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Inside this issue:  

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

 The woods, fields, ponds, 
and creek were my endless 
playground. Although our par-
ents didn’t go to church, we 
kids went to the only church 
within walking distance, 2 1/2 
miles, where we got a good  

background of Bible stories 
and Bible camp. My big, brick 
one room school was great. My 
biggest Christian influence was 
my teacher, a Christian Catho-
lic woman who taught for 5 
years.   

specifically the conviction of that day and the 
desire of my heart to ask Jesus to forgive my 
sins and be my Savior. At Sunday dinner as 
we sat around the table, I confessed to my 
family that I wanted to receive Christ into my 
life, and I prayed a prayer that marked a 
change in me, forever. 
       Yes, this year, that very church is cele-
brating its fiftieth anniversary.  Right now 
Frosty Hansen and his wife Cathy are in Bo-
livia to commemorate this significant event.  
Why? Because this humble assembly I am 
remembering, has become one of the largest 
churches in Bolivia.  The tiny little building I 
remember is dwarfed by the massive new 
Sanctuary that holds hundreds and hundreds 
and hundreds of people.  I haven’t been there 
since I was a kid, but I have seen the pictures 
and I have heard the testimonies of a work that 
is amazing and fruitful.  Besides the church, 
they have a school for nine hundred children 
and it thrills me to think of what God has done. 
When I was young, I couldn’t have imagined 
what God had in store for that humble group of 
people, but He is faithful! 
       In Ephesians chapter three, we read of, 
“…Him who is able to do far more abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that works within us…”  God’s pur-
poses are amazing and extend far beyond our 
imagination. I deeply sense this as I bring to-
gether all my recollections of the church at 
kilometer 6.  It moves me to praise God with all 
my heart, because, it’s a thrilling thing to see 
what God can do! 
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   At this very time there is an anniversary 
celebration happening six kilometers outside 
of the city of Santa Cruz, Bolivia.  It is a cele-
bration of what God can do!  The more I 
have thought of this congregation reaching 
this 50 year milestone the more it has 
touched my heart.  I find it tremendously 
challenging and affirming in the Lord.  
       Forty nine years ago, I have memories 
as a kid of four years of age, of an aban-
doned building and a field of grass higher 
than my father’s head.  I remember people 
working hard together and chopping that 
field grass down so we could walk to the 
building. The building was decrepit, filthy, 
and hopeless.  Walls were taken down and 
doors were moved and white paint was ap-
plied and for the first two years of my family 
experience in Bolivia, this was our church 
every Sunday.  This facility was such a hum-
ble place and when I see pictures of those 
days it confirms my memories of a small 
gathering of faithful people who worshipped 
together.  Twenty people,… maybe.  Some-
times thirty people gathered.  But, there was 
a love for Jesus Christ and I will never forget 
the music, and the joy with which it was 
sung.  My memories of this place are so 
humble, somewhat backward, but very real.  
This little church is where I learned to drink 
sweet coffee, where I learned to play soccer, 
and where I was coaxed by my dad to eat 
my first hot chili pepper.   
     It was at this humble church that I can 
remember sitting in a Sunday School class 
and having my heart opened to the truth that 
Jesus came to save us.  I remember so  

    By Shirley Calvin 
I was born on Mother’s Day 
in Rusk County, Wisconsin, 
the 7th of 8 children and 
spent my first 12 years 
waaaay out in the country, 
pretty poor, but a happy kid. 



The Encourager 2 

God Bless You 
on  

Your Special 
Day!  

 
April Birthdays 

4-01 Don Swanson, Mark    
        Matychuk, Eleanor 
        Larson 
4-04 Larry Bakke, Ruth  
        Lillemoe, Dean Davis, 
        Tom Vellani 
4-05 Derek Larson 
4-07 Garan Williams 
4-10 Marcus Grund, Timothy                  
        Peterson   
4-12 Andrea Norris 
4-13 Sandra Toeller 
4-16 Marion Lambkin 
4-18 Andy Hollenbeck, Adam 
        Jones, Paul Pedro 
4-20 Lena Peterson 
4-21 Asia Franklin, Julia                     
        Josephson 
4-22 Tammy Williams, Leota 
         Anderson 
4-25 Jim Kurtzbein 
4-30 Andrew Brandt, LaDrea 
         Gray 

Anniversaries 
4-02 Bob & Lucille Dugan 
4-09 Tony & Marian Berglund 
4-12 Peter & Claudia Hennen 
4-13 Bill & Roberta Kolesar 
4-21 Ted & Judy Brown 
4-22 James & Julia Josephson 
 

Missionary Birthdays 
4-09 Sandra Muthyala 
4-10 Sharayah Spooner 
4-17 David Sorteberg 
4-22 Mary Sue Reed 
4-24 Mary Sorteberg 
4-25 Lynn Sorteberg 
4-28 Mike Benton 
 

Missionary Anniversaries 
4-17 Ken & Mary Mueller 
4-23 Urian & Jule Rios 
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Getting to know You… 
  Cont. from page 1 

She could incorporate all sorts of wonder-
ful Christian principles right there in our 
classroom!  Our family moved to Chetek 
when I began 7th grade so my teen years 
were spent in that resort town -what a 
great place to grow up!  After graduating I 
came to the Cities to work where I met 
Eddie through his roommate, my self-
appointed big brother.  Ed was so cute 
and I told myself, “if he’s a believer I want 
him!”  Good thing he was because he felt 
the same way.  We were married the next 
year.  His family were all strong Christians 
and I feel extremely blessed to be a part of 
them.  Eddie and I have 2 children, Craig 
and Jill.  While they were growing up we 
had a motor home and every year we took 
great vacations.  The longest one to 
Alaska for 7 weeks.  There are 3 grand-
children; Craig’s 2 boys and Jill’s daugh-
ter.  I had a home daycare business for 40 
years.  Most of you know that Eddie 
passed away in 2004 after a 2 1/2 year 
illness resulting from having only one lung.  
I spend 

my time today volunteering, subbing in a 
few daycare homes, boarding dogs, tak-
ing care of the family farm in Wisconsin, 
and enjoying this great life God has given 
me.  My constant companion, Paige the 
Wonder dog, walked across Wisconsin 
with me last year to celebrate my birth-
day and raise money for Huntington’s 
Disease.  This was an unforgettable ad-
venture and I can’t wait to do something 
along that line again.  God Bless. 
 
 

MARGARET PETERSON - Margaret went 
to be with the Lord on Tuesday March 18th.  
Her funeral was Saturday March 22nd at 
Bethesda Church.  Please uphold Charles 
Peterson and family in your prayers.  
 
AGNES STEIN - Agnes went to be with the 
Lord on Tuesday March 18th.  Her funeral 
was Monday March 24th at The Augustana 
Home. Please keep her family in your 
prayers.  
 

KELSEY - (Ed & Carol Jankowski’s 7 year 
old Granddaughter) Was running a very 
high fever. They noticed a lump on her 
neck. She is in a hospital in Red Wing with 
a severe infection in her lymph glands. This 
is life threatening.  Pray for her and her 
family and for wisdom for the doctors as 
they treat her infection. 
  
KEN & MARY MUELLER  - Pray for Ken & 
Mary as they will be leaving April 9th at 
7am for South Brazil.  They will arrive there 
on the 10th. Pray for travel protection. Pray 
for wisdom, and teaching God’s word.  

TONY BERGLUND - Tony had an echo 
cardiogram Monday at Mayo Clinic.  The 
cardiologist reviewed the report and said 
he didn’t see anything that would hinder 
him from having bladder surgery.  His sur-
gery is scheduled for April 4th.  Pray for 
Tony and Marian as they anticipate his 
surgery. 
 
DON KOUKAL  - He was diagnosed with 
liver cancer and is anticipating surgery.  
Pray for grace while Don & Rindy wait, 
and for peace and good decisions. 
 
MISSIONARY TRIP - Pray for our teens 
as they go through training for their mis-
sion trip to Red Lake Reservation, MN, 
June 22-27th. 
 
DEAR BETHESDA FAMILY : 
Thank you so much for all of your prayers 
during Margaret’s illness and recent pass-
ing.  I would also like to thank the Women 
of Bethesda for all the work they put into 
the meal served after Margaret’s funeral.                                    
            ~CHARLES PETERSON 
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Summer 2008 Schedule  

“Hidden Treasure”  is this years theme 
 
May 2-4   Spring Youth Retreat  
May 23-26  Memorial Work Weekend 
June 18-22  Young Adult Retreat  
June 27-July 5       Counselors Training Week  
June 29 - July 5   1st Family Camp 
July 6-12   Junior Camp (3-5 grade) 
July 13-19              Intermediate Camp (5-7 grade) 
July 20-26   Junior High Camp (7-9 grade) 
July 27-Aug 2                Senior High Camp (10-12 grade) 
Aug 3-9   2nd Family Camp  
Sept 5-7  Women’s Retreat 
Sept 19-21  Men’s Retreat 
 
For Registration Information and Health Forms go to 
their website at www.ngyc.org.  They also have lots of 
pictures from camp last summer and the retreats on 
their website.  Kids... Check it out!   

 

� orthern 
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�
Register for camp by picking up a 

brochure and mailing it to 
Northern Grace Youth Camp.   

Vacation Bible School  
Coming… 

August 4 - 8, 2008 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Ages 3 - 8th Grade 
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 Aimee Johnson is now in 
Uruguay. It will be exciting 
to hear all about her work 
there in the mission field. 
Keep her in your prayers. 
Wanda Tepley's clinic is 
affiliated with North Me-

morial Hospital but Wanda 
is the Executive Director of Ambulatory Sur-
gery and the Endoscopy Center. She has a 
neat program for her employees. They are to 
find 7 positives during the day and pass 7 
positives to others. Kind of like "Pay It For-
ward". 
If you've ever been aware of the Tract racks 
outside the gym and in the foyer, you may 
thank Steve Wickstrom. He also keeps the 
Tracts supplied, voluntarily, and chose those 
sites so they'd be easily available to non-
members using our facilities. 
Eleanor Larson goes to the cleaners, the 
pharmacy, grocery, wherever, and comes 
home having made new friends - who keep 
in touch with her regularly. And why not? 
She's a sweetie! 
Ed and Carol Jankowski have coached and 
encouraged Josh Hennen and Jeremiah 
Schimp in the operation of the sound system 
at church. Ed and Carol need a rest some-
times. 
Carrie Anderson is having a great adventure. 
She is a nanny for a family living near Milan, 
Italy. They told Carrie to bring her skis. Can't 
you just picture Carrie - yodeling down the 
Alps with ski poles flailing? What a sight! 
Bethesda is blessed with many folks who 
truly, through love, serve one another as 
Paul admonishes us to do in Gal. 5:13. Dar-
lene Gowdy broke her ankle while "ice danc-
ing" at her mail box. Bless her wonderful sis-
ter, Donna, who came, with her children, 
from Alabama to care for Darlene. And bless 
so many ladies from our church family who 
willingly and lovingly provided meals for the 
family while Darlene was recovering. I 
sneaked into one of those food baskets just 
to make sure everything was fit for human 
consumption. (In "mouse" consumption it 
was terrific!) 
John and Sandra Toeller have a wonderful 
ministry every Thursday morning with Pastor 
Dwight. They go evangelizing at a nursing 
home. On Thursday evenings John Johnson, 
Corinne Horn, Arlene Anderson, Evelyn Hun-
sader, Andy Hentges and Pastor Dwight go 
evangelizing door-to-door and visiting folks 
who have indicated an interest in Bethesda. 
These are great examples of our thought for 
the month: Happiness often comes when we 
least expect it the most! 
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Wally 
Sez... 
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   I love to sing and I am so grateful to 
God for giving me the ability to ex-
press my love for Him and to minister 
for Him through music.  Being a part 
of the Easter Cantata brings home the 
true meaning of the sacrifice He made 
for me.    ~Tammy Williams 

     It is really cool to be able to work 
together with other believers to make 
lovely music that glorifies God.  I 
really enjoy being in the Easter Can-
tata because it is really fun and every-
one else enjoys it.    
                          ~Rachel Matychuk 

     It is always a wonderful experience 
- makes the Easter season and cele-
bration more meaningful.  There is so 
much to be thankful for.      
                               ~Darlene Cherry 
     I have always loved being in the 
Easter Cantata’s.  I really missed the 
years I was not in it. This year 
my daughter Andrea was in it 
also.  It  really means a lot to me 
to have her worshipping with me.        
            ~Beth Osterlund 
     I love to sing in the Choir with                  
my son.   ~Paul Ebert 

     It is a privilege to unite our 
voices in reliving the Easter story 
with music.  Sometimes it’s like 
you are there.     ~Rindy Koukal 
     Easter is my favorite time of 
year.  It’s a time of renewal and 
to think about what our Lord did 
for us so that we will have eternal 
life.  I am overwhelmed at the 
beautiful music we are so 
blessed to be a part of.  I love to 
sing, especially at Easter time, 
and the Bethesda Choir is a spe-
cial blessing to be part of!  It’s 
very meaningful!   
                       ~Claudia Hennen 
     I feel privileged and blessed to 
participate in the Easter Cantata, 
after being gone for a few years.  
                         ~Erica Barnum 

     It gives me joy to sing God’s 
praises.  It is one way I can thank 
Him for all He has done.  It keeps 
me mindful, as I sing His words, 
of how awesome He truly is.  I 
would find it difficult not to smile 
(or perhaps, depending on the 
song, cry) when I sing in the can-
tatas.                  ~Mary Nelson 
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August 25-26-27, 2008  
 

Join us for our eighth annual Adult Bible Conference 
where we expect a tremendous blessing in God’s Word 
and in Christian fellowship. You don’t want to miss this 
excellent opportunity to be challenged 
in the Word with great Christian 
friends.   
Speaker :  Les Feldick with 
    “Through the Bible”  
Location : The Associated 
Retreat Center - Osceola, 
Wisconsin 
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Bethesda Church 
May 7, 2008 

 
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the Word of truth.”  II Timothy 2:15  


