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you would like to have
published, please submit
articles to the church office
by the second Tuesday of
the month.
E-mail:bethesda@

bethesdachurch.com

| recently went fishing with John
Francis and a couple of his close friends on
the Rum River. It is fun to look back on that
day now that it is icy cold and everything is
frozen over. It was an absolute joy to wake
up early and eat breakfast at an unusual
time and travel up north with thoughts of
catching the “big one”. It was striking to
listen to these accomplished fishermen as
they would anticipate and prepare with great
attention to detail for the successful catch. |
saw first hand that there is a big difference
between just going fishing and being a wise
and successful fisherman.

There were many discussions of “when”
the fish were biting, and “where” the fish
were biting, and of course, “what” the fish
were biting. | got such a kick out of watching
John and his friends tutor me in the finer
points of the fishing task. What was
amazing and fun was that everything they
suggested worked. As we canoed down
the river, it was obvious that a good
fisherman adapts his schedule, his
approach, his technique to the fish. Not
only do we “go where the fish are”, (which is
such a familiar cliché’), but we must also
consider the fish’s palate, and temperament.
Some times of the day resulted in better
results than other times, and there was good
reason for this. The best fisherman is one
who perseveres. In many ways | found
myself thinking as a fish would. At one point
we came around a bend in the river and |
saw a spot where | knew, if | was a bass,
...that is where | would hang out! | cast my
bait perfectly on the spot and immediately
caught a dandy! So many times during
the day | found myself thinking of the Lord’s

summons that we be “fishers of men”. The
parallels were so numerous and the challenge
that came upon my heart was one of the great
blessings of that day! | experienced a terrific
eagerness to go fishing, an enthusiasm that
was energizing. In the same way we find the
Apostle Paul saying, “| am eager to preach the
Gospel...."” His heart was keyed up with the
anticipation of touching lives for Jesus Christ.
There is amazing joy in fishing in a way that is
successful!
| spent so much time thinking from a fish’s

perspective in terms of lures to use, and
fishing technique. In similar fashion Paul
stated in First Corinthians 9, “... | have
become all things to all men, so that | may by
all means save some. | do all things for the
sake of the gospel...”. Lovingly thinking about
people in the context of their spiritual need is a
characteristic of a person burdened to impact
others for the Savior. We know that Christ is
the answer to every need of a person’s heart.
As a fisherman would cast a bait right next to
a fish, so we bring God'’s truth right next to the
guestions our friends are asking. Hope where
people only have despair, peace in the midst
of life’s turmoil, and the possibility of
forgiveness to those overwhelmed in guilt.

This year the Grace Gospel Fellowship has
encouraged us and churches all across the
country to dedicate 2009 as a Year of
Evangelistic emphasis. | am excited as a
pastor and as a child of God because | sense
that the Lord is going to do a challenging and
stretching work in my heart this year. You
know, it is harvest time! It is the time for
fishing. May the Lord make us all wise
fisherman for His eternal glory and pleasure.

~Pastor Mark Matychuk~

This is the Mueller's story:
Ken and Mary met at the
Moody Bible Institute in
Chicago; this being the

prelude to a fifty-six year

marriage and fifty-four years
of continuous ministry as
foreign missionaries. But this
gets ahead of the story. Mary
grew up in a small town in

central Illinois. Her godly
mother led her to trust Christ as
Savior at age four. She later
dedicated her life and talents to
the Lord for Christian service.

(Continued on pg. 2)
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DARLENE CHERRY - Darlene had hip
replacement surgery Nov. 19th. She had
her post op check-up last week and is doing
very well. She would like to thank everyone
for all the prayers.

HENRY OLSON - He has been

hospitalized with pneumonia and very low
blood pressure. He is home from the hospi-
tal now and has been improving, but appre-
ciates all of your prayers on his behalf.

ED JANKOWSKI - Ed is scheduled for sur-
gery on January 8th to remove the colon
cancer. Please continue to pray for the
Lord’s wisdom for the doctors, and for His
continuing guidance. Get updates at caring-
bridge.org/visit/edjankowski

CHARLOTTE DYKSTRA - (Andrew
Dykstra’s mother) Charlotte went to be with
her Lord on Nov. 29th. Her funeral was
Wed. Dec. 3rd in Crookston, MN. Please
keep her husband, Andrew, Sarah, and her
family in your prayers.

Getting to Know You...
Cont. from page 1

Through God's providential leading, she
entered Moody in the fall of 1949.
Ken was born and raised in Minneapolis.
As a young child, his mother died and this
was a factor in throwing the small family
(Otto Mueller, Ken and sister Avis) into a
chaotic spiritual decline and challenging
day by day existence during the
Depression. But God!
The family moved close to Bethesda
Church in 1938 where Ken trusted the Lord
as personal Savior several years later.
Through Pastor H.B. Prince's powerful
teaching, he was led to Missionary work
among the Migrants on the West Coast,
but...Uncle Sam intervened -- Ken was
drafted into the Marine Corps during the
Korean War. The matrimonial knot was tied
after Boot Camp in April 1952. After
discharge we began
our assignment with
Missionary Gospel
Fellowship at the
Yuba City Migrant
Camp in August of
1954. The Lord
profusely blessed that
work. We started with
four adults and two
small children. Six years later some 150

JAMES GUEST - (Long time friend of
Bethesda Church) James went home to
be with His Lord and Savior on Dec. 20th.
Please keep his daughter Sandy Orum
and family in your prayers.

CONNIE PAPULAS - Connie is

getting a little better, but is still uncomfort-
able and very tired. She started physical
therapy twice a week. Pray for strength
and for a quick recovery. She is very
appreciative of everyone’s prayers.

MILLIE EBERT - (Paul Ebert’'s mother) is
in Residential Hospice through North
Memorial. She is declining day by day,
but she is not in any pain. She is ready to
go home to her Heavenly Father. Pray for
Paul and Diane during this difficult time of
saying good-bye to someone they love.

DOROTHY CHALL - Dorothy is
currently under hospice care with some
heart problems and respiratory issues.

were involved. While in Yuba City, Ken
took advantage of the G.I. Bill and received
a B.A. and M.A. degree in Education.
Yielding to the Lord's call to service in
South America, by November 1960 we
(Mary, Ken, Cindy, age 7 and Linnae, age
3) were on our way to Brazil, a thirty day
voyage on a freighter. Our ministry of
twenty -two years in Aracaju ( where son,
Bruce, was born) consisted of Evangelism,
Church Planting, Bible Institute, Pastoring,
and more. Mary administered a Medical
Clinic for eighteen years with multitudes
trusting Christ as Savior. In 1982, we
moved to South Brazil to continue our
ministry.

Since 1996, we have continued on staff
with Grace Ministries International, writing
Dispensational Literature in the
Portuguese language. 1 Cor. 4:2
expresses our desire, "the most important
thing with respect to a servant is that he
carry out exactly what his Lord
requires"...taken from a Portuguese
version.

Pray that we
will be faithful
servants.

No more can
be said except
with God'’s
help, we will.
God Bless and
Amen.

| Ken & Mary Mueller

God Bless You on
Your Special Day!

Vs

January Birthdays
Carol Mooney
Tracy Peterson
Jason Sweats
Howard Helberg
Don Koukal,
Vincent Martin
Bob Schauer
Heather Johnson
Jim Crownover, Ed
Jankowski, Dorie
Johnson, Merlin
Keller, Robert Nix,
Angela Toeller
Anna Pautz
Jennifer Brown, Dave
Tepley
Zack Lind, Justin
Brooks
Nicole Pedro
Andy Papulas
Joshua Hennen
John Francis, David
Matychuk
Bob Nelson
Dwight Anderson,
Bob Juneau

1-01
1-04
1-07
1-08
1-09

1-11
1-12
1-14

1-16
1-18

1-21

1-22
1-23
1-24
1-26

1-27
1-31

Anniversaries
1-06 Jim & Ann Schmitt

Missionary Birthdays
1-07 Barb Sherman
1-08 Rachel Roth
1-12 Gomer Indino
1-16 Neil Lawley
1-07 Tasha Reed
1-21 CIiff Lee
1-23 Talo Vergara
1-24 Nene Indino

Anniversaries
Dan & Mary Sue Reed
Bruce & Janet Swanson

1-03
1-19
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Annual Church Eebruar &
Business Meeting ons =

Sunday, February 8 Of"'lﬂ

Mark your calendar to attend our annual
Bethesda Church Business Meeting. We will
have a potluck dinner in the Fellowship Hall
first and then the meeting.

ALL reports are due to the office
by Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2009.

4 N

Every Wednesday Night - 6:45-8:15 p.m.
For Boys & Girls ages 3 Years -- 6th Grade

January 7 Awana Starts Up Again

January 11  All Church Roller Skating
(Roller Skating is on a Sunday Night)

January 14  Halfway Night
January 21  Bring a Friend Night
January 28 Teen Leader Pie in the Face
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All Church Family Skate Night!
Sunday, January 11, 2009
4:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Bethesda Church will be hosting an “All Church Skate Night” at SKATEVILLE in
Burnsville. We will be the only group there and will be playing Christian music.
Children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult. (You can also bringp
your inline skates too!) »
Bring the whole family and »

invite your friends. ,
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The Encourage

Wally
Sez...

I'm half way done." Then Harold was
holding the elevator for Charles and said,
"If you don't hurry in, Charlie, I'll have to
refer to you as my half-brother." That visit

was a circus!

Speaking of circus....The Francis Family

Farm is open to
skating, hockey

Sunday afternoon. I'm even lookin' for my
little mouse skates. That used to be such
fun. A bonfire burning, hot cocoa---by the
way, that's what they used to call Kathleen
Eleanor Larson,
was a Kokko! Get it?!?

Gee, the church looked beautiful during

December. But,

than the lights or the trees---it was the joy
everyone had inside. God returned Steve
Gowdy to his Bethesda family! Our cup

runneth over!!

I moseyed (or mousied) on down to Cal's

Nursery prior to

witness a precious moment. Santa was
there to visit with the kids. | saw our very

own Mackenzie

eyeballing Santa. When he invited her to
come sit next to him, she exclaimed,
"Your not Santa. Your that guy from
church."” Now think folks-----there's only
one "guy" from church that completely fits
the Santa image. If you guessed Larry
Bakke you recognize Christmas spirit.

| thought this was kinda cute. Mary Lein
brought her Mom to the Christmas Tea
and afterward here's Mom, in the kitchen,
asking how to run the dishwasher.
Speaking of workers-----again, Marcy
Dugan and her crew threw a marvelous
Christmas Banquet. And, such workers..
making delicious food, serving and
clean-up. This church family is
remarkable! Everyone helped clear and
put away tables and chairs, got their
dish-pan hands working before | even got
a dropped morsel! That's just way too

efficient.
Happy 2009 all!

Thought for the month:
Don't pray for the mountain to move,
Pray for the courage to climb it.

| sneaked along on a visit
with Joyce and Harold
and Charles Peterson.
Now that was fun! Harold
was explaining how busy
he was and Charles said,
"l get up each day with
nothing to do and by noon

all who enjoy skiing,
and scrabble every

before Larson, when she

you know, it was more

Christmas just in time to

Close scrupulously
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Saturday,
January 17th
at 4:30 p.m.

This will be an Evening of Memorable

Fellowship and a Special Dinner for all
Junior and Senior High Youth.
We Hope you can all make it!!!

This is a special dress up affair...

This will take place at church... J

\ There is no cost.




