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Inside this issue:  

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

       By Shirley Calvin 
Bob grew up in Minneapolis 
and the family attended the 
Salvation Army. It is there 
he accepted the Lord as his 
Personal Savior in 1942 
during a visit of  Salvation  

Army Students “Trained Col-
lege”. He attended there and 
played in the band until he 
graduated from South High 
School in Minneapolis and 
went into the Army Service in 
1943. After Spending two  

years with the 15th Air Force in 
Italy, he returned home and 
started attending Bethesda 
Church where his sister 
Vivienne had become Pastor 
Prince's secretary. He had 
played in the school band  

          Sunday, April 16  
 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 
  

8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School  
                   & Adult Classes 
  

9:55 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
   

10:15 a.m. Morning  
                    Worship              

by the many green lights and solutions to problems 
that became apparent.  But, many other factors, 
including increasing costs, began to make the deci-
sion more complicated and difficult.  In our meet-
ing we talked, we discussed, we weighed the facts, 
we turned to the scriptures, and we wrestled with 
very important questions.  I came away from the 
meeting profoundly thankful for every single com-
ment that was made because they were all demon-
strations of the fact that we are a congregation that 
wants everything honestly on the table.  To repress 
key issues and hide them in our hearts leads to frus-
tration and the lack of resolve.  But to talk openly 
and to share concerns and to think together and 
pray together is a model process that recognizes 
God working in our church through the contribu-
tion of every believer.  We collectively are His peo-
ple and together we are seeking a deep sense of His 
will.  We are only confident when in our hearts we 
are clear that we are not pursuing the will of man, 
but the will of the Lord alone. 
      What are the steps to unity?  In chapter two, 
Paul speaks of compassion for one another, he em-
phasizes the fellowship of the Spirit, love is cer-
tainly a key, and we can’t ignore the authoritative 
exhortations, and directives of Christ. Each of these 
elements feed God’s work toward unity in the 
church. On top of it all he calls for humility and 
selflessness in order for us to truly have the mind of 
Christ.  I love the fact that our church has a congre-
gational form of government. We believe the Holy 
Spirit resides in every believer and that God works 
in our hearts, prompting, directing, counseling, and 
warning to the end that the whole body benefits. I 
love congregational meetings because I am com-
pletely confident with what God can do as we seek 
Him together.                -��	�
����������� ���	�
����������� ���	�
����������� ���	�
����������� � ��  

      It blessed my heart recently to be meditating 
on a key passage in the second chapter of Philip-
pians that relates to church unity.   The state-
ments made by the Apostle Paul are defining for 
local church experience.  God’s plan for the local 
assembly is not one of tension and disagreement, 
but one of divinely inspired oneness.  What are 
we to be…?   We are to be, “of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent 
on one purpose!”  This is not a “in the sweet by 
and by” kind of a goal that is somehow checked 
off as unreasonable and therefore irrelevant for 
the church.  No!  With all clarity the Lord re-
vealed the extent to which He wants to affect the 
hearts of his children so that our relationships 
would reflect the grace of God in a supernatural 
and truly powerful way. 
      I must say it thrills me to see this worked out 
in tangible ways within our congregation.  Facing 
some of the big decisions we have before us right 
now is a ripe opportunity to seek unity.  It is not 
something that is immediate or easy. We recog-
nize that we go through a process that eventually 
leads to one mindedness.  God brings us to unity 
as He deals with us, and as we prayerfully seek 
His will.   This is His blueprint for how the 
church is to function. 
      We recently held a special congregational 
meeting following a Sunday Morning service to 
explore our options concerning a charter school 
proposal.  We are considering the possibility of 
renting space in our church for a time and possi-
bly building additional space for this purpose. 
For days prior to the meeting the weight of this 
decision bore down upon me.  As more and more 
information was received from the city planners 
and construction companies we were encouraged 
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God Bless You 
on  

Your Special 
Day!  

 

March Birthdays 
3-01 Sue Hollenbeck 
3-02 Paul Brandt 
3-03 Clarence Sutton, Amber 
         Zunker         
3-04 John Toeller 
3-05 Adriana Grund, Rindy  
        Koukal, Lance Koskovich 
         Malcholm Fraser 
3-07 Bill Jones 
3-08 Caleb Grund, Nancy 
        Rolfe-Bailey 
3-09 Patty Johnson Angelica 
        Johnson 
3-11 Emilie Helberg, Mary 
        Heath, Connie Sommers 
3-12 Katelyn Wentworth 
3-13 Kristianna Larson 
3-14 Jeremiah Schimp 
3-15 Terry Langnickel 
3-17 Bev Andrews, Lori Crumb 
        Arlene Sutton 
3-17 Pat Wigen, Leona Franklin 
3-19 Byron Smith, Nadine  
        Wentworth 
3-20 Darlene Gowdy, Skylar 
        McDonald 
3-21 Hilary Gunn, Tim Peterson 
        Scott Thorne 
3-22 Sean Norris 
3-23 Alain Deniau, Jim Schmitt 
3-24 Connie Papulas 
3-26 James Sorteberg, Barb 
        Wolfe 
3-27 Mary Nelson 
3-30 Nate Johnson 

Anniversaries 
3-03 Frosty & Cathy Hansen 
3-20 Paul & Nicole Pedro 
 

Missionary Birthdays 
3-03 Sally Roth 
3-10 Betty Lee 
3-12 Dan Reed 
3-13 Steve Vinton 
3-15 Jennie Leiyn 
3-16 DeAnna Olson 
 

Anniversaries 
3-15 Dave & Beth  Schlaegel 
3-18 Gomer & Nene Indino 
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Getting to know You… 
  Cont. from page 1 
during High School and then had the oppor-
tunity to play in a brass trio at Bethesda with 
Cliff Lee, who has been a missionary for 
over 50 years, and Norm Nideng who be-
came a Pastor. Bob met Myrtle Nelson at 
Bethesda Church in 1946.  In September of 
1949 Bob and Myrtle were married. Bob 
and Myrtle had three children, Cheryl who 
lives in Eagan, Mike and his wife and three 
girls who live in Stuart, Florida, and Scott, 
his wife and two boys in Grand Forks, North 
Dakota. Myrtle passed away in 1997 after a 
long illness and has been greatly missed by 
all  who knew and loved her. She was ac-
tive in Women's Bible Study Fellowship and 
they both worked with young people includ-
ing  spending time at summer camps and 
singing in the choir for many years. Bob 
also sang in a church quartet which in-
cluded Ed Dahlen, Byron  Smith and 
George Brandberg and with the Minneapolis 
Apollo Club until he lost his voice during a 
bout with Hong Kong Flu. He served on 
various boards and committees over the 
years including chairing the addition of the 
Christian Education Building at the old 
church. One of the memorable events was 
when Dwight Reed came to Bethesda as 
Youth Director and Bob directed him to his  
office---a desk in the furnace room! Then it 
was decided an education building was 
needed. Bob also participated in various  

City of Richfield activities which included 
planning for Rich Acres Golf Course and 
the School Board. As chair of the School 
Board he had the opportunity to go to 
Washington D.C. with the Superintendant 
who receive an award as the 
"Outstanding School District" in the Twin 
Cities. When Bethesda's move to Prior 
Lake became a reality, Bob and his dear 
friend Dorie Johnson, decided not to 
make the regular trips from their homes 
in Bloomington to the new location. How-
ever, after a few months at a different 
church, Bob and Dorie discovered they 
missed Bethesda too greatly to stay 
away. (Thank you Lord) The other, more 
important aspect, is that the teaching 
received is so much better both in pres-
entation and Biblical clarity. So, Bob 
plans to worship here at Bethesda until 
the Lord calls 
him home.  He 
and Dorie light 
up the place 
when they step 
inside. 
 

GARY ENGVALL  - Our dear friend Gary 
went to be with the Lord Feb. 19th.  Please 
uphold his wife Phyllis and her family. 
 

TONY BERGLUND - He was diagnosed 
with cancer of the bladder.  All of his test 
came back negative, the cancer did not 
spread.  He does need chemo therapy. 
Pray for success in his treatment.  
 

LUCILLE DUGAN  - (Dale Dugan’s 
mother). Has been diagnosed with Ocular 
Melanoma (eye cancer). She will be having 
surgery/radiation therapy on March 7th. 
Pray for the doctors wisdom and that the 
surgery goes well, and for a quick and full 
recovery. 
 

JIM AND LINNAE KNOLL - They will be 
Ministering in Zambia Africa from March 
6th to March 28.  Pray for them as they 
prepare to leave for Africa. 
  
 

MARGARET PETERSON - She is at the 
Golden Living Center in Bloomington for 
rehabilitation.  Pray for her body to heal 
quickly.  NO VISITORS PLEASE! 
 

MARY KNUTSON - She broke her left 
shoulder. Pray for a quick recovery. 
 

BOB LINDGREN - He is in the hospital 
with heart problems. The doctors still don’t 
knowwhat is wrong. But he is feeling bet-
ter. Pray that he makes a full recovery. 
 

DARLENE GOWDY - She had x-rays to-
day, her ankle is healing, but progress is 
slow.  She has to stay off of her foot for 
another two weeks. Pray for patience dur-
ing this time of healing. 
DON KOUKAL  - He has liver cancer. He 
is anticipating surgery. Pray for grace 
while they wait, and for peace and good 
decisions. 
AUSTIN CRONQUIST - He had 
exploratory surgery March 5th.  They re-
moved his appendix. Pray for a fast recov-
ery. 
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        Please Pray!  The most important thing you 
        can do for our teenagers is to commit this trip to 
        prayer.  “Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
        watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that 
        God may open a door for our message, so that 
        we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.”      
            Colossians  4:2,3   
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SUMMER MISSIONS TRIP: Red Lake Indian Reservation, Northern Minnesota 
�

��We are excited for our mission trip June 22-27, 2008.    We have a great team of young people already 
committed to being a part of this ministry includin g Andrew Brandt,  Lindsay Nelson, Luke Gowdy, Keira 
Anderson, Leah Crumb, Jamee Francis, Forrest Francis, Sari Gunn, Zach Lind, and Rachel Matychuk.   
Our leaders for this trip are Dale and Marcy Dugan and Pastor Mark and Kathy Matychuk  
 
We are looking forward to several training sessions preparing our team to serve together as a unit and to 
build confidence in sharing individually as witnesses. We are pleased to see so many young people eager to 
serve the Lord in this way. We are praying that the Lord will make this a real time of challenge in each life. 
 
Please… Pray for our teens , so that they may be prepared and ready for this trip and that their hearts and 
minds will be open to serve the Lord and to let the Spirit lead them to care more and more for others. We are 
also praying for up to four more individuals to join the team… Several teens are praying about this decision. 
Pray for our leaders , for wisdom, patience and the energy as they disciple and encourage our young  
people. Remember the leaders of the Youthworks staff and the preparations needed in the Red Lake area. 
Pray for the  residents of Red Lake Indian Reservation , that the Lord would prepare their hearts for this 
summer’s ministry, that they would be open to the gospel and receptive to the ministry of our teens. 

New Pictorial Directory 
With Olan Mills 

Sign up for your photo 
appointment! 

 

Everyone will receive a free  
8x10 and Church Directory. 

 

March 13-14-15 

 
 

Thanks for Participating ! 

 



                                   
      For many months 
before her passing, 
Grace Jenson received 
the most tender, loving 
visits from Lois Hendrick-
son who held her hand 
and lovingly related the 

goings on at Bethesda, even though Grace 
drifted in and out of conciousness. I believe 
Grace's daughter was very grateful for the 
love that filled that room. A good lesson for 
all. 
    Speaking of Lois, she and Vern flew all 
the way to Costa Rica for their grandson's 
wedding in December. The new bride's par-
ents are missionaries there. And I heard, via 
the grape vine, that Vern and Lois did a little 
Tarzan rendition swinging through some 
grape vines of their own!  
    Carol Jankowski m.c.ed our Women's 
Retreat with lessons of love she practices 
daily. She also led an all day Women's 
Seminar for a group of Methodists. If any-
one can bring those Methodists back to 
their faith in the finished work of the Cross, 
Carol can. 
    Congrats to Andy Hollenbeck and his 
girls ! They won the Fantasy Football Tro-
phy. Way to go Sue, Brittny and Kendra! 
    Carrie Anderson is on a great adventure. 
She is a Nanny for a family living near Mi-
lan, Italy. They've told her to bring her skis. 
Carrie---yodeling down the Alps with ski 
poles flailing---what a sight! 
 
              Thought for the month: 
I wonder if Christ had a little black dog, 
All curly and woolly like mine,  
With two silky ears and a cold, wet nose  
Tender eyes that sparkle and shine.  
Oh, I think if Christ had a little black dog   
He would know from the start He was God, 
With never a question that Christ was divine 
And just worship the ground that he trod.  
Oh, I think if Christ had a little black dog, 
With his heart, so tender and warm,  
He would never have left Him to suffer 
alone,  
But, creeping up under His arm, would have 
licked His dear fingers in agony clasped, 
and counting all favors but loss, 
When they led Him away.  
Would have trotted behind, 
And followed Him right to the Cross. 
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Wally 
Sez... 
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Many Bethesda ladies enjoyed the annual 
Women’s Retreat February 15-17th at 
beautiful 
Mount 
Olivet Re-
treat Cen-
ter.  The 

time away was refreshing and 
fun as we played games, ate, 

sang, studied, 
ate, exercised, pieced puzzles, ate, crafted, 
swam, ate, hot-tubbed, chatted, walked, ate, 
cross-country skied, read, laughed, ate, prayed, 
purchased auction 
items, ate, and just 
relaxed together.  
Some women even 
enjoyed massages 
and foot spas!  Two 

crazy old ladies (I think they are 
ancestors of 
Joyce Gunn and Rindy Koukal) showed up 
periodically to liven things up with their 
commentary and an-
tics! 
We were blessed by 
our speaker, Ruth 
Parker, and we were 
reminded that “the 
Lord does not look at 
the things man looks 

at, man looks at the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”   
(I Samuel 16:7)  Ruth left us with much Scripture to meditate 
on and a lot of food for thought! 

 
If you missed this 
year’s retreat, be-
gin planning now 
to attend next 
year.  The dates 
are: March 20-22, 
2009. 
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Christ is Risen!  
Christ is Risen 

Indeed!  

 

Palm Sunday  
March 16, 10:15 a.m.  

 

Good Friday  
March 21, 7:00 p.m.  

Easter Concert “Look to the Lamb” 
Presented By: The Bethesda Choir 

 
Easter Sunday, March 23rd  

   7:00 a.m.  Bethesda Church 
  Pastor Dwight Anderson  
 

   8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast at Bethesda 
Church  
   

   9:00 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Classes  
 

   9:55 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
 

 10:15 a.m.  Easter Morning Worship Service  

 

Grace Gospel Fellowship 
Family Bible Conference 

Boston, MA 
July 1-4, 2008 
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�� To Experience An 
Easter Musical Concert 

 

 
 

March 21st,  
Good Friday, 7 pm 

 

 


