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There are many things that touch our
hearts deeply as a congregation and the
memory of them lasts for years. These
critical moments and events affirm us as a
church that wants to put the Lord first. Many
joyful and profound moments are coming to
me as | write this. | can think of very critical
congregational votes that ushered in
decisions that were faith filled and truly God
honoringly gutsy! We look back at these
important decisions we have made and
treasure the certainty of God’s hand leading
us. There have been unforgettable times of
worship as we have celebrated the Easter
season together or as we have humbly
worshiped the Lord with unique brokenness
and testimony. There have been very
meaningful commitments made by all of us
financially either at Mission’s conferences or
with Laying Firm Foundations. These
moments bless us because in a unique way
we have sensed the power of the Holy Spirit
and the guidance of the Lord.

Along with all of these treasured steps, |
have to add the blessing of commissioning
one of our own to go off to the mission field.
As we shared together on January 6™ in
anticipation of Aimee Johnson’s new ministry
in Uruguay, something very special touched
the collective heart of our church family. The
words and commitments and prayers of that
day will not soon be forgotten. | personally
was deeply moved, particularly during the
prayer of John Johnson for his own
daughter. His faith filled prayer, lovingly
putting his daughter into the Lord’s hands
and into the Lord’s service brought tears

to most of our eyes.

In the midst of all this we have recognized as
a congregation that something very significant
happens within a congregation as God deals with
us in regard to His mission. Our job as a church is
to lift our eyes off of ourselves so that we might
see the profound spiritual needs around us.
God’s job is to convince the individual's heart of
His specific will, calling that dear one to commit-
ted service. Our job as a church is to discern and
sense the call of God in a specific person’s life
and to send them forth, with the full support of
prayer and whatever assistance can be given to
carry out the task. God’s job is to place the
worker in the field of spiritual labor, for He is the
One who knows the need, establishes the plan,
has prepared the future unfolding of a spiritual
harvest. Our job as a church is to prayerfully
commission the servant entrusting them into
God’s hands as an instrument ready for the task.
God’s job, and it is only His, is to use that instru-
ment, to bless that servant, and to cause great
fruit to result for His honor and glory.

As we See the Need, God Calls to the Need.
As we Send the Servant, God Places the Servant.
As we Commission the Laborer, God Blesses and
Uses the Laborer. In all this we sense an amaz-
ing harmony with God in our hearts. We saw evi-
dence of that harmony in the obedience of Aimee
Johnson’s heart! We sensed that harmony in our
own hearts as a church family sending her forth!
God moves and we respond, He calls and we say
“Yes!” This has truly been one of those very spe-
cial and unforgettable moments when we sense
so clearly that God is pleased, and that together
we were acting in shared faith and resolve. Let's
not forget!

~Pastor Mark Matychuk~

Mary was raised in the small
town of New Prague, which is with a brother
not so small anymore. Her
parents owned and operated
Bilek's Bakery where Mary
put in countless hours

working in the coffee shop. gree from the

She is the youngest of five,

a sister in Northfield and two
brothers in Hawaii. She started ton boy and attended the same
her college days at St. Cath-
erine's and received her de-

Minnesota. She is currently the
office manager for Burnsville
Electric. Howie is a Blooming-

in Minneapolis,

high school as Pastor Mark
(different years however).

University of (Continued on pg. 2)
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CHARLES PETERSON - He is at home
recovering from laser surgery today on
his one good eye. Surgery went well, he
will get the results next Wednesday.
Pray that the Lord will help him get
through the week, as he can not see out
of his other eye.

RUTH LILLEMOE - Is receiving physical
therapy at the Rehab center. She is hav-
ing some tests done today to see if the
problem in her legs is neurological. Pray
for good test results and that the Lord will
give her the strength she needs so she
can go home.

DORIS RENGEL - Sister of Marian Bur-
glund and Jim Crownover, passed away
on Sunday 1-13. Please pray for her
husband Neil, her children and for the
extended family during this very difficult
time.

WOMEN'S RETREAT - Pray that the
Lord will open their hearts as they plan
and invite others to come for this special

Getting to Know You...
Cont. from page 1

He has one older brother and a younger
sister, stepsister and brother. All live in the
area and they enjoy all their many get-
togethers.

Howie received his teaching degree
from the University of Minnesota and has
taught elementary school in the Burnsville
School District for 37 years. His summers
are always busy with extra classes (that
eventually led to a masters degree),
teaching summer school, working on the
house, but mostly he painted houses with a
crew of fellow teachers.

They met while Mary was attending
college and Howie had already started his
teaching career. Howie's brother was
dating Mary's friend and they were
introduced at a party. After dating for 3
years, Mary finally discovered that the
word "marriage" was not in Howie's
vocabulary, so she "hinted" maybe there
was more than just dating! And so, this
Lutheran and this Catholic married and
settled in Prior Lake in 1978.

Church was not an issue for them until
the birth of their two daughters, Emily and
Laura. It was decided that the girls would

weekend. Pray also for the speaker Ruth
Parker, as she does her planning.

ALBERT JORGENSEN - (Arlene Ander-
son’s brother) Has prostate cancer and
will be getting treatments over the next
month. Pray for him and for Arlene as
she takes him for the treatments and for
the whole family at this time.

AIMEE JOHNSON - Praise God for her
safe arrival in Uruguay. Pray for her tutor-
ing in Spanish, so she can communicate
with the people. Pray for the Lord’s guid-
ance in her ministry there and for the
Lord’s provision as she gets settled in
with the family she will be living with.

PRAISE - Jeannette Kyrk is finally home
after having spent 35 days in the hospital
for health reasons. Thanks for all of your
prayers.

For weekly updates of prayer requests
email bethesda@bethesdachurch.com
to be added to the list.

be raised Catholic. After many years of
being a two church family, Mary and Howie
were asked to join ( and eventually host)
the Les Feldick class at Friendship Church.
This proved a great experience and quite
an eye-opener for both of them. In this
class they met Al Larson who invited them
to Bethesda Church when it moved to Prior
Lake. They attended the opening service
and have been here ever since. The best
part is, they are no longer a two church
family and have made Bethesda their
home. They have been a part of several
cell groups and Bible studies and enjoy
every minute. Mary is now in the choir and
Howie can be seen flying around the
grounds on the turbo powered lawn
mower. And their beautiful, smiling faces
are a bright addition. Praise the Lord!

| Howie, Mary, Emily & Laura Cleveland
~Shirley Calvin~

God Bless You
on
Your Special
Day!

February Birthdays

2-02 Joy Gowdy

2-03 Lois Hendrickson

2-05 Elizabeth Meier

2-06 Bryan Peterson

2-07 Ingrid Franklin, Linnae
Knoll, Roberta Kolesar

2-08 Mari Arnette

2-10 Linda Wilmsen

2-11 Barbara Parker

2-12 Angie Juneau, Linda
Bowden

2-13 Beth Johnson

2-14 Peggy Phillips

2-15 Benjamin Larson

2-18 Pam Myhra, Dana
Close, Ann Schmitt

2-19 Mariah Russell

2-20 Jennifer Wentworth

2-22 Kendra Hollenbeck

2-25 William Brooks

2-26 Lucille Dugan, LaJune
Zellmann, Leah
Hollenbeck

2-27 Art Matychuk, Pat
Deniau

Anniversaries
2-14 Don & Rindy Koukal
2-19 Robert & Linda Nix
2-24 Mike & Carol Vonarx

Missionary Birthdays

2-03 Isabelle Campos

2-06 Nancy Spooner

2-12 Rachel Gabler, Jeffrey
Green, Dave Schlaegel

2-14 Zach Benton, Hildegard
Meyer

2-17 Steve Gabler, James
Lawley

2-21 Joe Campos, Ken
Kemper

2-22 Lisa Crouse

Anniversaries
2-17 Joe & Michelle Campos
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Every Wednesday Night - 6:45--8:15 p.m.
For Boys & Girls ages3 Years-- 6th Grade

. February 06 You Scream, Ice Cream Night
cubbies Y ?
February 13 Valentine’s Day Night
February 20 Bring a Friend Night

February 27 Crazy Hat Night

Truth
And

K Training

Spar ks

New Pictorial
Directory

From Olan Mills

Every Family
receives a
free 8X10

Appointments
Available
March 13-14-15

L P

Perfect LOVE!

Condensed from | Corinthians 13:4-8

LOVE ...
Is very patient
Is kind
Is never jealous
Is never envious
Is never boastful
Is never proud
Is never haughty
Is never selfish
Is never rude
Does not demand its own way
Is not irritable or touchy

A AL L




The Encourage| °

Happy New Year
everyone! My resolution is
to cut down on the

Wally tonnagg! After "Ma}rcy the
sez... | Magnificent's" Christmas
banquet | barely beat the
cat to my hole! These
ladies here at Bethesda
sure do put out good food. | think what
makes it so extra-special is the love with
which it is prepared. Young and old,
Ladies and gents chop and peel, set
tables, decorate then tear everything
down, put it away, do dishes and clean up
every bit of evidence | haven't run off with.
That's what makes this church a "family".

The Christmas Choir Concert-----what
splendor and brilliance! How can this choir
produce a sound equal to hundreds of
angelic voices?! It's the Lord!

Now, if you think that's a miracle---get
this...Darlene Gowdy was asked to sing
for everyone at Duluth. Darlene arrived
before the gates were open. She noticed a
woman waiting in a cab behind her.
Darlene invited her to wait with her in her
car thus releasing the cab. Then Darlene
was inside awaiting Steve's arrival when a
woman approached inquiring if Darlene
was the woman who had the marvelous
web-site. This woman said Darlene's
web-site was so very helpful to her as she
lived in Chicago and had so many
guestions. Steve had indicated to Darlene
that he tried to stay out of the way of the
Warden as she was very negative and
crabby. When the service began Steve
sang early on and when it was Darlene's
turn to sing, “O Holy Night” she prayed
(while she was singing) for the Holy Spirit
to soften hearts. She spied the Warden in
the back of the room with tears streaming
down her face. At the close of the service
Darlene and Steve and another couple
sang together and the Warden went
around to everyone greeting them, smiling
and chit-chatting. God uses us in any and
every situation so be ready.

Sharon DeJoy's Mom died in Decem-
ber. Here's a cute Sharon story. Sharon
recently had a hip replacement. She went
to visit her Mom at the nursing home and
found her in the recreation area doing
crafts with several other ladies. While
standing and visiting with them her hip
gave way and down she went. Not want-
ing to panic the ladies, she didn't call out,
but began to laugh----because ---- not one
lady missed a beat. They continued on,
not paying one bit of attention whatsoever

1st Annual Teen Gala

The 1st Annual Teen Gala was held Satur-
day January 12th, 2008. There were 22
teens in attendance, from our junior and
senior higher group. The adults were here
to serve and wait on our teens. It was a
great night of fun and fellowship. The
chapel was created into an intimate and
personal atmosphere. They had beautiful menus in
Italian, which consisted of a complete 4 course
meal. The teens were to order three items at a time
for each course. The menu
items were soup, Caesar salad,
breadsticks, vegetable, stuffed
shells, spumoni, beverage, fork,
knife, spoon, toothpick and nap-
kin. They received three items with each course and
were not able to keep any items from course to
course, it was truly fun to watch the interaction
among them as some were served food and no sil-
verware and others were served just silverware and
no food. Parents secretly sent in baby pictures of their
teen from a year and under, which were put on poster
board. Between the courses, the kids had to figure who
was who. One teen was surprised to see their photo on
the board, one teen didn't know which one was theirs.
The most right was 16. We also did
more of a solve the equation
(mind) game where the teens had to
figure out what 13= a B.D means plus 26 more
problems. Some worked in a group and some bar-
tered with others for answers. A few teens got them
all right. During the course of the night they had
their individual pictures taken in a photo staging
area. They also had some group pictures taken
in the chapel area. At the end of the gala we
played Bible Outburst the girls against the guys
(this was for bragging rights) and girls won 33-
30. It was close, next year will the guys pull it
off? We will have to wait and see. All are look-
ing forward to next year's Second Annual Teen
Dinner Gala. Through it all | pray that God has
blessed each one of our teens, they are so im-
portant to our church and to our families, but most importantly they have

great value to the Lord , that is truly what prompted me to have this din-
ner. Special thanks to Kathy Matychuk, Pam Myhra, Pam Olson, Joyce

Gunn, Pastor Dwight, Peggy Phillips for all your hard work. Thanks par-,
nts for your teen’s baby pictures.  Marcy Dugan
(Answer 13= a Bakers Dozen.)

-

to Sharon - laid out on the floor!! (AN
Thought for the Month......... ‘ =G
God has created a new day, silver | < = = ‘.;.
and green and gold, L= —
Live so the sunset may find you, @@Z@ﬂflﬂe 'S @D@y
worthy His gifts to hold. -

- J
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