill & Patsy Jones

Missionary Birthdays
6-12 Shad Spooner
6-19 Debbe Meier
6-21 Jake Crouse
6-22 Dorothy Mattias

Missionary Anniversaries
6-04 Arnie & Sally Selfors
6-05 James & Nell Lawley
6-10 CIliff & Betty Lee
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2009 High School Graduates

Joel Anderson is graduating from Apple Valley High
School on June 12th. He will be attending Grace Bible
College in the Fall. His Graduation Open House is
Sunday, June 14th from 2-6 p.m. at the Anderson’s home
- 15056 Portland Ave. S, Burnsville.

Keira Anderson is graduating from School of
Environmental Studies on Wednesday, June 10th. She is
looking forward to attending Grace Bible College in the
Fall. Her Graduation Open House is Sunday, June 14th
from 2-6 p.m. at the Anderson’s home - 15056 Portland
Ave. S, Burnsville.

Leah Crumb is graduating from Kennedy High School,
She will be attending Normandale Community College in
Bloomington, MN. Her Graduation Party _is Sunday,
June 14th, 12-6 p.m. at the Crumb’s home - 9213 Clinton
Ave. S. Bloomington.

Alaina Larson is graduating from the Minnesota
Academy for the Blind and looking forward to continuing
her life-transition studies at the Academy Plus program
within MASB for the remainder of her education. Her
Graduation Open House is Saturday, June 13th, from
2-5 p.m. at the Larson’s home - 11545 23rd Ave. So,
Burnsville.

church picnic

August 9th, 2009

after church at
Cleary Lake Park,
Prior Lake

Rachel Matychuk is graduating from Burnsville High
School on June 5th, and is looking forward to attending
Grace Bible College. She will be majoring in music.
Rachel will be presenting her senior piano & voice recital
on Sunday, June 7th at 1 p.m. at Bethesda. Her Open
House is Sunday, June 7th from 3-7 p.m. at the Matychuk
home, 13312 Penn Ave. S. Burnsville.

Alex McGillick graduated from Southwest Christian High
School. He will be attending Minnesota State University
Mankato with a 4 year ROTC scholarship. His Open
House took place on May 23rd.

Kathrin Myhra graduated from Forest Hill Christian
Academy on May 16, 2009, with other home educated
students at the MACHE graduation commencement
ceremony. Kathrin plans to major in accounting at
Northwestern College, Roseville, MN, in the fall. Her
Open House took place at Bethesda Church on May
17th.

Sean Norris is graduating from Burnsville High School on
June 5th, and is deciding on Colombia College,

Chicago, IL to pursue “Dance & Theatre” or The Art
Institute of Chicago, IL to study “Fashion Design”. His
Graduation Party is Friday, June 19th at 4 p.m. at The
Summit Townhomes Community Room, 1500 McAndrews
Road West, Burnsville.

All Graduates will be honored Sunday, June 7, 2009
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Happy June everybody!
You guys who missed work
day last May really blew it.
| was absolutely in hog
heaven (no swine flu
jokes). The Deaconess
ladies served up a banquet
beyond explanation. I've
been sleepy on my fat little tummy for 3 days
now, just trying to recover. What a feast!

Last month | teased you with a "secret
project”. Well, if you peek out at the Aspen
school playground you will see a fenced in
area called "The Secret Garden". It is newly
planted with treasures such as bleeding
heart, astilbe, delphiniums, hostas, etc. The
colorful and cute little sign was made by Vern
Hendrickson and Ed Calvin painted the neat
little bench for the kids. It will take awhile to
get established but should be a source of joy
for the little rascals.

Steve Gowdy spent many hours with Bob
Lindgren immediately after Bob's return from
the hospital. A lady called Bob wanting to
come give him a sponge bath. Steve was
telling Ed Calvin who also cared for Bob,
Bob's reaction which was simply,
"Nnnnnnnnno"!

| heard Dorie Johnson's story about her
husband's plane being shot down during
WWII and landing in a German farmer's
backyard. Husband Lloyd was captured and
spent 22 months in a prison camp. The 9 year
old son of the farmer was so traumatized by
what he saw that he needed psychiatric help
upon reaching manhood. The psychiatrist told
him to research the men from the plane taken
prisoner and then maybe he wouldn't feel so
bad. The young man did just that. He found
each survivor after their return to the States
and wrote them. In Dorie and Lloyd's case,
the correspondence ended in a great
friendship.

After Lloyd's death, Dorie and her daughter
went to Germany to visit and the man and his
wife came to visit Dorie. Bob Lindgren
arranged housing and chauffeured their sight
seeing trips. Talk about evangelizing!

Ellen Soper won the naming contest for the
No Name Group. Pacesetters is their official
name. But, Vern Hendrickson thought he
heard Pastor Mark announce "pace makers"!
I chuckled so loudly Candy Davis' brother
Mike actually stomped on my tail to shut me
up.

It was quite a "round-up" last month. Lynna
Schauer and her committee went all out----
from hay bales to boots and saddles ---the
place had the feel of the Old West. The
Christianson's, Al and Friends, Kathy and Ed
Jankowski provided "down-home, mountain,

Wally
Sez...
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I had the pleasure of interviewing Victoria & Colin on their accomplishment
of receiving the “Timothy Award”. | did some looking to see what they had
to do in order to receive the Timothy Award. They had to pass four Truth &
Training books, which makes a total of 438 verses. ~Beth Osterlund

How did you feel when you finished your 4 ™ book?
Victoria -1 feel like | really accomplished something. |
was very relieved that | finished my last book.
Colin -1 am very happy. | feel
good about it.
Do you have any tips for
memorizing verses for
other clubbers? Victoria -
used the dry erase board. |
will erase two or three words
at a time and then say the
verse. | do that until all of the
words are erased. Then | say
the whole verse a few more
times, by then | usually have it memorized.
Colin -1 repeated it ten times and then checked to see if | had it memorized.
If not | read it a few more times.
Do you have any advice for other clubbers who
would like to get the Timothy Award?
Victoria -Just keep plugging away and never give
up, it is worth it.
Colin -Try to finish a book
a year. You should say at
least 3 sections a week. It
will make it a lot easier to
get the Timothy Award.
Now that you've earned
the Timothy Award, what
are you going to do
next? Victoria -l am going to JAM Jr. High Youth
Group in the fall.
Colin -1 am going to continue with the Bible Quiz
Team and | will be attending JAM Jr. High Youth Group in the Fall.
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2 Timothy 2:15

foot-stompin' gospel music. Rindy Koukal was
the "Belle of the Ball" with her "do-se-do" outfit
and everyone was waiting for Shirley Calvin to
shoot Ed with that six-shooter she was totin".
Y'all better not miss the next big event June
11th.

Thought for the Month: Take time to smell the
flowers and let yourself glow!
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Adventures in Bible Study
& Family Fellowship
Beginning June 10

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Prior Lake, MN
Permit No. 32

FAMILY BIBLE
CONFERENCE

Denver, CO
June 30 - July 3

At Renaissance Denver Hotel

The Grace Gospel Fellowship want
you and your family to experience g
vacation like no other. Colorado
sunshine, loads of area attractions,
challenging Bible teaching and
exciting worship...designed with
families in mind.

Information
available at church
or call
616-245-0100
www.ggfusa.org
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August 24-25-26, 2009

Join us for our nineth annual
Adult Bible Conference where we
expect a tremendous blessing in
God’s Word and in Christian
fellowship. You don’t want to miss
this excellent opportunity to be
challenged in the Word with great
Christian friends.
Speaker: Les Feldick with
“Through the Bible”

Location : The Associated Retreat

Center - Osceola, Wisconsin

Brochures are
available in foyer or
call the church office

952-226-6651

Return Service Requested




