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Dealing with the future is always an awe
inspiring thing. There is a sense in which we
wish the Lord would lay out before us all that
we can expect for the next ten years. Yet, it
is the life of faith, that trusts the Lord step by
step and day by day, that truly gives us joy.
As we take steps of obedience today, we
always find that the Lord takes care of
tomorrow. What He plans is always
exceedingly and abundantly more than we
could ask or even think.

Pastor Dwight is taking a significant step
of faith that will result in new challenges and
opportunities for his ministry in the days to
come. On Sunday morning he shared a letter
with the congregation detailing the ways in
which the Lord has been leading in his life.
This is a portion of his letter that touched our
hearts greatly:

“God has been moving in my heart these
last few months and | need to share this with
you all. | have sensed the Lord leading me to
make a greater impact with my life and better
use of my gifts. Since early in January, |
have been doing visitation to nursing homes
and assisted living as an outreach from our
church and it's been such a blessing to me
that | would like to pursue a full-time
chaplaincy. It has been something that
energizes me and | look forward to each
week. | have a real passion to share God’s
love and this would be a real joy to be able
to do this full-time. My joy in ministry has
been to preach and share the good news of
the gospel with those who really need it and
this would allow me some wonderful
opportunities to be able to preach each week
and share the gospel every day to many who

are at a very important time of their life and
need to prepare for eternity. We love being
part of the Bethesda Church family and love
you each very deeply. Serving and working
here at Bethesda church has been a joy for me
and my family. It is not an easy thing for me to
do this but | feel it's the Lord’s will as He has
been guiding me the last few months as to the
need for change of direction for my ministry.
While I have enjoyed working with the youth, |
feel its time for a change, and that the church
needs time to find someone for the new school
year so | would step down now and resign
effective June 8, 2008, and be happy to help in
the transition process in what ever way | am
needed.”

Pastor Dwight and his family are a
tremendous blessing to all of us and we are
glad for their continued membership at
Bethesda. As they are in the midst of taking
important steps we want to come along side of
them in prayer and encouragement for the best
of what God will do. The church is taking steps
to be supportive of Pastor Dwight during this
transition time. The Elder Board would also
like to ask the church family to take the time to
write cards and letters of appreciation to Pastor
Dwight and Darlene for this next Sunday and
we want you all to know that we will give
opportunity this Sunday for a special offering
as a blessing of the Andersons.

To sense the leading of the Lord is a truly
blessed thing and we as a family pray of Pastor
Dwight that the Lord would clearly guide and
bless Him as he serves in the years to come.

Paul and Rhonda Brandt live
in Otsego (pronounced
Ought-see-go), Minnesota
with their three children
Andrew, age 14; Jonathan
age 12; and Lauren, age 7.

By Shirley Calvin

For those of you not familiar
with the northern suburbs,
Otsego is located between
Rogers and Elk River. It's a 90 a blOCk from the Old Bethesda
mile round trip from their home church in Minneapolis. She

to Bethesda but they love the
teaching and the wonderful

people so much they make the
journey happily several times
each week. Rhonda grew up

started attending Sunday School
there when she was 3 years old
(Continued on pg. 2)
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KYLEENA TOELLER- (John & Sandra
Toeller's granddaughter) She was born
Sunday May 18th and by Monday she
was in intensive care for lack of oxygen in
her blood. They ran some tests on her
and everything seems fine. She was
released from the hospital Wednesday
night. Praise God! Thanks for all your
prayers.

DON KOUKAL - Pray for peace, safety &
God’s direction as Don & Rindy consider
a new treatment plan from the Michigan
Cancer Treatment Center.

TONY BERGLUND - Tony is on another
week of antibiotics and at the end of the
month they would like him to have chemo
for precautionary measures. Pray that he
is strong enough for the treatment.

ANDREW DYKSTRA - Andrew had an
interview at Southdale Mall. They were
very impressed with his qualifications for
the job. Pray that the Lord opens this job
for him. Continue to pray for the sale of
their house in lllinois so they can move
back to Minnesota.

Red Lake, Minnesota June 22-27th.

Please join us June 8th right after the morning ser
for a fundraising luncheon prepared by the Missiona

BETHESDA CHURCH RED LAKE YOUTH MISSIONS TEAM
Please pray for Keira Anderson, Madeline Blackstone, Andrew Brandt, Leah Crumb,
Forrest Francis, Jamee Francis, Luke Gowdy, Sari Gunn, Zach Lind, Rachel
Matychuk, Lindsay Nelson, Michael Sherwood, Matthew Smith, Kelly Watson, Dale &
Marcy Dugan and Mark & Kathy Matychuk as God prepares their hearts to serve in

vice
ry Team.

Getting to know You...

and has been at Bethesda ever since. Paul

grew up in Brooklyn Park and attended Prince

of Peace Lutheran. Both attended the
University of Minnesota. Paul received a
degree in Political Science and Rhonda
graduated with a degree in Children and
Family Studies. They didn't meet on campus
(or at least not to their knowledge). Their first
meeting was in the fall of 1992 on a date set
up by their Moms. Although they disagree on
this point; Rhonda calls it a blind date but

Paul says it wasn't because they were able to

see pictures of each other beforehand.
Anyway...the date went better than expected
and they were married within the year. They
planned to wait three years before having
children but God had other plans and within
two years time they were blessed with two
boys. When they were first married Paul went
to work for the Prudential Insurance Co., the
same company where his Mom and Mother-

in-law worked together for many years. After 8

years with Prudential, his position was
transferred to another part of the country.
Fortunately, at the same time, Steve Gowdy
was just starting a company and Paul went to
work for him at StoneBridge Wireless. It's
been 7 years now and Paul still enjoys his
work which, over the years, has allowed him
to be on top of many tall structures including
water towers, cell towers, the IDS Building
and even the Stratosphere in Las Vegas. He
also loves his part-time job as a hockey
referee which he has been doing for the past
25 years. He usually referees 4 to 5 nights

a week, year 'round, for a men's league in
Brooklyn Park. Rhonda calls it his "paid
exercise program”. Rhonda's main job is
homeschooling their three children. That is a
main job! Andrew is in 8th grade, Jonathan
in 7th and Lauren is in 1st grade. She also
works part-time as bookkeeper at Bethesda,
a job she has had for 12 years. Andrew and
Jonathan have been taking piano lessons for
3 years and this past year Rachel Matychuk
has been their teacher. Lauren loves to do
anything creative and uses her imagination
constantly. All three children look forward to
participating each year in Bethesda's
Christmas play. In their free time the Brandt
family enjoys vacationing and helping out at
Northern Grace Youth Camp. About 5 years
ago they purchased a timeshare and have
enjoyed seeing different parts of the country.
Bethesda wouldn't be the same if we didn't
see all those happy faces each week. The
church family always has a vacant spot when
they are gone. So don't enjoy all that gadding
about too much!

God Bless
You on
Your Special .

Day! 3 .

June Birthdays
6-03 Diane Schirmer
6-04 Dorothy Rivenburg
6-05 Jim Kiekhafer, Andrea Gray
6-06 Tom Williams, Mitch
McGillick
6-07 Joyce Peterson
6-08 Ray Crumb
6-09 Savannah Gowdy
6-12 Carolyn Bakke
6-13 Dorene Anderson
6-15 Ginny Dugan, Bob Lein,
Carina Peterson, Elisa Reid
6-16 Kathy Matychuk, Paul Zunker
6-17 James Guest
6-19 Diane Martin
6-24 Charles Myhra
6-25 Ryan Lind
6-27 Steve Wentworth
6-28 Anne Johnson, Carol
Von Arx, Ellen Soper
6-29 Tia Peterson
6-30 Colleen Johnson

Anniversaries
6-02 Vern & Lois Hendrickson
6-07 David & Nancy Matychuk
6-15 Ronn & Joyce Gunn
6-20 Ed & Carol Jankowski
6-23 Bob & Angie Juneau
6-23 Jim & Barb Kiekhafer
6-24 Robert & Lynna Schauer
6-27 Clarence & Arlene Sutton
6-27 Bill & Patsy Jones

Missionary Birthdays
6-12 Shad Spooner
6-19 Debbe Meier
6-21 Jake Crouse
6-22 Dorothy Mattias

Missionary Anniversaries
6-04 Arnie & Sally Selfors
6-05 James & Nell Lawley
6-10 CIiff & Betty Lee
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OUR NEW CLASSROOM ADDITION IS BEGUN!I

On Sunday, May 5th we gathered in the ledadur property to share in a very
special ceremony. With Scriptures read,
prayers raised to the Lord, and testimonies
given, ...we took the first physical steps to-
ward erecting our new facility. As we moved
a little earth with our shovels, we labored in
our hearts to consider the implications of this
for our ministry in the years to come. To-
day’s step of faith will yield tomorrow’s re-
sults. Today's seed planted will yield tomor-
row’s harvest. Our pastor and many of our eldeaseshfrom the Word and in praye
as we focused our hearts on our desire to hondrdiein everything we do. Our
purpose in all these efforts is to be used of thellto reach others for Him.

We praise the Lord for the many ways weehsensed God’s provision and Hi
direction as we have faced many hurdles toward thg
building of this new class room addition. As y@nc
see from the drawing, the new addition will give us
seven new classrooms nev-
bathrooms, and offices as Jt

well. What a joy for us to

prayerfully go through all

these steps, weighing eact
decision carefully, considering future implicatidios each

action. The ground breaking was a blessed tinprafer, e !
committing the process of building to the Lord.ndAnow Wﬁ%g
we go forward! With permits now in hand and trees g ==

knocked down and removed, the big equipment has ap
peared on the scene. The foundation will sooratokand
the walls will go up. What a joy to see these dgkinnfold.

Thank you all for your prayers during thiee. Thank %, »

you to all those who have made extra efforts tagthis
together. We especially appreciate those on thieliBg
Committee (Alan Larson, Mike VonArx, Elmer

Wedel, Pastor Mark and Duane Larson) and th

Finance Committee (Peter Hennen, Bruce And

nize with gratitude their sacrifices of time and
energy. Let's keep praying that the Lord will

bless us through this process and that every o
cle will be removed. To God be the Glory!

son, Bob Schauer and Chuck Myhra) and reco§

-~

Churet

August 17th,
2008

picnic

after church
at Cleary Lake
Park, Prior Lake

Vacation Bible Schoo
Is Coming...

(Note Date Change....)
9:00am - 12:00pm
Ages 3 - 8th Grade
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One Sunday some of you
astute folks heard Pastor
Mark making a very
pertinent point about the
Resurrection- | slyly, gave
my "Amen" in the form of
chimes ringing. Pay
attention folks-------- you
never know! Angela Toeller went to Germany
over spring break to visit family. Of course
she found a gaggle of kids to entertain and
had a ball. But, the highlight was her
adventure getting home which included a
missed flight, 3 days on stand-by and the
adventures that entailed. Don't you enjoy
Randy Plate and his cello? Nice addition to
all our other marvelous musicians. And what
a peaceful, thoughtful interlude during
Communion. Speaking of peaceful that
inspiring, beautiful cross Jim Josephson
made sets me back on my haunches in lov-
ing awe. Bob Swenson did you know he flies
Ultra-Lites. He doesn't even need a runway,
he just takes off on any gravel road. His wife,
Joan, is a twin. Her sister's name is Joyce
and | overheard someone tell her they could
cause a lot of monkey-business. That may
explain the "guppies” in Pastor Mark's water
bottle!! The ground-breaking was exciting.
Especially for me. Just think of all the new
places for me to explore...and all those
kids....WOW! What fun that'll be. | was
privileged to sneak into the pocket of a lady
lunching with our lovely family friend, Anita
Stokes. They were talking about coconut
meringue pie and popovers and hot
chocolate. | hopped out for a brief "respite” in
the kitchen and almost missed my ride home.
The Brandts, Dugans and Dwight
Anderson cooked, painted, built and
ministered to the Junior and Senior Highs at
Northern Grace Youth Camp last month. The
theme, "True Identity" dealt with topics like,
"Is God Big Enough?", "Is Jesus Real?", and
"I Belong To Jesus". Good reflection for
everyone. Carina and Bryan Peterson once
again donated our beautiful flowers for the
landscaped entry. Thank You!. Cheryl Larson
and Wanda Tepley lovingly planted
everything. Work day was a great success.
Malcolm Fraser literally wore his fingers to
the bone "erasing" all the black marks from
the mop-boards in the gym. He's got bloody
fingernails to prove it. It's great to see all the
college "kids" back in church.
Thought for the month:
If you've a mind at peace
A heart that cannot harden
Go find a door that opens wide
Upon a lovely garden

Wally
Sez...

VITUlira ampla

The men, women, and children at the Grace Church of Mufulira,
Zambia have changed our hearts and lives forever. Let us tell you how
this has all come about. The Lord planted the Zambia seeds in our hearts
at the 2005 Bethesda Mission
Conference. Tim and Debbe Meier had
challenged us to think about a ministry
trip to Zambia. The Meiers direct a
school for children orphaned because of
AIDS. The school provides an education
to pre-school through 7th grade, with 216
orphans attending. The school teaches
skills that will help them get jobs and
prepare them for the future. With only

four teachers this is a monumental task. The
school also provides a nutritional lunch every
day. The Meiers also help with ministry at the
Mufulira Grace Church. Those Zambia ministry
seeds grew deep in our hearts for two years
before we started saving money and vacation
time. Our desire was to be tentmakers - to be
self-funding and to take a trip with a purpose.
Our three week mission assignment was to lead
a team that included Alyssa Ralya and Emily Nickel to the Grace Church
of Mufulira, Zambia. These young girls would work with Amanda Meier
leading Vacation Bible School. We would teach men’s and women'’s
seminars and lead a marriage conference. Jim would also preach on
Easter Sunday. Over a few
evenings and all day Saturday, we
had seminars on personal growth
and marriage. Jim ministered to the
men with seminars on knowing that
you are a Christian, leadership in
the home, respecting your wife, and
dealing with discouragement.
Linnae ministered to the women
with seminars on forgiveness,
controlling the tongue, and social issues pertaining to AIDS. Linnae also
counseled individually with some women. At times we were so humbled
by these Zambian believers, their love for the Lord, and their openness to
our teaching. At the conclusion of the marriage conference we had
spouses sign certificates of recommitment to each other. This was a
spiritually rich time. We were honored by Pastor Joseph and the believers
at the Grace Church of Mufulira on
Sunday March 16 and Easter Sunday
March 23. Special music and
announcements were made on our
behalf. The strong faith and joy radiating
from these dear people resonated deeply
with our faith. We felt one with their
church. As we look forward to our future
we wonder how the Lord will lead. How
can we come to know these dear people
and never see them again? For us that question must be answered
positively. We do look forward to seeing these dear people again some
day. Lord willing. ~Jim and Linnae Knoll
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Adventures in Bible Study
& Family Fellowship
Beginning June 11
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U.S. Postage Paid
Prior Lake, MN
Permit No. 32

FAMILY BIBLE
CONFERENCE

Boston, MA
July 1-4, 2008

At Sheraton Braintree Hotel

The Grace Gospel Fellowship want
you and your family to experience 3
vacation like no other. Massachusetts
sunshine, loads of area attractions,
challenging Bible teaching and
exciting worship...designed with
families in mind.

Information
available at church
or call
616-245-0100
www.ggfusa.org
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August 25-26-27, 2008

Join us for our eighth annual
Adult Bible Conference where we
expect a tremendous blessing in
God’s Word and in Christian
fellowship. You don’t want to miss
this excellent opportunity to be
challenged in the Word with great
Christian friends.
Speaker: Les Feldick with
“Through the Bible”

Location : The Associated Retreat

Center - Osceola, Wisconsin

Brochures are
available in foyer or
call the church office

952-226-6651
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