/‘ ‘E\N

£ A[The Eacourager

YU

Volume 20, Issue 5

May, 2009

Bethesda Church
15033 Hwy. 13 South
Prior Lake, MN 55372

Office: 952-226-6651
Fax: 952-226-6652

www.bethesdachurch.co

Inside this issue:

Prayer Requests 2
Calendar 3
Events 4
Wally 5

The Encourager

If you have an event or
news you would like to
have published, please
submit articles to the

church office by the sec-

ond Tuesday of the month.
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The Psalms have always been a source of
great encouragement in my life. The honesty
they contain is amazing. David is so transparent
concerning the inner struggles he faces and it
blesses me to sense the vitality of his faith in the
midst of the greatest pressures. Many of you
have shared on many occasions similar
testimony to the fact of being uplifted through the
message of one Psalm or another. The Psalms
are songs that have been ringing out through the
ages as an expression of joy and wonder over
God’s loving dealings with the average person
who puts his faith in Him. How can we help but
sing about Him?

One Psalm that has frequently refreshed my
spirit is Psalm 98 where we are summoned to “...
sing to the Lord a new song...” | love the fact
that the Lord has put a “new song” in my heart. |
love music and frequently | find myself arrested
by a show tune or a popular melody | hear on the
radio. It is fun to sing in the car and to embrace
musically uplifting melodies. But the Psalmist is
speaking of something quite different in my
estimation. All that the world can produce are old
songs, for “there is nothing new under the sun.”
The fact that David marvels over a “new song”
points us not so much toward a new composed
piece, but rather to the subject of the song. This
song is a response to the freshness of God’s
mercies, that are “new every morning. The tone
of this Psalm isn’t instructive, but rather an
expression of shear joy. The fourth verse is
wonderful as it says, “Shout joyfully to the Lord,
all the earth; Break forth and sing for joy, and
sing praises!” This exultant and unrestrained

expression reveals a heart that is totally
captivated by a singular reality. The distractions
and incidentals of life are gone and all that is
seen is the salvation of the Lord. Everything
else pales. There is such freedom and fullness
in this uninhibited rejoicing. Verses seven and
eight take this praise to new heights of
expression. “Let the sea roar and all it contains,
... let the rivers clap their hands; let the
mountains sing together for joy before the Lord!”
What could insight such a “new song” sung with
such hearty gusto? What thrills the heart of the
believer more than anything else in life?

Well, the subject of the song is clear,... “He has
done wonderful things, His right hand and His
holy arm have gained the victory for Him. The
Lord has made known His salvation.” Our
hearts are filled to overflowing when we see
God’s hand at work in our lives, even when the
circumstances are the hardest. In this Psalm is
shone the “victory” and the “salvation” of God.
The idea of victory dominates these verses and
celebrates what is completely the supernatural
work of God. When God steps into our lives He
single-handedly changes everything, “working
all things together for good.” The new song in
our hearts is inspired by our God who does
“wonderful things” that cannot be explained in
any other way than by His grace. What joy we
have in singing, whether Sunday morning, or at
a Hymn Sing on Monday night, or even alone in
the car,... because our hearts are over-flowing
with the goodness of God’s hand in our lives.
Sing a new song!

By Shirley Calvin
Charles Peterson was born on
a farm in North Dakota. The
family consisted of 1 girl and 3
boys. The youngest boy died
before the age of 2. Their
education was in a one-room
schoolhouse and Charles said,

" we had to walk uphill both
ways". Dad died when Charles
was 7. Mom moved to the town
of Herdsfield, but the kids
summers were spent at
Grampa's and Uncle's farms.
They worked, rode horses and
felt life in the country was lots of

fun. When Charles was 11 he
lived with his Uncle and drove a
team hauling kids to school.
After High School graduation
Charles high-tailed it to
Minneapolis and stayed with his
Aunt while attending Business
College. (Cont. pg. 2)
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ED JANKOWSKI - Ed started his 10th
chemo cycle May 28th. He has been
hurting a lot and the chemo effects are
intensifying, so he appreciates our prayers.
They are planning on 2 more chemo
treatments and one more SIRT procedure
at this point, depending on test results.

DORIE JOHNSON - She had surgery
Thursday, April 16th for a broken wrist.
Please pray that her wrist heals properly.

BOB LINDGREN - He had gall bladder
surgery on Friday, April 17th. He is home
and recovering. Please keep Bob in your
prayers as he heals from his surgery.

AWANA - AWANA is coming to a close.
Pray for the final weeks as the kids
memorize their verses in their books. Pray
for the leaders as they prepare for the
closing program on May 6th.

Getting to know You...

This was during the Great Depression and
he was grateful to find a job as a
stenographer for $1 a day. After a bit
Charles "argued" with the boss for $10 per
week. The deal was finally closed ----- $9.90
take home, 10 cents for Social Security.
Bethesda's first preacher, Pastor Prince,
was speaking at a Bible Camp in North
Dakota. Brother Harold heard him and was
so impressed that when he came to
Minneapolis the two brothers began
attending regularly. That was 1939. Among
the many blessings Charles found at
Bethesda, the very best was his Margaret
who, incidentally, was Helen Carlson's
sister. (Irv's wife).

Charles was drafted on March 3, 1941 for 1
year. But, before that year was up WWII
erupted so he had to stay in the Army for 5
years. After 2 of those years he was
transferred to the Air Corps and sent to
Saipan in the South Pacific as Adjutant,
assistant to the Colonel, which he greatly
appreciated.

When Charles returned from service he and
Margaret were married in Aug. of 1948.
They have one daughter, Barbara. She and
husband Merrill live in Dassel, Mn. Charles
worked at the Veteran's Administration in
life insurance work for 7 years. Then he
went to the Department of Agriculture with
the Federal Crop Insurance Program. It was
an experimental program to start and he
retired in 1975. After retirement he worked
some at Sears.

CHARLES PETERSON - Charles had
surgery on his good eye on Wed. April
22nd. Pray that it heals well, so he can see
to get around on his own.

HEIDI SONSTEBY-NAUGHTON - (Long
time friend of Bethesda) Heidi is suffering
from a long battle of pain and fatigue, so
much that she cannot sit or stand for very
long. She is trying to get accepted at the
Mayo Clinic to see if they can find out what
is wrong with her.

PRAISE - What a great blessing the
Leadership Conference was. Thank you so
much for all of your prayers. These are the
people that attended: Corrine Horn, Vern &
Lois Hendrickson, Lynna Schauer, John
Johnson, Dwight Anderson, John Toeller,
Andy Hollenbeck, and Pastor Mark. They
were challenged and truly blessed.

Charles & Margaret Petersdn

While at Bethesda Charles was extremely
active in Trustees, Executive Board,
Sunday School teaching and office,
mediator for business meetings and------- he
rang the bells at the start of Sunday School
and the ending. Margaret was just as
involved. Charles presently is the oldest
active member of Bethesda-------- 70 years!
Bethesda was originally an Evangelical
Free Church of over 900 with 700 plus
registered in Sunday School. Under Pastor
Anderson it dropped its affiliation with the
Free Church and became Bethesda.
Charles built their home on Aldrich Ave.
which he and Margaret shared for 54 years
before moving into a retirement community.
Margaret's eyesight was failing from
macular degeneration and Charles has
glaucoma. Now, Margaret's eyes are bright
and shining and enjoying the beauty of
God's Heaven. And we pray for stability in
Charles remaining vision.

This man is truly a "gentle man".

God Bless You on
Your Special Day!
May Birthdays &
05-01 Tony Berglund,
Diane Osbourne,
Shari Thon
05-04 Matt Thill
05-05 Marques Olson
05-06 John Johnson, Gladys
Olson, Wanda Teply
05-08 Marcy Dugan, Ellsworth
Schwandt
05-09 Ailyse Matychuk
05-11 Alan Larson
05-14 Milton Anderson, Hazel
Sinclair
05-15 Andrea Osterlund, Don
Sommer
05-16 Kaitlyn Thon
05-17 Shirley Calvin, Forrest
Francis, Kathryn Thill
05-19 Todd McGillick, Mary
Vellani
05-20 Darlene Cherry, Grace
Schultze
05-21 Ozena Davis, Mary Ann
Nelson
05-22 Bob Czajkowski
05-27 Josh Lein, Lindsay Nelson
05-28 Candy Davis, Kay
Haakenson
05-29 Heidi Brown, Bill Kolesar,
Rosalie Miller
05-31 Carl Christenson
Anniversaries
05-15 Charles & Pam Myhra
05-16 Howard & Emilie Helberg
05-16 Robert & Mary Nelson
05-24 Lewis & Ozena Davis
05-26 Jim & Linnae Knoll
05-27 Aaron & Denise Triplett
05-30 Paul & Melody Zunker
05-31 Dale & Marcy Dugan
05-31 Elmer & Elaine Wedel
Missionary Birthdays
05-04 Amy Sorteberg
05-06 Taylor Reed
05-09 Tim Meier
05-12 Steve Sherman
05-16 Lucas Crouse
05-20 Kim Hodgson, Sandi
Spooner
05-26 Jerry Olson
05-27 Subash Muthyala
05-29 Sabrina Muthyala
Missionary Anniversaries
05-07 David & Lynn Sorteberg
05-12 Jon & Theresa Marshall
05-17 Dan & Nancy Spooner
05-17 Kevin & Lisa Crouse
05-23 Tim & Debbe Meier
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August 24-26, 2009

Join us for our ninth annual Adult Bible Conference
where we expect a tremendous blessing in God’s
Word and in Christian fellowship. You don’t want to
miss this excellent opportunity to be challenged in t
Word with great Christian friends.

Speaker: Les Feldick with
“Through the Bible”

Location : The Associated Retreat
Center - Osceola, Wisconsin

he

Community Service
Thursday, May 7, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Lakefront Park Pavilion
near down town Prior Lake. The
theme is “Prayer...America’s
Hope” Join us as we gather with
members of our community to
pray for the leaders of our
community, state, and nation.

pring Project &
Clean-up Day!

Saturday May 16th,
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
At Bethesda Church
Grab your paint brush, hammer, and
scrub bucket and join us for a special
work day!

Join us!

At Timber Bay
September 4-7

Mark your calendar & plan to
join us for this wonderful
time of fellowship & learning
from God’s Word.

Our Speaker is Dr. Sam Vinton

Information is available in the foyer!
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S.E.M.P CHICAGO
Summer Missions 2009 Trip

Youth Team Members:
Madeline Blackstone
Andrew Brandt
Jonathan Brandt
Emily Christenson
Forrest Francis
Jamee Francis
Michael Francis
Luke Gowdy
Kendra Hollenbec
Kristianna Larson
Rachel Matychuk
Alex McGillick
Mitch McGillick
Lindsay Nelson
Michael Sherwood

Adult Team Leaders:
Mark & Kathy Matychuk,
Marcy Dugan and Todd McGillick

LEASE PRAY FOR OUR TEAM!
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The merry, merry month of
May! | love it. Everyone is
thawed out and scurrying
Wally around. Sprouts are poppin' up
Sez... and buds are poppin' out and it |
smells so nice. God is good!
The ladies have been using
square mirrors for centerpieces at banquets. Th
squares had rough edges and Sandra and John
Toeller noticed this while cleaning up after Lanc
and Savannah's wedding reception. They took
the mirrors to son Andrew who works for Twin
City Creative Glass and you should see them
now. Wow! Beautifully beveled edges.
Remember the Women's Retreat last March? |
just overheard a conversation. Nadine
Wentworth has attended 32 consecutive years.
Amazing!
There is a secret project in development here at
Bethesda. Just to peek your curiosity...come on
out to work day, May 16, and see if you can find
it.
I knew Dorie Johnson and Bob Lindgren were
pals and shared a lot. But this is ridiculous. First
Bob has a gall bladder attack, Dorie goes over t
help, falls and breaks her wrist. That's
carrying sharing too far. | chuckled when | heard
her biggest complaint....trying to tie her
shoelaces. Then Howard Helberg found himself
commiserating with Bob and this gall bladder
business.
How about that little "Amazing Grayce"! Denise
and Aaron may be Mom and Dad and Bruce and
Carol and Evelyn and Ray may be the "G&G's"
but the entire church is family--------- even me.
And we're celebratin'.
There is such a wealth of talent in this little
family church. From our Pastor Mark to every
member. Kathy concocts her own musical
offerings arranging, writing and making the choir
sound like 100 voices. The worship team makes
us smile as we praise the Lord. Look how the
instrumental contribution is growing. Pam and
her tummy stuffers, Beth and Rhonda in the
office, Donna making things shine, Corinne and
Darlene in the Library, small group leaders,
volunteers, guys and gals pitching in to maintain
and care for the church and everyone who
smiles and hugs and cares for one
another. The Lord must smile to see it all.
Thought for the Month:
Things We Can Learn From A Dog
Never pass the opportunity to go for a joy ride.
When loved ones come home always run to
greet them. Run, romp and play daily.
If what you want is buried, dig until you find it.
When someone is having a bad day, be quiet, sit
close by and nuzzle them gently. When happy,
dance around and wag your entire body. Hey!!
I'm changin' that to Things We Can Learn From
A Mouse. | do all those. See ya in June.
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race outh

amp Northern Grace Youth Camp.

Summer 2009 Schedule
“Through the Fire” is this years

May 1-3

May 22-25
June 26-July 4
June 28 - July 4
July 5-11

July 12-18

July 19-25

July 26-Aug 1
Aug 2-8

Oct 16-18

theme

Spring Youth Retreat

Memorial Work Weekend
Counselors Training Week

1st Family Camp

Junior Camp (3-5 grade)
Intermediate Camp (5-7 grade)
Junior High Camp (7-9 grade)
Senior High Camp (10-12 grade)
2nd Family Camp

Fall Youth Retreat

For Registration Information and Health Forms
go to their website at www.ngyc.org.

Calling all
kids...

“Where Kids build their lives
on the Rock: Jesus!”

July 20-24

9:00 a.m. to Noon
Note the date change
from August to Jul y!

Bible Stories - Crafts
Games - Skits - Songs

Come and make
new Friends!




