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Inside this issue:  

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

short, halting comment. I don’t know if it’s  
because we are self-conscious, or a little  
fearful of being too honest; but our first  
testimonies of the Lord often reflect how  
absolutely unaccustomed we are to  
recognizing God’s hand in our lives.  Yes, for 
all of us, bearing witness to the goodness and 
kindness of God is at first, but a trickle.  Our 
praise has very small headwaters, but oh, the 
joy of what it can become. 
     Our Youth Missions Team in preparing to 
travel up to Red Lake Indian Reservation has 
spent time preparing testimonies of personal 
ways in which God has worked in each one’s 
life.  As leaders we identified so much with 
these young people when so many years ago 
we wrestled with the soul-searching process of 
explaining what we saw God doing in our lives.  
For some of these teens this is perhaps the 
first time they have formulated statements of 
public praise to God. The idea of sharing in 
intimate ways concerning what God has done 
with a person who might be somewhat of a 
stranger is truly daunting.  And yet, I must say, 
it truly thrills me to hear their words of  
testimony. They are so honest and genuine 
and meaningful.  The passage in Psalm 8:2 is 
put well in the NIV when it states, “…From the 
lips of children and infants you have ordained 
praise…”  God wants to deal with young hearts 
in filling them with a growing awareness of how 
wonderful He is. My prayer is that each of 
these young people will see more and more of 
God’s presence in every day and that their 
praise will deepen and widen and surge  
forward to touch the lives of countless people 
for the glory of God. May His name be praised!         
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    Not a week goes by that I am not treated 
to the unique blessing of hearing from one 
person or another about a unique way in 
which God has proven Himself faithful.  
There seems to be a steady flow of good 
news concerning what God is accomplishing.  
When I was younger, I remember speaking 
of “God sightings” as again and again we 
would marvel at evidence of the Lord’s  
provision.  Even now, people will share  
concerning the unfolding circumstances and 
blessings of their lives and exclaim that it 
was a “God thing”.  The Psalms are filled 
with joyful expressions of thanksgiving and 
praise over the amazing works of God.  His 
handy-work in our lives is unmistakable. We 
depend on the Lord, we lean on Him, we turn 
to Him in prayer and we find His  
responsiveness life changing.  We know with 
all certainty that God has His hands on our 
lives. It is a joyful thing to observe the steady 
flow of testimony and praise. It is like a 
mighty river with a strong current that cannot 
be bridled and cannot be dammed up! 
     I think for all of us, testimony has a place 
of beginning. Years ago our family traveled 
to Itasca State Park and while camping there 
we enjoyed the beautiful natural setting and 
fought off deer flies.  Of course, the high 
point of the trip came as we walked across 
the headwaters of the Mississippi River. This 
amazing river that treks some 2320 miles 
down to the delta of New Orleans and  
becomes one of the largest rivers in the  
entire world, at points being over a mile 
wide,… has such a small beginning.  Even a 
little child could walk safely across it.   A 
heart that bears testimony to the wonder of 
God often begins with a whisper, or even a 

    By Shirley Calvin 
I was born in St. Paul in 
1933, and my first church 
experience was when 
neighbors took me. From 
then on church was mainly a  

Vacation Bible 
School  

August 11 - 15,  
9:00am 12:00pm 

Ages 3 - 8th 
Grade 

hit-or-miss situation till my mid-
20's. I had definitely been  
going in the wrong direction. 
With the witness of a friend 
and Christian radio, I accepted 
Christ as Savior and joined 
Calvary Baptist Church. 

While working full time at 
USWest I also went to St. Paul 
Bible College part time for a 
year. My main job at USWest 
was a long distance operator 
on the "cord board" - no direct  
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God Bless You 

on  
Your Special 

Day!  
 
 

July Birthdays 
7-05 Steve Gowdy 
7-06 Carrie Anderson, Ronn Gunn 
7-07 Sharon DeJoy, Stephen  
        Zunker 
7-11 Ruthann Schmitt 
7-14 Rhonda Brandt,  Aaron  
        Triplett 
7-16 Jonathan Brandt, Mike Gray, 
        Duane Larson 
7-17 Sara Schmitt 
7-18 Carol Anderson, Zack Gowdy 
        Eric Bottema 
7-19 James Josephson, Heidi 
        Phillips 
7-20 Brittany Matthews 
7-21 Colin Nelson 
7-22 Dan Matthews 
7-23 Donna Gray 
7-27 Leah Crumb, Mike Von Arx 
7-28 Joel & Keira Anderson, 
        Ruth Keller, David Naughton 
7-30 Beth Osterlund 
7-31 Ed Calvin 

Anniversaries 
7-02 Andy & Sue Hollenbeck 
7-02 Ray & Evelyn Lundgren 
7-02 Vincent & Diane Martin 
7-03 John & Sandra Toeller 
7-08 Howie & Mary Cleveland 
7-10 Merlin & Ruth Keller 
7-13 Steve & Darlene Gowdy 
7-14 Jerry & DeAnna Olson 
7-15 Mark & Kathy Matychuk 
7-17 Bruce & Carol Anderson 
7-22 Rob & Diana Schirmer 
7-24 Arthur & Gretchen Matychuk 
7-25 Dwight & Darlene Anderson 
7-25 Malcholm & JoAnn Fraser 
7-26 Justin & Erin Brooks 
7-28 Ferrin & Elisa Reid 
7-31 Andy & Corinne Papulas 

Missionary Birthdays 
7-02 Sally Selfors 
7-05 Aimee Johnson 
7-09 Trevor Sherman, Leah 
        Benton 
7-17 Jenny Green 
7-24 Elly Campos 
7-28 Nathan Campos 
7-31 Dan Spooner 

Missionary Anniversaries 
7-07 Cory & Kim Hodgson 
7-14 Steve & Lorene Gabler 
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 Getting to know You… 

Columbia in a hangar before it was taken 
to Florida . BIG! 
I enjoy golf, Playing my Lowry Organ, 
reading, computer frustration, pool (which I 
just recently learned), and even built a 
model airplane. I've been in choir for 40 
yrs. and have been working in the church 
library for a number of years. 
A most exciting and growing time for me 
was when Bethesda moved to Prior Lake. 
It meant driving 30 miles one way, but I 
realized it wasn't about me but what God's 
will was for Bethesda. I really enjoyed  
being a part of the 4 weeks of actual move. 
The Lord has blessed us in many ways, 
including the addition of great new people. 
I am thankful I am still here---actually, its 
never been an option to go elsewhere. I 
would dearly miss the people and the Bible 
teaching. And her Bethesda family would 
dearly miss her. 
 
 

DON KOUKAL  - He had treatment #7 
June 23.  This is the halfway mark. 
Don continues to do well. Vey little 
fatigue and nausea. Don & Rindy are 
starting to miss Minnesota.  Thanks 
for your prayers. 
 
TONY BERGLUND - Tony had some 
blood test done on June 23,  they 
showed that his kidneys were not 
functioning properly.  The doctors told 
him to drink more water.  They are 
considering changing the type of 
chemo treatment that he is now  
receiving. Please pray for wisdom as 
the doctors evaluate his treatment. 
 
ART MATYCHUK  - Art and Gretchen 
were traveling to Omaha Nebraska  

when Art got very ill, and very weak.  
Pray for strength, and wisdom on how 
to care for him while they are out of 
state. 
 
JOE TEPLY - (Dave Teply’s older 
brother) Joe had a stroke a few years 
ago, but is not doing well now.  He is 
at Methodist Hospital. Pray for 
strength and courage for him and his 
family. 
 
PRAISE - What a blessing to be a 
member of Bethesda Church - a  
loving, caring, praying church! Thank 
you for your prayers for the healing of 
my broken foot and sciatic nerve back 
pain. God is ever faithful - He listened 
and answered your prayers.  
                              ~Leota Anderson 

dialing and few entanglements! In 1992 I 
retired after 42 yrs. the last of which were 
working as a tester with outside installers. 
Bethesda became my church in 1961 and I 
was privileged to sit under the teaching of 
Pastor H.B. Prince. My good Christian 
friend, Betty Covington, and I shared a 
home for 30 years. We traveled a fair 
amount---Oregon Coast ( my favorite),  
Canadian Rockies, California, Myrtle 
Beach, Grand Rapids, Mi., and Grand 
Marais, Mn.( my 2nd favorite). Took an 
Alaskan Cruise with friends and loved it. 
Betty died in 2000 at the Superior National 
Golf Course in Lutson.  She had been a 
good golfer and had a wonderful tenor 
voice. My parents divorced about the time I 
became a Christian. Dad was an alcoholic. 
Mother was eventually saved and joined 
Bethesda till her death in 1992. For years 
I've been a part of a wonderful prayer pal 
group of gals. Pastor Prince dubbed us the 
"UB's"---unclaimed blessings. In '95 I  
received a pacemaker and had by-pass 
surgery in '99. Before the surgery one of 
the "UB's" gave me this verse from Hebrew 
13:5. Pastor Prince's translation "God will 
never, no never, let go of your hand." What 
a truth! The Lord has given me wonderful 
friends and I cherish them all - old and new. 
My brother Larry, niece Kris and her  
children live in California close to Edwards 
Air Force Base. Larry was in the Air Force 
therefore I get to visit which always is a 
highlight. I saw the shuttle land, saw the  
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To Register Call:  952-226-6651  
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Get ready for an  
Adventure of a lifetime!  

August 11 - 15 
9:00 a.m. to Noon  

 

Children ages:   

3 Years to 8th Grade  Bible Stories - 
Crafts -  Games - 
Skits - Songs 

Calling all 
kids...  
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August 17th  

 

   after  church 
  

at 
Cleary 
Lake    
 Park, 
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Blessings Abound with Youth Missions Trip to Red La ke 
 

At the beginning of the week, I was nervous and kinda reserved in what I said 
and did. But as the week went on and we grew closer as a team and to the 
Lord, I wasn't afraid to be a light and share my faith. I was amazed to see  
how open and receptive the kids were to the Gospel. I had the opportunity 
to share the Gospel with four sisters and led the oldest to the Lord.   It was 
awesome to see...            Jamee Francis  

 

Going to Red Lake helped me learn that we could minister not only to the 
community, but also to the teenagers from the other churches as well… I  
think God used us to make an impact on them…          Rachel Matychuk  

 

Our trip to Red Lake Indian Reservation 
really opened my eyes.  It taught me to really care for people less fortunate than me.  
I know the Lord was working in mysterious ways. He took the toughest and worst kids 
and opened their hearts.  We also impacted the committee by painting and helping in 
other way too. I can’t wait to go on another mission trip…  Zach Lind  

 

When we went to Red Lake, God’s love showed in so many ways,… I was able to 
lead three kids to the Lord, and I feel we had such an impact…  Lindsay Nelson  

 

During the Missions trip we didn’t just impact others, 
but each other too. I found myself growing more and 
more with God as well as growing closer to the others 

in our group. The part where I made the most impact was Kid’s Club… Leah Crumb  

 

Our group stepped up to the task during this trip. In the beginning of the trip we were kind 
of nervous and a little overwhelmed.  But after the first day, I was amazed at how much our 
group cared about the kids and how they worked so hard at the work projects.  Near the 
end,… we just started sharing our faith, passing out Bibles and there were a few kids who 
got saved!  I was so impressed with our group and I think we made a great impact at Red 
Lake…      Forrest Francis    



 Hey Gang, My Mouse 
House is a mess! What 
with all this rain, everyone 
is tracking in mud and 
goop. I shook my rug the 
other day and a tree frog 
fell out - none too happy 

at that! 
I'm amazed by the talent this church has. 
Andy Hollenbeck turns out to be a composer 
and arranger and Claudia and Peter Hennen 
and Scott Thorne practice a complete  
musical program every week. Nearly split my 
sides laughing when I overheard Sharon  
DeJoy tell of her experience swimming in the 
condo pool. Seems she swam into an  
upside-down "turtle" which, upon closer  
examination, turned out to be a plastic owl 
used to discourage ducks from swimming 
with the residents. 
I also listened in on an interesting  
conversation recently. Mary and Ken Mueller 
were talking with Kay Haakenson regarding a 
keyboard Kay's son helped them acquire for 
a church in Brazil years ago. There is a lady 
there now who has taught herself to play and 
does so with much gusto for the Lord. Kay's 
son, Ken, used to be the bus driver, sound 
man and lighting specialist for the Lamont 
Cranston Band. That's how he got the  
keyboard. Lamont Cranston----wasn't he 
"The Shadow" on the radio before TV? 
(Guess that dates me!) I received a flag from 
a Chaplain in Camp Anaconda, Iraq. He car-
ried it aboard a Blackhawk Helicopter. My 
mouse friend and I collected books, hygiene 
items, etc. for the troops. This was their thank 
you. Also, the actor, Gary Sinese, collected 
school supplies and sent them to the Iraqi 
children. Our troops established water  
purification plants, built roads, set up schools, 
hospitals and electrical plants and got the oil 
industry up and running. These troops would 
make our Founding Fathers proud! Speaking 
of proud----we sure have some terrific   
teen-agers at Bethesda. Cordial, polite and 
loving the Lord and showing it in all their  
behavior. 
 
Happy Independence Day! 
 
 
Thought for the month: 
               
   Small streams of caring 
              Become a pool of love                                                                            
    ~Wally 
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Wally 
Sez... 

 

    “Thank you for working so hard for the youth 
group by planning events, teaching lessons,  
leading discussions, and driving all of us around in 
the bus! We have learned a lot from your lessons, 
also have enjoyed your humour, and energy and 
for passing on your passion for sharing the gospel. 
We will really miss you in the youth group, but we 
are sure God has Great plans for your future! God 
Bless”   
                               ~Forrest & Jamee Francis  
 
    I would like to thank Pastor Dwight for his  

constant support, encouragement, and desire to see God's Word spread. 
He has opened up doors to help guide and lead our youth to a stronger 
more personal relationship with the Lord. His passion to share the Gospel 
has opened my eyes more to why sharing the truth is so important. 
    Pastor Dwight is a Godly example of a faithful servant. I am thankful to 
have had the opportunity to work along side him in our senior high youth 
group and to witness God working in Pastor Dwight's life on a personal 
level. I pray that many doors will be opened for him as he obediently 
searches out God's will for him at this time in his life. 
    I again would like to thank Pastor Dwight for being a faithful, loving, and 
passionate servant of the Lord. In Christ.                   ~ Marcy Dugan  
 

We have experienced the great 
joy of knowing Pastor Dwight in his 
role as Youth Pastor.  He has poured 
boundless energy into our Jr. High 
and Sr. High students, and our Young 
Adults.   Equipping everyone to share 
their faith is ever on Dwight’s mind.  
This past fall, JAM studied “Dare to 
be a Daniel” and earned dog tags 
containing reminders to help them to share their faith.  The Impact group 
(Sr. High) on Tuesday nights dug deeper in their faith and played harder. 

Many of us parents have wondered how Dwight managed the energy 
to coordinate and lead church Lock-Ins for JAM and Impact.  While  

spending all night with a group of Jr. High or 
Sr. High youth is not for the faint hearted, 
Dwight demonstrated his energy and  
passion for our youth.  These events  
provided opportunities for our students to 
bring friends for fun with a group of  
Christians.  Not only were these times for 
fun and games, but service as well, like  
visiting “Feed My Starving Children” and 
cleaning the gym baseboards. 

In addition, Dwight has contributed to the Children’s Education Com-
mittee, VBS, AWANA, and teacher training and recognition.  Having a joy-
ful, godly man with the maturity and life experiences of Pastor Dwight lead-
ing our young people has been a great blessing for Bethesda. 

                                                                ~The Hollenbeck Family  
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God Bless America! 


