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The Encourager

If you have an event or news
you would like to have
published, please submit
articles to the church office
by the second Tuesday of
the month.
E-mail:bethesda@

bethesdachurch.com

On the first Sunday of this month we will
be breaking ground for a new addition to our
church facility. It is exciting to anticipate all
the activity we will have around this place
over the next few months. We will be adding
seven classrooms, bathrooms and a couple
of office spaces along with a very helpful
access and foyer from the back side of our
building. It has been an amazing process for
us to prayerfully work through the countless
decisions and myriad steps for all this to take
place. Butin remarkable ways it has been
clear in each step taken that the Lord is lead-
ing and the Lord is blessing. We are looking
forward with joy to the exciting moment of
breaking ground.

The concept of breaking new ground has
several implications for us. The farmer must
break up the ground after the winter freeze
to plant a new crop with the hopes of a later
harvest. In similar fashion everything we are
doing is with a “later harvest” in mind. We
make sacrifices in the present, we work
hard, and we set aside immediate gratifica-
tion in favor of a future harvest. There are
many pictures in scripture of the hard-
working farmer. They all involve patience
and a God-focused faith for a harvest yet to
be received. As we break ground it is with a
great anticipation of spiritual fruit for many
decades to come,... should the Lord tarry.

Breaking ground also brings us to focus
upon the laying of solid foundations. We
could just build a building on top of the soil.
It certainly would be a lot easier. Sadly how-
ever, the shifting sand would soon render the
new building a crumbling mess. No, we dig
first in order to lay a foundation that is solid
and sure. When the Sears tower was built

years ago in Chicago, they set foundations just
as deep as the building is high. High atop this
tower on the windiest of days the building
sways side to side as much as fifteen feet, but
it doesn’t tumble. It's all about a firm founda-
tion! As we moved to Savage and Prior Lake
we recognized that brand new opportunities
were before us. In a significant way we as a
congregation were laying new foundations for a
work that would grow and impact the whole
region for Jesus Christ. Our foundation, of
course, is our Lord and Savior. Our eyes are
on Him and we ask Him to guide us and em-
power us and cause us to be a reflection of
Him to our world. With our eyes on the Lord
we lay a foundation of a good work, a work of
faith, a work of love, and a work of integrity
resting on the truth of God’s Word. The wise
man built his house upon a rock!

Breaking ground also speaks to us of a
new beginning, a fresh start toward something
new, a first step in accomplishing a goal. The
first shovel of dirt is moved in anticipation of a
building being finished. We always begin with
a target in our minds, with the end in view. So
it must be with us again. For some the goal is a
finished building, for others it will be a paid off
building. But, isn’t true that the first shovel of
dirt points our minds toward classrooms filled
with kids in Sunday School, the gospel shared
during VBS, hands going up to know more
about the Lord, and singing and laughter as
young lives grow in Jesus Christ?

Yes, we are breaking ground, we are
breaking new ground; and it is exciting to an-
ticipate what the Lord has in store for us as we
take yet another step in following Him forward.

By Shirley Calvin
Ronn and Joyce both were born
and raised in rural southwesteré
Minnesota. They attended the
same church and were high
school sweethearts. Joyce wen
on to attend Concordia College

in Moorhead, MN. for two

ears, then transferred to and
raduated from Northwestern
College in Orange City, lowa.
She has a major in Sociology
bnd Psychology, with a minor imest of their lives together and
Spanish. Ronn graduated from

Westmar College in LeMars, lowa
with a major in Speech Communi-
cations and a minor in Theatre.
After dating for 6 years they de-
cided they wanted to spend the

(Continued on pg. 2)
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God Bless You

DOROTHY MCMASTER - A long time
friend of Bethesda went to be with the Lord
Monday April 14th. Pray for her family and
friends as they will miss her dearly.

LINDA BOWDIN - Linda is in Peru from
April 15th thru May. She will be teaching
English in Cusco. Pray that the Lord would
allow her to communicate effectively, and
that the Holy Spirit would prepare hearts to
hear and act upon the Good News! Pray
for her health and safe travels as well.

OUR RED LAKE MISSIONARY TEAM -
Pray as they prepare their hearts, that God
will shape and mold them, and that they
grow spiritually to a deeper level of
commitment. Pray for finances and
ministry preparation.

Getting to know You...
Cont. from page 1

TONY BERGLUND - Tony had bladder
surgery on April 4th. He was re-admitted
in the hospital for an infection her got from
the antibiotic he was on after his surgery.
He is at Fairview Southdale Hospital. He
has an infection. Pray for wisdom for the
doctors as they treat him. Pray that Tony
makes a complete recovery.

DON KOUKAL - On Monday April 28th
Don and Rindy met with the liver
specialist. Please pray for definitive test
results and wisdom in their next decision
for Don’s cancer treatment.

KEN & MARY MUELLER - For their min-
istry in South Brazil from April 10 to May
20th. Dear Ones, Greetings from south
Brazil, just finished a terrific Retreat on the
Argentina frontier, it was well attended, the
studies were well received and appreci-
ated. Thanks for your prayers.

~Ken & Mary Mueller

were married the summer of 1979, moving to They have many blessings and memories fi
Minneapolis shortly after that. Joyce became those trips (Ronn even appeared on Ukrain
employed at World Wide Pictures (Billy Gra- television) and hope to return again somed
ham Association) and Ronn at Dayton's. FromLast summer they had fun planning and wit
their marriage 3 lovely daughters were born. nessing Elisa's wedding to Farrin Reid, how

on
Your Special
Day!
May Birthdays
05-01 Tony Berglund, Diane
Osborne
05-04 Matt Thill
05-05 Marques Olson
05-06 John Johnson, Gladys
Olson, Wanda Teply
05-08 Marcy Dugan, Ellsworth
Schwandt
05-09 Ailyse Matychuk
05-11 Alan Larson
05-14 Milton Anderson, Hazel
Sinclair
05-15 Andrea Osterlund, Don
Sommer
05-17 Shirley Calvin, Forrest
Francis, Kathryn Thill
05-19 Todd McGillick, Mary
Vellani
05-20 Darlene Cherry, Grace
Schultze
dn-21 Ozena Davis, Mary Ann
Nelson
-22 Bob Czajkowski

&

a@%-% Jerry Olson

| 05-27 Josh Lein, Lindsay Nelson

Elisa came along first, being born on their we@ver they have really missed them as they
ding anniversary and, just as it happened, alsgide in Fairbanks, Alaska where both atten

on Father's Day. She was the first baby born ithe University. They also miss Hilary as sh eaze
Minneapolis on that special Father's Day and has moved to Corvallis, Oregon to attend Oye-

made an appearance on the evening news atdlo@ State University where she is majoring
ripe old age of one day! Hilary came along 21Soil Sciences with an emphasis on Organic
months later on the 21st of March, the first fullThey get to hold on to Sari for a couple mo
day of spring. She made Ronn a little nervousyears while she attends South High in Minn
by not wanting to wait for the doctor to come polis where she is a sophomore enjoying B
before being born. Sari was born 3 & 1/2 yearand Theatre. The Gunns have attended Be{
later right between two huge snowstorms in  thesda for 4 years and | don't know what wg
November...she has loved snow ever since! did without them. They are a part of every-
Joyce did day care out of their home for 16 thing from praise and worship to youth lead
years while their daughters were growing up. to Deaconess to kitchen duties....you name
She then returned to work outside the home And we are very grateful to the Lord for sen
and is currently at Minnehaha Academy in  ing them our way.

Food Services. Her hobbies include reading,
sewing, knitting, quilting, other assorted crafts
and, of course, cooking (Ronn's favorite hobby
of hers). Ronn worked for Dayton's /Marshall
Fields / Macy's for 26 years after which he was
suddenly laid off. But God was good and after
only two months of unemployment provided
him a job with HSM Security, which he really
enjoys. His hobbies include reading and gar-
dening. He provides the goodies for Joyce to
cook. In the summers of 2005 and 2006 they
had the privilege of going to Ukraine on short
term mission trips. They used ESL as a means
to teach the gospel to high school students.

a)

-

d-

é)_5-28 Candy Davis, Kay

Haakenson

Heidi Brown, Bill Kolesar,

Rosalie Miller
Anniversaries

%5_15 Charles & Pam Myhra

05-16 Bob & Mary Nelson

5-16 Howard & Emilie Helberg

?@—24 Lewis & Ozena Davis

-26 Jim & Linnae Knoll

| 05-27 Aaron & Denise Triplett

05-30 Paul & Melody Zunker
-31 Dale & Marcy Dugan

ig -31 Elmer & Elaine Wedel
Missionary Birthdays

05-04 Amy Sorteberg

05-06 Taylor Reed

05-09 Tim Meier

05-12 Steve Sherman

05-16 Lucas Crouse

05-20 Kim Hodgson, Sandi

Spooner

05-27 Subash Muthyala

05-29 Sabrina Muthyala
Missionary Anniversaries

05-07 David & Lynn Sorteberg

05-12 Jon & Theresa Marshall

05-17 Dan & Nancy Spooner

05-17 Kevin & Lisa Crouse

05-23 Tim & Debbe Meier
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WE KNOW THE LORD WILL DO GREAT THINGS
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Clean-up Days

Saturday May 10th,

00 pm

O0Oam-3

9
At Bethesda Church

Grab your paint brush,
hammer and scrub bucket and

lal work day!

for a spec

join us

Men - Women - Teens

*Lunch will be provided along

with coffee breaks*




The Encourage

Ivy, a cute new addition to
the Brooks family. Justin
and Erin are so proud. I'm
even excited as my
Wally | sweet Mamma’s name
SeZ... \was Ivy. In some of
Pastor Mark’s messages

we’ve been learning about
servant’s of the Lord who were admonished
to be “imitators” of Paul who based his life on
the risen Christ. During my adventures
around church | have been privileged to dis-
cover the whole congregation falls into this
category. During the merry, merry month of

May we celebrate freedom and those who
gave their lives to see to it that we maintain
it. THANK YOU ALL!

I've been enjoying scooting around the li-
brary. Corinne Horn and Darlene Cherry are
the “Marion’s” who so lovingly care for the
precious books. In the First Amendment of
our Constitution, there are two references to
religion...The establishment clause and the
free exercise clause. “Congress shall make
no law
respecting an establishment of religion or
“prohibiting the free exercise thereof”. Origi-
nal intent of our founders was to NOT estab-
lish a national religion or church. We were
intended to be free to worship God and to
thank Him whenever and wherever we
please.

It was wonderful hearing of how David Ebert
did so well in the Bible Quiz Nationals last
week. Out of almost sixty teams from across
the nation, David’'s team came in fifth place.
The challenge of actually memorizing so
many books of the Bible and excelling like
this is awesome!

It's so nice to see snow birds back in the
family. | think Crownover’s were the last to
arrive. And it is good to see folks who had a
rough winter, health-wise and with the loss of
loved ones, back at church once again.
When we have our faith in the finished work
of the Cross our walk with the Lord is always
much brighter. ~ Wally~

Thought for the month:

N

Said the sparrow to the robin
/ ) | would really like to know
A why these anxious human beings
4 S( rush about and worry so.

Said the robin to the sparrow
friend, | think that it must be
that they have no
Heavenly Father
such as guides you and me.

g




Bethesda Church
15033 Hwy. 13 South
Prior Lake, MN 55372

www.bethesdachurch.com

May 1st, 2008

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Prior Lake, MN
Permit No. 32

A 4
orthern Register for camp by picking up a
race outh  brochure and mailing it to Northern
amp Grace Youth Camp.

Summer 2008 Schedule
“Hidden Treasure” is this years theme

May 2-4 Spring Youth Retreat
May 23-26 Memorial Work Weekend
June 18-22 Young Adult Retreat

June 27-July 5
June 29 - July 5

Counselors Training Week
1st Family Camp

July 6-12 Junior Camp (3-5 grade)

July 13-19 Intermediate Camp (5-7 grade)
July 20-26 Junior High Camp (7-9 grade)
July 27-Aug 2 Senior High Camp (10-12 grade)

Aug 3-9 2nd Family Camp
Sept 5-7 Women’s Retreat
Sept 19-21 Men’s Retreat

For Registration Information and Health Forms go to their
website at www.ngyc.org. They also have lots of
pictures from camp last summer and the retreats on their
website. Kids... Check it out!

allARs

| ™ e
EEE| w...;‘-.n'l'-llm

RE PARK s

—

Vacation Bible School
Is Coming...
August 4 - 8, 2008
9:00am - 12:00pm
Ages 3 - 8th Grade




