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See locations listed
inside for one you
can join today!!!

Many years ago Robert E. Lee issued a
weighty appeal to his countrymen and by it
issued a great challenge that needs to be
heard today! He cried out to his generation,
“...knowing that intercessory prayer is the
mightiest weapon and the supreme call for
all Christians today, | pleadingly urge our
people everywhere to pray. Believing that
prayer is the greatest contribution that our
people can make in the critical hour, | hum-
bly urge that we take time to pray,...
pray. Let prayer be our passion! Let prayer

be our practice!”

His stirring call resonates with my heart
in these days, because, like you, | sense that
these are indeed critical times in our nation
It has been made
obvious to me on numerous occasions of
late, that God allows things to transpire in
our lives so that we would be humbly drawn
to a greater dependence on Him. God
wants us to rely on Him. He wants us to put
our emotional weight on Him. He wants us
to count on Him for the direction only He is
capable of giving when we find ourselves
facing the worst of what life throws our way.

The practice of prayer infuses the atti-
tude of faith into our everyday issues and is
the substance of what we read in Proverbs
3:6, “in all your ways acknowledge Him...”
Are we acknowledging that God is sovereign

and in our personal lives.

because we know He works all things together
for good?! Are we eagerly anticipating the
Lord’s return for His Church recognizing how
His purposes for the church align with what is
unfolding in human history?

As we pray, it is exciting to realize that, on
one level, God wants to move us to under-
standing and greater harmony with Himself. As
we pray, God accomplishes a work in our
hearts that has great impact and changes us.
to really Through prayer God moves us. What truly
amazes me, however, is the fact that God in-

vites us into His throne room, gives us permis-

sion to make requests of Him which He then
promises to respond to in no uncertain terms!
Scripture is clear, that through our prayer, God
moves! (James 5:16,17) This is so striking!
Through out the centuries believers have
prayed in deeply burdened ways and have joy-
fully watched as God has answered their spe-
cific requests in the unfolding of history. | am
so convinced that in this critical day we must
ask for God to work in our country. God pow-
erfully works in men’s hearts to ultimately im-
pact elections, install kings and presidents, and
open doors for the Gospel to be shared and the
lost to be won to Christ.

S.D. Gordon once said, “The greatest thing
anyone can do for God and man is to pray. It
is not the only thing, but it is the chief thing.
The great people of earth are the people who

as we pray for the election of leaders for our pray. |do not mean those who say they be-

nation? Are we acknowledging that God is
shaping history according to the purposes of
His will and that His plans cannot be
thwarted? Are our hearts filled with joy and
passion and enthusiastic hope as we face

every single one of life’s problems,

lieve in prayer; nor yet those who can explain
about prayer; but | mean those people who
take time to pray!” Brothers and sisters, as so
much is happening in our country, let's be on
our knees praying!

|

"Seek ye first the kingdom
of God". That's what the
Swenson's did. Joan was
born in Northeast
Minneapolis. Her step-
father was a week-end
drinker and a violent man

resulting in all 5 children

leaving home at an early age.
Childhood was not good but
things were about to improve.
Joan's foster parents hosted a
"Good News Club" meeting
and she accepted Christ. Now

when hard times came she
could handle them knowing
Jesus was there to help her
through. After graduation from
High School Joan attended
Bethany Fellowship Missionary

(Continued on pg. 2)
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EDYTH HOLLENBECK - (Andy
Hollenbeck’s mother) Edyth went to be
with her Savior on August 20th.

Please keep Andy, Sue and family in
your prayers during this time.

LUCILLE DODGE - (Nicole Pedro’s
grandmother) Lucille passed away
early in the morning on Thursday Sept.
18th. Please keep Nicole and her
family in your prayers during this very
difficult time.

ED JANKOWSKI - Ed was not feeling
well last week. He had a colonoscopy
and they found a large mass. He will
be having surgery soon. Pray for Ed
and Carol during this difficult time.
ELLEN SOPER - Ellen had back
surgery on Thursday Sept. 25th. Pray
that she makes a quick and full
recovery.

JOHN TOELLER - John had surgery
on his knee Sept. 29th. Pray that he
makes a complete and speedy
recovery.

TONY BERGLUND - Tony had a blood
test on Monday that showed he doesn’t
need to see the kidney doctor. His
hemoglobin is low and can be treated
with injections. Praise God he is on
the mend.

LYNNA SCHAUER - Lynna had fallen
in August and broke her wrist. She
had surgery on Friday Aug 29th. Pray
as she now goes through the healing
process.

MIKE VON ARX - Mike broke his foot
and is in a cast. Pray for a full
recovery

DOROTHY RIVENBERG - Please be
in prayer for Dorothy as she is having
a lot of problems with her leg. Pray
for wisdom on how to proceed with
doctors. Dorothy would also like
prayer for her sister Mildred as she
recovers from a stroke.

ANNE CROWE - (a former Bethesda
Church attendee) would greatly appre-
ciate your prayers as she undergoes
chemotherapy to treat lymphoma, she
is extremely weak. If you would like to
send her a card of encouragement,
please obtain her address from Beth
in the church office.

DAN & ANNA PAUTZ - Welcome
their new baby boy! Quintin Carter
was born on Sept 14th at 8 Ibs. 10 oz.,
20 3/4 long. He was born at 2 in the
morning.

He was three weeks early, but is do-
ing great. They Praise God for His
blessings.

Getting to know You...

Training Center. Bob, the eldest of 9, grew
up on a farm near Moorhead, Minnesota to
Lutheran parents with a spiritual concern.
This prompted curiosity in Bob so he
began to study the Bible and attend all
kinds of churches searching for God's will.
Other siblings followed and God blessed
the whole family. One brother, Larry, has
been a missionary in Brazil for over 30
years. In 1963 Bob came to Minneapolis to
attend (3 guesses)....Bethany Fellowship
Missionary Training Center! And whom
should he meet but....another staff
member, very attractive, who interested
him quite a bit.....Joan!!

As Bob puts it, "I now had direction and
purpose and spent 25 years at Bethany."
The rest is history. Joan and Bob raised 3
daughters, Sharon, Karen and Angela who
all know Christ as their Savior. They have
lived in Burnsville since 1987. Bob

worked in the printing industry and as a
carpenter. Joan works in the Evangelical
Free Church headquarters. Both have
dedicated themselves to a total
commitment to the Will of God. Joan is a
twin and Bob is an Ultra-Lite builder and
flier. I hope he can keep the gals straight,
Maybe that's why he builds Ultra-Lites!!
Reported by Shirley Calvin

God Bless You on
Your Special Day!

&

October Birthdays

10-03 Lois Myers
10-04 Corrine Horn
10-04 Brandon Osterlund
10-05 Blake Jones
10-07 Marilyn Mathison
10-07 Tana Peterson
10-09 Kathrin Myhra
10-14 Bonnie Johnson
10-14 Henry Olson
10-14 Lynna Schauer
10-14 Ron Waters
10-15 Erica Barnum
10-18 Elizabeth Larson
10-20 Erin Brooks
10-20 Jane Glaccum
10-21 Lexi Lein

10-22 Arlene Anderson
10-22 Phyllis Engvall
10-22 Carol Jankowski
10-29 Peter Hennen
10-30 Cheryl Larson
10-31 Jim Knoll

Anniversaries

10-08 Tim & Tracy Peterson
10-14 John & Julie Francis
10-19 Dave & Pat Lewis
10-29 Ed & Shirley Calvin

Missionary Birthdays

10-10 Cory Hodgson
10-13 Emma Green
10-17 Samuel Green
10-18 Lydia Green
10-21 Erin Benton
10-29 Sharon Gabler
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"cmist is the Answerl

Mark your calendars for this special time at
Bethesda Church. Come and hear what these
Missionaries are doing in each of these
countries to reach the Lost!!!

What a wonderful opportunity to get to know
them better!

Romans 8:31-34

Jerry &DeAnna Olson _ - Bolivia
& Danae & Aubrey
Grace Ministries International

Jeff & Sally Roth - Zambia
& Rachel & Brianna

) ) Grace Ministries International
Gomer & Nene Indino - Brazil

Things to Come Mission

“What then shall we say to
these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He
who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him
over for us all, how will He
not also with Him freely
give us all things? Who
will bring a charge against
God's elect? God is the
one who justifies; who is
the one who condemns?
Christ Jesus is He who
died, yes, rather who was
raised, who is at the right
hand of God, who also
intercedes for us.”
Romans 8:31-34

David & Lynn Sorteberg - USA

& Mary, Amy, Andrew & James

OMF Internatioinal

Our Building Dedication |

What a joyful time we shared on Sunday Sept. 25th as we
acknowledged the blessing of the Lord with the dedication of our
new building into God’s service. .
Special acknowledgments were /] "
made for our Elder and Trustee '
Boards, for our Building, Decorat- /
ing and Finance Committees, and
for our Architect (David Linnear)
and Contractor (K.A. Whitt Co.).

It was evident to all of us that
the Lord has had His hand upon
this entire process and has worked
in wonderful ways through the giving and sacrifices of so many
individuals and institutions to complete this building with such a
short time table. As a congregation we made statements during
the service of commitment and congregational dedication ac-
knowledging the Lord’s ownership of this church in every regard.
This is His church and we humbly put ourselves in His hands.

It was a unique blessing to have Frosty and Cathy Hansen 1
with is for this special occasion. Cathy ministered in song and

Frosty’s message was right on target, issuing a tremendous chal- (

lenge for us to focus our hearts on God’s highest priority.

The morning ended as it should, with the congregation
filling the halls of the new building and several men leading in +
prayers of dedication to the Lord. To Him be the Glory! \
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The Encourage

Summer quest wound up
with a slide show and talk
by Don Bierle, author of
“Surprised By Faith”, the
study book. | even
" | enjoyed it. Andy
Hollenbeck’s mom went
to be with the Lord that
evening. How good it was for Andy and Sue
to be surrounded by loving church family.
Les and Iris Feldick were here and it
was like a family reunion what with all the
wonderful friends who come from afar each
year. Discovery Conference was the biggest
yet.

Wally

Peter and Lesley Hennan went
mountain climbing. Peter climbed Mt.
Whitney in California - gear and all. He has
done this before on other mountains such as
Rainier, etc. Lesley kept busy hiking near
base camp and then the two of them hiked
Yosemite.

Sari Gunn
enjoyed a most
successful mission trip
in Costa Rica - until the
last day - when she got
a REALLY BAD
sunburn kayaking!!

(You should have seen
Flat Wally who went
with her)!

Amber Crownover, Jim and Betty’s
granddaughter, really is pretty GRAND! She
has voiced some of the most simple, yet
beautiful, prayers I've ever sneaked a listen
to.

Everyone in this church is so
fantastic...Henry Olson regularly sends Bibles
and magazines to those in the mission field.
Steve Wickstrom keeps tracts supplied in
church. Pam Olson keeps us happy and
contented with coffee and goodies and the
help of ever so many ladies. Vern
Hendrickson artfully constructs signage when
needed. Didn't you love the VBS sign with all
the kids? And Kathy --she is a regular
energizer bunny! Ever so many men have
volunteered countless hours guiding the
school to completion, hooking up a fire alarm
system for the church and school and
removing playground equipment from one
church and assembling it in our school yard,
even in the rain. That was a "God thing"!

A salesman approached Pastor
Mark, who explained we already had the very
playground equipment he was selling and
that we were about to assemble it. The man
then passed on the assembly blueprints to
Pastor Mark (who sighed with great relief)!
You all recall those Christmas Eve

SMALLGROURS

“The Truth Project”
By Focus on the Family
Paul & Diane Ebert
2123 Bayard Ave., St Paul
651-690-0717
Meeting every other Sunday-7pm

“Studies in the Book of Acts”
Gary & Bonnie Johnson
7909 82nd Ave. N.,
Brooklyn Park
763-425-0795
Meeting every Sunday-7pm

“Dispensational Theology”
Alan Larson
3101 W. 220th St., Jordan,
952-492-5030
Meeting on Saturdays - 7:30 am

“Growing Kids God’'s Way”
Parenting Class
Chuck & Pam Myhra
- 952-894-0544
at Bethesda Church
Meeting twice a month

“Young Adult Small Group”
Aaron & Denise Triplett
Location to be decided...

651-353-3600
Meeting twice a month,
Tuesdays at 7pm

“Women'’s Reflections”

Mary Ann Dalbey - 612-729-6723
at Various homes
Meeting the last Tuesday of
the month - 7- 9pm

“What | Believe”

Vern & Lois Hendrickson
7027 Newton Ave, S, Richfield
612-866-7607
Meeting every other Sunday-7pm

“A Gardener Looks at the Fruit
of the Spirit” by Phillip Keller
Pastor Mark & Kathy Matychuk
13312 Penn Ave, S., Burnsville

952-882-1526
Meeting every other Sunday-7pm

“West Metro Small Group”
Jim & Betty Crownover
Mike & Donna Gray
6544 Tanager Lane, Eden Prairie
952-937-1827
Bruce Anderson Facilitating
Meeting twice a month
Sundays - 7pm

“Men’s Study”
Dale Dugan - 763-561-6142
Call if you are interested
in participating

assemblies of bikes, gym sets, doll

Wednesday “Family night”
is in full swing. You oughta be here.
It's like a County Fair what with Bible
quiz kids practicing under Jeremy
Thon and Julie Francis', Cubbies
who are lead by Mary Nelson,
Sparks is run by Carol Anderson, the
T&T girls are under Pam Myhra and
the T&T boys are controlled by Paul
Ebert, Junior High Jam under the
reins of Angela Toeller and Lance
Koskovich, Pastor Mark's Bible
Study class and Kathy's choir
practice. I've had my tail stepped on
twice and the last time | squeaked
so loudly | scared poor little Lena
Peterson half to death.

The Mission Conference is coming
Oct. 22-26. Bless her - Kay
Haakenson is once again providing
the food for the banquet. I'm dieting
till then!

And - oh - please watch out when
driving to church. John Johnson is
on his motorcycle till the snow flies!
John and Julie Francis did the
Grandma's Marathon from Two
Harbors to Duluth, 26 miles on
ROLLER BLADES! | am tired just
thinking about it. And it took them a
bit over an hour and a half! WOW!

Thought for the month:

In the smallest aspect of life
we honor or insult God
by what we do and say.
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at Church!!
Every Wednesday

S gy

Ages 3-6th grade

JAM Jr. High Youth
6:45 p.m.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Studying Romans
7:00 p.m.

CHOIR REHEARSAL
S0 (A OUR THEME VERSE:

IN USHI ROMANS 8:31-34
JO usS \ j

Saturday October 11th,
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

At Bethesda Church

Grab your paint brush,
hammer and scrub bucket and
join us for special work day!
We will also be doing some
landscaping and planting.




