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AwanaGames

It is wonderful to be emphasizing evangelism
this year at Bethesda. | am so grateful for
numerous conversations | have already had with
folks from church describing what the Lord is
doing. I'd like to issue a warning however. As
we are concerned about the souls of our friends
and family we face a new adversary, a new
enemy of the Gospel.

In the past there was the opposition of intel-
lectual atheism and secular humanism. There
were those who would argue with us against the
possibility of there even being a God. Christian-
ity was viewed mockingly by them as a religious
crutch that only the weak minded would gravitate
towards. The secular humanist, on the other
hand, erased God from the flow of history and
preached that we only have need of what is in
ourselves to successfully face any challenge.
For them there is no spiritual world to address, it
is only the material that matters. Many of us
have had discussions with individuals over these
things and on occasion we have seen even the
hardest heart come under conviction with the
realization that they do indeed need a Savior.
Our study of the book, “Surprised by Faith” last
summer armed us with clear explanations for the
atheistic mindset. By giving probing questions
and then good answers we saw how to help
those who were honestly seeking the truth. The
factis it is a joy to share with a searching heart!

The opponents of our evangelistic message
are now becoming more insidious and more
aggressive. Today secular humanism is giving
way to what some call a “new spirituality.” This
represents a huge shift away from “man on his
own” thinking, toward a “spirituality” that sees
God in everything. What makes this so difficult is
that it is far more aggressive in opposing the
message of the Gospel than earlier opponents of
the truth. This kind of thinking is packaged

attractively in books and on talk shows and swal-
lowed by millions of people. Itis a modern
pantheism or neo-paganism propagating that
“God is all and all is God”. Oprah Winfrey has
been a major proponent of this stating, “...there
are millions and millions of ways to God; there
could not possibly be just one.” She also says,
“God is a feeling experience and not a believing
experience” emphasizing religious experience
over religious doctrine. She has promoted the
teachings of New Age author Eckhart Tolle and
the teachings from “A Course in Miracles” by
Helen Schucman. Some striking quotes from the
book and Oprah’s featured classes are; “God is in
everything | see,” “A slain Christ has no meaning,”
“There is no sin; it has no consequence,” “There is
no difference between your will and God’s,” “Do
not make the pathetic error of clinging to the old
rugged cross,” and “My salvation comes from me.

Biblical Christianity is under attack in extensive
ways and the saving message we have in Jesus
Christ is being countered at every turn. Satan is
not content to allow the truth to come to men’s
ears. He is the teller of lies and the source of
confusion. His objective is to bring spiritual blind-
ness to the masses. These are indeed critical
days for reaching the lost. It is exciting to see
countless many turning away from a failed
secularism in their search for answers. People all
around us are deeply hungry and interested in
spiritual truth and spiritual answers. Sadly, as the
doors are open for us to share the truth, there are
many who are evangelists of deceit, sharing false
messages and leading people astray. God help
us be faithful, and help our witness be clear. Use
us to throw a life line of hope to those who are
drowning all around us in a sea of lies and deceit.
God bless each of us as we stand for Jesus
Christ. He alone is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life!
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Dave and Wanda Teply met
through mutual friends who
played softball. One thing led to

play softball on a team with their

grown kids, Jonathon and Julia.
Dave grew up on a farm in South
Dakota, while Wanda grew up in
another and they have been mar- a small town in North Dakota.
ried for almost 29 years. They still They both had eyes for the bright
lights and large crowds of the big

city and moved to Mpls, where the
met in 1978 and were married in
1980.Both were in main stream
churches. Dave was Catholic and
Wanda Lutheran. When they mar-
ried, they didn't want (Cont. pg. 2)
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ED JANKOWSKI - After a rough week,
(he just had his 6th cycle of chemo) Ed
was grateful to feel well enough to re-
hearse and play with the Grace Singers
on Sunday! He is still awaiting approval
for the SIRT procedure. Pray for God's
timing for this. You can get updates at
caringbridge.org/visit/edjankowski.
MOM’S IN TOUCH - Pray for this Moth-
ers group that is gathering every week
for the purpose of praying for the Aspen
Academy. Join them in praying for the
students and families involved. This
group meets Mondays from 8:30 to
10:00 a.m. in the fellowship room.
DEAR BETHESDA FAMILY - Thank
you for the cards and words of encour-
agement after the death of my mother.
Although we had plenty of time to pre-
pare for it, it was still hard, especially
following the death of my sister seven
months before. My mother was a be-
liever and a good example to me. She
is with Jesus! ~Paul & Diane Ebert

Getting to know You...

to attend separate churches so Dave
decided to change to Lutheran. He felt it
was much easier, less rules and he could
talk directly to God instead of having to go
through a priest. And it saved a lot of
confession time! After several years they
found some things that didn't add up as they
studied the Bible and eventually they left the
Lutheran Church and spent some time at
Grace Church in Edina. That, too, raised
guestions so they stuck mainly to home Bi-
ble studies and listening to Les Feldick. Les
and Iris stayed at their home several times
when they came for Seminars. The first
time, Dave and Wanda dropped them off at
Bethesda in Minneapolis on Sunday while
they continued on to Perkins. The next time
they stayed for the service. It was after the
move to Prior Lake that Dave and Wanda
decided to become regulars at Bethesda.
They have lived in their Bloomington home
since 1992. Dave spent almost 23 years
working at Thermo King Corp. in Blooming-
ton before getting tired of the corporate life
and got into home building and remodeling.
You can find his fingerprints all over Be-
thesda, from shingling the chapel roof to
spreading mulch and river rock in the
church garden. Wanda was a nurse who
received her Nurse Anesthetist degree in

TONY BERGLUND - Praise the Lord!
After multiple tests at Mayo Clinic
Tues., Feb. 24, Tony was pronounced
cancer-free by his doctors! Thank you
for all your prayers on his behalf.

MIKE GRAY - Mike fell and broke his
ankle and it required surgery and metal
plates to repair. The pain level has
gone down and he is getting around
well. Continue to pray for his quick re-
covery through this process.

CHARLES PETERSON - Charles has
been steadily losing his sight. Charles
has asked for our prayers that the Lord
would help preserve his sight so that
he can still be mobile and get around.
He needs our encouragement.

LOUISE BUTTS - (former Secretary for
Bethesda) Louise went home to be with
her Lord and Savior Sunday, Feb. 15th.
She was healthy and active up until
she went to sleep. Her memorial was
Sat. Feb. 21st. Please keep her family
and friends in your prayers.

1982 and worked at various hospitals in
that capacity before getting into manage-
ment at Fairview University. She currently
started and directs both the Ambulatory
Surgery Center and Endoscopy Center in
Maple Grove. She's also working on her
Master's Degree in Business Administra-
tion and gives anesthesia part time at
Ridges Hospital in Burnsville. Wanda and |
have enjoy working together in the church
garden and Wanda hosts many out-of-
towners for all Les Feldick Seminars. Pas-
tor Art's Gospelite Class is where these
two really shine! Both are extremely know-
ledgable students of the Bible and contrib-
ute so very much to that class.

A great family to have as part of our
Bethesda family!

God Bless
You on
Your Special &

Day!
March Birthdays
3-01 Sue Hollenbeck
3-02 Paul Brandt
3-03 Clarence Sutton
Amber Zunker
3-04 John Toeller
3-05 lvy Brooks
Rindy Koukal
Lance Koskovich
3-06 Malcholm Fraser
3-07 Bill Jones
3-08 Nancy Rolfe-Bailey
Mikel Oliver
3-11 Emilie Helberg
Mary Heath
Connie Sommers
3-12 Katelyn Wentworth
3-13 Kristianna Larson
Alex McGillick
3-14 Jeremiah Schimp
3-15 Terry Langnickel
3-17 Lori Crumb
Arlene Sutton
Pat Wigen
3-19 Byron Smith
Nadine Wentworth
Andy Hentges
3-20 Darlene Gowdy
3-21 Sarah Dykstra
Hilary Gunn
Tim Peterson
Scott Thorne
3-22 Sean Norris
3-23 Alain Deniau
Jim Schmitt
3-24 Connie Papulas
Shelley Waters
3-27 Mary Nelson
Anniversaries

3-03 Frosty & Cathy Hansen

3-20 Paul & Nicole Pedro

Missionary Birthdays
3-03 Sally Roth
3-10 Betty Lee
3-12 Dan Reed
3-13 Steve Vinton
3-16 DeAnna Olson

Anniversaries
3-18 Gomer & Nene Indino
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Grace Bible College

By Extension

Two Credit College Course
$200.00 Early Registration

“Introduction To
Dispensational Theology”

Professor Phil Long
June 14th to 20th, 2009
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Join us in praying for five or six individuals from
Bethesda who will attend this Leadership Con-
ference in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The focus of
this gathering will be on stirring an evangelistic
desire within our congregations. What could be
more blessed than for us to have key leaders
sharing in this time together? Will you please

pray for God to lead the right people to go?!!!
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WOW! What a close call |
had when | accompanied
m Erip Bottema on .S.afari.
Sez.. | While he was visiting his
sister Shanda in South
Africa. Just look at this
photo...I barely made it!!
Speaking of Eric, if
you've been to
Rosalie Miller's
"Triple Espresso”
like our “No Name”
Fellowship Group,
you recall the
"Montana Cowboy"
chosen from the
audience. Remember,
"I come from Montana. | wear a bandana.

My spurs are of silver. My pony is gray"
Well, that was Eric at a January
performance. And Bethesda was well
represented at another performance.
Because there were so many young folks in
the attendance, the only gray head "Hugh
Butternut" could spot from the stage was
Dave Teply, so he and Wanda became
"Mom and Dad"!

Why is it Crownover's can turn a simple
Florida vacation into an "adventure" every
year? Bob Dybevik drove Jim's van to the
Orlando Airport, parked it, gave the keys
and information on the van's location to Jim
and Betty when they arrived by plane. Then
he flew home. Jim and Betty proceeded to
said location but......no van! After many
frustrating minutes they were told the van
was in that very location but...in a whole
different garage quite a ways away. By the
time they got the van and drove to Sebring
all their neighbors had the "opening of the
house" chores completed for them. | wonder
if they didn't plan it that way?!?

The Bible Quiz Kids here at Bethesda are
amazing! The quizzes are much more
difficult than imagined. And, for their first
year of participation, they did extremely
well.

The church Valentine Party was such fun. |
hopped in Philip King's pocket 'cause he
and Dawn were in charge of decorating and
had to be there very early-------- giving me a

no one will be sick at Bethesda for the  full time, cares for Big Mike and

: rest of the year. Proverbs 17:22. was committed to baby-sitting
great chance to scoot thro_ugh th,? itchen! Vern and Lois Hendrickson returned grand-kids during this past Feb-
Steve Qc:wdy Qarned the title of "most from a relaxing vacation in Hawaii ruary. Good thing she so organ-
romantic” reading a lovely message to ready and rarin'-to-go. Good to have ized! Gotta run.

Darlene. Ronn and Joyce Gunn and Bruce 4 1o Thought for the month:

and Carol Anderson took us through the Also good to see Mike Gray hoppin' We cannot change the past
early aqd late years of marriage around with his mending crushed an- But we can ruin the present
respectively. And Dale Dugan! Everyone kle. Bless his little Donna! She works By worrying about the future

laughed so hard at his entertaining jokes----
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Palm Sunday
April 5th, 10:15 a.m.

Good Friday
April 10th, 7:00 p.m.
Easter Concert “Savior”
Presented By: The Bethesda Choir

Easter Sunday, April 12th
7:00 a.m. Bethesda Church

8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast at Bethesda

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School & Adult Classes
9:55a.m. Coffee Fellowship

10:15a.m.  Easter Morning Worship Service
Pastor Mark Matychuk



