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December, 2008
.He simply promised, “My

It was an amazing surprise.
hand on our lives. Yet for some reason itisa grace is sufficient for you, My power is made

“In everything give thanks for this is

the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” The

selves for the cold of winter and in the end we word “everything” only means something when
Elijah despaired over the frustrations of

it is put to the test. That's what Paul felt as over
They described a deep seated ungodliness and the opposition of

whatever we are feeling, the Lord simply says
The themes of this season and over again he prayerfully sought a solution

perfect in weakness!” Wow! This is something

to give thanks about. This is something to

from the Lord. God's answer was not what
rejoice over.

Paul expected.

to us,...
wonder and hope. On the doorstep to thiswe God didn’t do what Paul asked, He didn’t re-

=3
=
o
<
E
)
<
E
g
o)
IS
. : %) o
ke 92 c
T O S =T S E2
= 0 == . "> d
A 5cdOFEO O D >
0P p50LYc = ans
o = [ S0 o oFr
=S oQec=nt 23 ©35 S
503382280 c -0
= —_ c @ T >0
c 9o y— mm N X O o
c
o be] (O] = = T 5
N s (] R - 3 © ww O o
< W =] o © < O +
o ® > C = = T un.c
P> golFE g8 0 ok
SESESS_5£28 gSEE
HMH SO0 >c'cS r.kmw.e
TPIsEF=802sc8ugs<
ngo o) SS z earml
mnw S= a0 8 W,N,bem
MMW c mw — NS Q. = Mm MW © c
Qu Q (@) o ﬁH b o - O )] Qu
>0 .o @O P R
0 o = <) c ©
= O MW S MW - R c MW +—
EEE58SCEGc039l5T
< C o) () (]
Foov =035 85EScEz
S cPB3E,2L2982550
o © o A= = eanh
E-=C2Bo0ooe®S5=s E£3=
o c C = c pust =] S O =
= = © Q.= @®© = 2Cc 0
N M < W
(@)
Slcey 2y &
S 5Sm © © 8 ..
glleow ©o | @
S| 50w rL5
all 2 © © 2 =]
0 M=> NN S| »
QTS 9o 519 e
o © >". NN I ol ©
Al T = o 0 ko) = w
7} X o O A R
oll oL w® 2+ §
.. S
e ..hL%Ir_ o)) © U ¥ «
> o U o T 5 T 0
DO o [} c =
=] O o = -
ollam= £ F ol > & & =
> <o Oowuw cl 8 g &€ 8
=l g oo =

people around him. He felt alone and won-

dered if it was even worth it all.

heaviness that they are presently carrying, a

But, wonder-

was energized as it was revealed 7000 people

fully God spoke to him in a still soft voice. Elijah
| have been surprised to sense the same inner had not ever bowed their knee to Baal. God

burden of concern, which seemed incompati-
ble with the whole spirit of thanksgiving.

reminded him that He was at work in ways

Several others have shared similar thoughts.
conflict within myself and have found myself

praying with a sort of anguish at times.

Elijah couldn’'t even begin to see. David was
broken hearted for his sin and moral failure.

when we are seeking He prayed for the joy of his salvation to return,

Isn't it

true that these are the most precious

moments in our lives,...

he yearned for a heart that was clean and right
with the Lord again, and God made him a man

after His own heart.

the Lord out of the perplexity of our souls?

The Encourager
If you have an event or news

you would like to have

published, please submit
articles to the church office

by the second Tuesday of

the month.
E-mail:bethesda@

bethesdachurch.com

God loves it when we come to Him in

times like these. Paul anguished over his
“thorn in the flesh”; Elijah grieved over the

...

Nehemiah was raised up

by the Lord to be a key factor in the reconstruc-
tion of Jerusalem. What seemed impossible

was accomplished as one man sought the

Lord.

unbelief in his land; David cried out over the
sin in his own heart, and Nehemiah wept over
the shame of his ruined homeland. Certainly

Yes, it's hard to be thankful for some
things, but in those moments we learn to be

are on Him, our hearts are filled with hope and

profundity of our feelings and needs, however, promise and the deep joy of His faithfulness.
perhaps like never before. May your heart be

thankful to God anyway because as our eyes
filled with thanks as well.

This year | hope to celebrate Thanksgiving,

God wants us to care deeply about the critical
issues of our lives. It is for this reason He has
created us to be so emotional and to have

such deep personal sensitivities. Out of the
hearing His assuring whispers, just as Paul,

we find ourselves turning to the Lord and
Elijah, David, and Nehemiah did.

Replying to whatever we are facing and

sending me letters on a regular

Donna Gray was raised on

a family farm in central

her grandparents, she grew up

basis, | find that | must be one!"
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to love and have an affinity for
Minnesota living in a duplex older people. (Thank you Lord!) Donna attended church all her

with her parents and grand-
parents. As an only child
spending lots of time with
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life, but in college, found out
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In her words, "I love spending

time talking and laughing with
seniors. Now, as AARP is

that one could have a personal
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(Continued on pg. 2)
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DARLENE CHERRY - Darlene had hip
replacement surgery Nov. 19th. She
pulled through great. Pray for her as
she recovers from surgery and goes
through physical therapy.

CONNIE PAPULAS - Connie has
shingles and is uncomfortable and very
tired. She started physical therapy
twice a week. Pray for strength and for
a quick recovery.

ED JANKOWSKI - Ed is in his 3rd
cycle of chemo now and all of his blood
readings are up - which is great. Dec.
5th he will be having another Pet scan
to see how his liver and colon are re-
sponding to the chemo. Ed & Carol are
so thankful for everyone’s prayers. He
feels physically weak but his spirits are
good! You can get updates at caring-
bridge.org/visit/edjankowski.

KEN MUELLER - Ken had eye
surgery Wednesday Nov. 12th. He
had a follow-up this week and they
said his eye is healing beautifully. Ken
& Mary are very relieved after his
examination. Pray for a full recovery.

CHARLOTTE DYKSTRA - (Andrew
Dykstra’s mother) Her situation contin-
ues to become worse and the family is
facing very difficult decisions for her.
Please pray for the Lord’s leading.

HENRY OLSON - Has been hospital-
ized with pneumonia and very low
blood pressure. He has been improv-
ing but appreciates all of your prayers
on his behalf.

DOROTHY CHALL - Dorothy is cur-
rently under hospice care with some
heart problems and respiratory issues.

Getting to know You. (cont. from page 1)

relationship with Jesus Christ and decided
"that was for me". Donna says it was a
great privilege to become the first Christian
in her family and then to have the opportu-
nity to share about God's love and plan for
her parents, grandparents and cousins.

In 1974 Donna married and soon was
blessed with a beautiful daughter. That
marriage ended in divorce 11 years later.
God was faithful, she said, and "during my
single years He met all my needs". "Then
He blessed me with a wonderful husband
4 years ago, known by some as 'Big Mike"."
"That name suits Mike, not because of his
size, but because of the size of his heart!"
"He loves the Lord first, me second and
everyone else after that.” "What a joy he
brings to my life!"

Donna is so thankful for God's faithfulness
in bringing her and Mike into the Bethesda
family. "Receiving the grace message has
been liberating."

Mike grew up in Mound, Minnesota, the
oldest of 7 children. He married at 19, was
blessed with 5 children and life looked
pretty good until 20 years later when he
was divorced. He remained single for an-
other 15 years as he raised his kids to
adulthood. That is when he and Donna met
and fell in love.

Mike says, "l was saved at age 13 in my Jr.
High Sunday School Class. Although a
believer, | did not walk with the Lord for

| Mike & Donna Grav|

most of my life. After an early retirement
from my job of 30 years (maintenance
man for Hennepin County Parks), | be-
gan to read the Word again and quickly
realized | wanted a relationship with God
that | had avoided for so long.

We attended the Free Church in Mound
while listening to Les Feldick. It wasn't
long before we realized that we needed
to find a church that was both Grace
oriented and dispensational. We are so
thankful that God directed our path to
Bethesda. We have been blessed be-
yond all expectations with our Pastors
and all of our new friends! Thank you
Bethesdal!" And, Bethesda thanks you
two. What a loving couple. They care for
anyone who has a need. They'll take
care of their bosses at work, their friends
wants and everyone's soul. They are
genuine doers of the Word and true
friends

Reported by Shirley Calvin

God Bless You on
Your Special Day!

&

December

Birthdays

12-01 Kyle Anderson, Mackenzie
Close, Alahna Martinez,
Calab Thon

12-04 Nathan Wentworth

12-06 Emily Matychuk

12-07 Judy Brown, Brendan
Matychuk

12-09 Austin Cronquist, Mary Lein

12-10 Harold Peterson

12-14 Michael Francis, Tina
Matthews

12-15 Darlene Anderson, Nancy
Matychuk

12-16 Joanne Fraser

12-18 Mary Cleveland, Gladys
Holmquist

12-22 Jamee Francis

12-23 Brittny Hollenbeck, Claire
Jones

12-24 Tony Close

12-25 Julie Francis

12-27 Heidi Sonsteby-Naughton

12-28 Howie Cleveland, Robb
Schirmer

12-29 Mary Mostue

Anniversaries
12-01 John & Colleen Johnson
12-12 Truman & Pat Wigen
12-29 Dean & Candy Davis

Missionary Birthdays
12-05 Jon Marshall
12-07 Ricki Anne Zanella
12-10 Kevin Crouse
12-14 Melissa Meier
12-15 Aubrey Olson
12-17 Terese Benton
12-18 Benjamin Marshall
12-19 Amanda Meier
Missionary Anniversaries

12-18 Dave & Jenny Green
12-22 Subash & Sandra Muthyala
12-29 Jeff & Sally Roth
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True Christian Christmas

Christmas isn’t showy gifts
Or glittering decoration;
It's honoring our Savior,

Jesus Christ
In humble adoration.

It's serving those less fortunate,
Meeting their needs before our own;
It's making sure at Christmas time
That no one is alone.

It's taking what we would have spent
On things that no one needs,
And using it to help someone
With service and good deeds

Our Savior showed us how to live
With charity, faith and service.
It makes the holidays a joy,
More peaceful, and less nervous.

So let's remember Christmas is
About our Savior’s birth;
That'’s the way to happiness,
The way to peace on earth.

By Joanna Fuchs

:
|

This is the First Anniversary of
Laying Firm Foundations

To date we have received $124,033.47
of our Faith promises toward our building.

Praise the Lord for His
Faithfulness and Blessing!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

We are so thankful for all who have
contributed of their time and gifts for
this wonderful program. The number
of gift boxes is growing and growing.

Bring your boxes in by Dec. 7th!

On this day we will prayerfully dedicate these gifts to
the Lord and ask for His impact on the lives of
children around the world as they receive the Gospel.

SHARING IN A LOVING WAY

We have another special

opportunity to help a very
worthy ministry during the Christmas season. For

decades ALPHA has been helping women who are
facing unplanned pregnancies. So many things can
help them carry on their ministry that saves lives.
Diapers, food, clothing and baby equipment, all help.
A full list is posted in our foyer. Please be a part.

PROJECT ABBA
Thank you to all who gave to Project ABBA this year!
We provided approximately 40 gifts for the children in
Recife, Brazil. Missionaries Joe & Michelle Campos
with “Things to Come Mission” do this ministry.




The Encourage
Hi Gang, ‘
During the Mission @ﬁ:ﬁ]@@[ﬁ]@ @mw:
Conference we learned

that Sari Gunn wants to

be a missionary in Costa ‘
Rica (sooner than later)
and Keira Anderson

would like to be a

missionary in Japan. The Helberg's daughter
and son-in-law David and Lynn Sorteberg
showed us how each Chinese written
character tells a story. Speaking of
missionaries--Evelyn Hunsader uses her
skills evangelizing and John and Sandra
Toeller visit nursing homes one day every
week. And Steve Wickstrom has a great tract
ministry available to all of us . Looks like
Bethesda has a pretty good outreach
program.

It is so good to see Eric Bottema back. I've
missed him -- and Hannah, too. She keeps
the cat population down here!

What a joyous service last month when
Randy Plate cut loose on his Banjo with "I'll
Fly Away". Smiles everywhere and toes a-
tappin'.

The Gospelite class is entertained every so
often with some of Jason Sweats terrific
wise-cracks. For example: Pastor Art was
mentioning something about his age when
Jason rang out with, "You don't look a day
over 40 to me!" Isn't this a great family...
where you can just be yourself?!

Ken Mueller's Sunday School Class is
studying Salvation. He has pin-pointed 13
different aspects of salvation. Think I'll sneak
into that class.

It was "backwards" night at

AWANA. Look at this crazy

Josh Hennen....he went all

out!!

Emilie Van Vliet and Mary

Ann Dalbey enjoy a lively

game of Scrabble every

Sunday before Sunday

School class. It gets heated

now and then. Gotta watch those two!

Thought for the month:
Everybody needs a bit of friendship
Friendship that is tried and true
Everybody needs a bit of friendship
Whether skies are gray or blue
Everybody everywhere must have it
Every day the whole year through
Everybody needs a bit of friendship
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A Chrlstmas Concert
Sunday, December 14th, 2008
5:30 p.m.
Join us for an evening full of the excitement, warmth
and the joy of Christmas as we are led

in worship and adoration of the Savior whose
birth we celebrate.

Annual Christmas Banquet
Sunday, December 14th
(following the concert)

Following the concert we look forward to a special time of
fellowship as we gather around the table and enjoy a delicious
Christmas dinner. Make your reservations by signing up on the
list in the foyer. A free will offering will be taken at the banquet.

Invite your family and friends and share the Good News of
Christmas!




