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Sunday, April 12

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service

It has been my joy of late to spend time
reading and reflecting upon the ministry of the
Holy Spirit in our lives as members of the Body of
Christ. The Spirit's work in these days is
extremely broad in its scope. It is thrilling to see
in the Scriptures the many added ways in which
the Spirit of God is working in this dispensation
as opposed to earlier times. We marvel at the
multifaceted ways in which God is at work IN US
so that He might effectively work THROUGH US
to impact our world for Him. What an amazing
privilege it is for us as members of the Body of
Christ to experience profound union with Christ
and to sense the tangible reality of the Holy
Spirit's work leading us to Christ-likeness.

The sad thing is that so many people are
using the same words to talk about something
entirely different. There is a tremendous interest
in the “spirituality of the individual”, but for many
it follows Shirley MacClaine’s type of thinking,
“kneel and pray to yourself; God resides within
you as YOU."”. There is not a day that goes by
that | am not confronted, as you are, with
aberrant theologies, humanistic philosophies,
and man-centered world views. What is so
obvious is that the bottom line issue is, “What is
\ your source of truth and authority for life?” We
are either listening to the voice of the Lord and
the Word of God, by the very active illuminating
ministry of the Holy Spirit, or, we join the masses
who are searching in EVERY other direction for
more palatable options.

Almost twenty years ago a book was published
by Moody Press entitled “The Agony of Deceit”
and it came to us as an expose’ of dangerous
trends in the teaching of a few television
evangelists and fringe groups. | was startled as |

read the book for the first time and found myself
deeply burdened as an increasingly humanistic
message was finding its way into the public
arena. It was then that | noticed a common
thread throughout these new groups and fringe
teachers. God was systematically minimized by
them and Christ was diminished in importance.
The individual was lifted up as the one with
authority, the one with creative power, as the
one who would bring the world under “his
dominion”. There was an astonishing human-
ism that was shaping many very popular new
teachings in that day. Now, twenty years later,
the momentum toward humanism has only
intensified. God is no longer central and the
experiences of the individual have become most
prominent.

As we approach the Easter season what a
joy if is for us to affirm together that Christ is the
ONLY ANSWER. The loving purpose of our
Heavenly Father, fulfilled on Mount Calvary in
the sacrificial death of His Son, is the center of
all history. All hope for mankind rests on the
triumph of Jesus Christ over death and over sin.
| thank God that He has given us the Spirit that
His truth would be revealed, that our minds
would be given understanding, and that we
would have insight into the extent of His love. In
these wonderful days we can either chose the
truth of the Spirit of God or the deceptions of the
spirit of man. We can either embrace with
overflowing hearts, Jesus Christ as our loving
Savior, or we can join the chorus around us that
says, “man, save yourself.” The truth is, there is
no sweeter time of year for us who love the
Lord, for truly Christ is the center of Easter!

8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

14

& Adult Classes
9:55 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

10:15 a.m. Morning
Worship
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By Shirley Calvin
John was raised in the small
rural town of Grafton, Wi. and
started his baking career at the
age of 8 in his Dad's bakery.
His parents divorced when he
was 10. After High School, he

went to baking school in Minnea-
polis upon receiving a scholar-
ship to Dunwoody. He then
worked at bakeries in Mn., Mo.,
and Ill. While working in Ill. he
injured his knee jogging in a gym
and, having no health insurance,

had to go back home to Mom's
to heal. By the time Sandra was
10, her family ( 2 older brothers
and 1 older sister) had lived in 5
different states. Dad was in the
Coast Guard so they moved
almost every two years.

(Cont. pg. 2)
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ED JANKOWSKI - Ed started cycle #9
Tuesday, March 31st. It takes “Stick-to-it-
iveness” to keep going when you know what
the side effects will be...it's the Lord giving
us the strength. Praise the Lord, the SIRT
procedure was approved. You can get up-
dates at caringbridge.org/visit/edjankowski.

HOWARD HELBERG - Howard had to have
emergency gallbladder surgery on Saturday,
March 28th. He is now home. Please pray
for a quick recovery.

MERLIN KELLER - Merlin fell and broke his
ankle while walking out to get his mail. He
will be seeing his doctor in April to see how it
is healing. Pray for Merlin during this time of
recovery. Pray also for Ruth as she takes
care of his needs.

Getting to know You...

He retired in 1967 and the family moved to
Mom's home state of Wi.  In March of
Sandra'’s senior year in High School, she
and a good friend made plans to spend the
day together. They ended up at her friend's
house where Sandra was introduced to the
family. There sat her Mom and Dad and 6
siblings----but----Sandra'’s eyes were locked
on her friend's older brother! They were
engaged June 6th and married 27 days
later, July 3rd, 1975. In 1977 Jack was
born. He is now a fire fighter in the Air Force
serving in the United Arab Emerits but re-
turning soon to Gemany.  Second son,
Andrew was born in 1978 and works for
Twin City Creative Glass in Burnsville. He
lives in Apple Valley with wife, Siobhan and
3 children Mackenzie (4), Deven (2), and
Kyleena (11 months). Then----in 1982
Angela was born!!! She fills the house with
laughter, singing and books. She loves
her job as a 6th grade teacher in the Prior
Lake School District. (And they love her). In
the summer of 1982 John searched the
Scriptures looking for answers to the haunt-
ing questions about life and in doing so he
received a personal relationship with the
Lord which led Sandra to see the need for
that same relationship. By this time they
had moved from Ill. Back to Wi. Then
Wauollet bakery called and wanted John, so
back to Mn. they went in 1992. The Toeller's
soon realized there was no future at
Wauollet's and with 2 new schools being built
within a mile of their home, John applied to
become custodian. It was after seeing Les
Feldick on TV and writing to ask where
there was a church in the area, Les called

SUE HOLLENBECK - Sue had surgery on
Tuesday, March 31st. It went very well. She
is at Fairview Southdale and will be home on
Friday, April 3rd. Pray for a speady recovery.
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE - Pray for our young
people as they are making decisions about
the Mission Trips this summer.

PRAISE GOD for the Women'’s

Retreat. The women had a wonderful time at
the retreat and returned challenged by God’s
Word to BEE encouraged, BEE balanced,
and BEE God’s light in the world. Sue
Spykerman was such a blessing to us all.

THANK YOU - | want to thank everyone for
their calls, prayers and encouragement dur-
ing my last surgery. | really love and
appreciate my church family.

~ELLEN SOPER

them personally to recommend Bethesda in
Minneapolis. He also told them the Church
would be relocating to Savage. John and
Sandra both said, "Praise the Lord for leading
us to Himself and to our family at Bethesda
John and Sandra are the true definition of
servants for the Lord. They do so many
things, always humbly, out of the limelight,
such as changing light bulbs, decorating,
cleaning. Both of them work in the kitchen,
VBS, they mop up spills, greet everyone with
smiles and laughter and just make the entire
church feel good. Sandra and John have a
Thursday ministry at nursing homes bringing
their joy and the Lord's to those in need.
Angela has a ministry caring for a physically
and mentally challenged, "Helen Keller" type
young lady. She takes Kelsey everywhere,
from a "quiet picnic" to "raucus" Valley Fair.
Angela also works with Lance Koskovich
heading up the Wednesday night Jr. High
mob. Where she thinks up those goofy
games I'll never know but those kids have
more hootin' times than you could ever
imagine. Thanks, Lord, for bringing the
Toeller family to be part of ours.

God Bless
You on
Your Special
Day! 7
April Birthdays
4-01 Don Swanson, Mark
Matychuk, Eleanor
Larson, Ferrin Reid
4-03 Sue Larson
4-04 Larry Bakke, Ruth
Lillemoe, Dean Davis,
Tom Vellani
4-05 Derek Larson
4-07 Randy Plate, Garan
Williams
4-10 Timothy Peterson
4-12 Andrea Norris
4-13 Sandra Toeller
4-16 Marion Lambkin
4-18 Andy Hollenbeck, Adam
Jones, Paul Pedro, Chris
Brown
4-19 Laura Cleveland
4-21 Julia Josephson
4-22 Tammy Williams, Leota
Anderson
4-28 Emily Cleveland
4-30 Andrew Brandt, LaDrea
Gray
Anniversaries
4-02 Bob & Lucille Dugan
4-09 Tony & Marian Berglund
4-12 Peter & Claudia Hennen
4-13 Bill & Roberta Kolesar
4-21 Ted & Judy Brown
4-22 James & Julia Josephson
4-22 Chris & Heidi Brown
4-23 Mike & Donna Gray

Missionary Birthdays
4-09 Sandra Muthyala
4-10 Sharayah Spooner
4-17 David Sorteberg
4-22 Mary Sue Reed
4-24 Mary Sorteberg
4-25 Lynn Sorteberg
4-28 Mike Benton

Missionary Anniversaries
4-17 Ken & Mary Mueller
4-23 Urian & Jule Rios
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To Experience An Easter Musical Concert

April 10th,
Good Friday, 7 pm

7:.00 am Sunrise Service
8:00 am Easter Breakfast
9:00 am Sunday School & Adult Bible Classes
9.55 am Coffee Fellowship
1015 am Easter Worship Service

Calling all
kids...

“Where Kids build their lives
on the Rock: Jesus!”

July 20-24

9:00 a.m. to Noon
Note the date change
from August to July!

Bible Stories - Crafts
Games - Skits - Songs

Come and make
new Friends!

orthern Register for camp by
raceé  picking up a brochure and

outh mailing it to Northern
amp Grace Youth Camp.
—

Summer 2009 Schedule
“Through the Fire” is this years

theme
May 1-3 Spring Youth Retreat
May 22-25 Memorial Work Weekend
June 26-July 4 Counselors Training Week
June 28 - July 4 1st Family Camp
July 5-11 Junior Camp (3-5 grade)
July 12-18 Intermediate Camp (5-7 grade)
July 19-25 Junior High Camp (7-9 grade)
July 26-Aug 1 Senior High Camp (10-12 grade)
Aug 2-8 2nd Family Camp
Oct 16-18 Fall Youth Retreat

For Registration Information and Health Forms
go to their website at www.ngyc.org. They
also have lots of pictures from camp last
summer and the retreats on their website.
Kids... Check it out!

Professor Phil Long will present this class
during this one week summer term. The cost is
$250.00 for this 2 credit college course. There
is a 20% discount to those who register early
(by May 15th). The class requirements can be
found on our Bethesda website. We encourage
you to consider being a part of this exciting
offering this summer!

www.bethesdachurch.com
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Spring has sprung...and so
has Merlin Keller! He
broke his ankle "springing"
and Ruth is busy care-
Wally  taking.
Sez.. what would Bethesda do
without Pam Olson and
Marcy Dugan? | know I'd
starve. What dedicated servants for the Lord
(and for us). They worked so hard on those
wonderful showers and the wedding reception.
Little Miss Triplett will be joining our church
family any time now. Denise and Aaron are
excited and so are we.
Lance and Savannah Koskovich are happily
and joyously married and ready to serve the
Lord as a couple.

s Mol

Dear Bethesda family,

Savannah and | hoped that our
wedding would bring glory to
Christ. We hoped that folks
would be encouraged, get
exposure to God's word, be
shown an example, be convicted
of their need for a Savior, and
have fun. With the help of so

man
The women "retreated" in late March under the of yo)[J
direction of Dana Close, Carol Anderson, Kathy it wenf
Matychuk, Claudia Hennen, Rindy Koukal, Mary great.

Nelson, Sue Larson, and Dawn King. These

"worker bees" put together an inspiring, joyous

and "beeutiful” fellowship.
Betty Crownover was meditating in the warm
Florida sunshine and came up with this
marvelous poem.
Bethesda OIld and New

| was reminising today as we older folk do,
and | remembered good times with folks such
as you.

There were Sunday School classes, Labor Day

at Loon Lake, Talitha Cumi, Christmas teas
with cookies to bake, TNT, garden parties,
Mother-daughter banquets galore, we worked
in the nursery, sang in the choir, and much
more, we decorated the church with pine
garlands and bows, we trimmed trees with

tinsel, while on our tip toes. We shared laughter
and tears as the years rolled by, and saw many

a saintS go home to the sky. When times
became tough you showed that you cared,
Thank you for all the memories we've shared,
and now we have moved to Prior Lake of all
places. Each Sunday it seems that we see
more new faces. I'm sharing fellowship with
friends that are new, though they don't share

the memories that we have been through, but
the love and the caring are there just the same

and we're making new memories. I'm so glad
you came. Thank you new friends tor being a
part of these new memories to treasure and
store in my heart. Happy spring everyone.
~Wally

Thought for the month:
| have journeyed to rainbow's
end and found - not gold
but you - my friend

After all the planning, the running around,
and craziness it
was so exciting
and a relief to
have the day go
well. Many of our
congregation
have been great
examples of how
a Christ-centered
marriage looks.
Lance and | have been praying and antici-
pating a marriage like this before we even
knew each other. The day was so beautiful,
like a fairytale. | truly felt as if the Lord was
there with us.
Thanks so much for those involved in
the wedding and preparation. You are all
valuable to us. We need your encouragement, wisdom, and friendship.
Your generosity has been a little overwhelming. Thank you for your
abundant support and prayers! May our Lord richly bless you!
~Lance & Savannah

Mark your calendars now! Pick up
your camp registration form in the
foyer. Plan on your family joining us
for our annual ...

Family Camp at Timber Bay

September 4 - 7, 2009

Our Speaker: Dr. Sam Vinton
From Grace Ministries International
Grand Rapids, Michigan
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Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen
Indeed!
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“Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the Word of truth.” Il Timothy 215
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