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      They live in Mendota 
Heights and when Santa 
Claus comes to this town he 
needs to come by airplane. 
They have 17 grand children 
and 2 great-grand children! 
'enough said! The 
Lundgren’s are family 

oriented!! 
      Ray began life on the farm 
near Akeley, Minnesota. 
When he finished High School 
two years later he joined the 
National Guard and was in the 
Army for two years. After that 
he ventured to the Cities  
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         Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow!! These are the words we sang 
together, at the close of our Victory Sunday, 
rejoicing in what the Lord had brought to 
pass in our congregation.  Praise His Name! 
It is truly a wonderful thing to see evidence 
of God’s prompting and the response of His 
people.  It has blessed me deeply to be a 
part of this giving challenge and stewardship 
opportunity at Bethesda.  Certainly there 
was joy shared by all as we saw the Lord 
bless in surpassing our “Victory Goal” 
through the commitments and faith 
decisions of our congregation.  What makes 
it so much more significant is that behind 
each and every decision there has been a 
wonderful process of the Lord speaking to 
our hearts.   
         I am so thankful for the hand of the 
Lord that has been heavy on my own heart. 
I love sensing His very specific leading and 
it thrills me to share that with my family.  In 
testimony after testimony, I have been 
hearing from many of you that the Lord has 
been doing the same thing throughout our 
church.  We have prayed for faith and God 
has given it!  We have prayed for God’s 
leading and He has moved us in a wonderful 
way!  We have prayed for God to 
accomplish something very significant in our 
congregation, and He has!             
       The actual cash that was received right 
at the beginning was $53,145.00!   Isn’t that 
wonderful?  It was a blessing for that money 
to be taken immediately to the bank as the 
first Laying Firm Foundations payment 
against our mortgage. Praise the Lord!    
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Inside this issue:  

The Encourager            
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

 

          I am looking forward to what the Lord will 
accomplish in the days to come.  I truly sense 
that this season of commitment has stirred 
within us all a refreshed attitude of faith.  We 
are still receiving commitments even after our 
Commitment Sunday.  People are saying, “I 
want to be a part of this.”  Some others have 
expressed that they haven’t been comfortable 
with a commitment card, but, in their hearts 
they are committed to be a part of what God is 
doing.  Ultimately, our greatest desire is that 
the expressions of our hearts would be a 
sweet aroma to the nostrils of God,...that He 
would be pleased with the atmosphere of faith 
in this place! 
         Throughout Scripture there are many    
examples of God’s people being challenged in 
unique ways to take a substantial step in fol-
lowing the Lord.  The commitments made by 
our congregation for the next three years are 
very real evidences of God’s burdening of our 
hearts.  The pledges received total over 
$343,000 and represent a truly generous and 
sacrificial heartbeat amongst us.  I am so 
thankful for each person and family in our 
church as we have spent time praying to-
gether and seeking what God desires.   We 
are truly encouraging one another as we stand 
together in these things.  Isn’t it fun to experi-
ence such joy in seeing the good things of the 
Lord go forward?  May God bless us abun-
dantly in the days to come as month by month 
and year by year we see Him working through 
us.   Praise the Lord! 
                            ~Pastor Mark Matychuk~ 
 

where his first job was an 
inspector for Honeywell. Evie's 
brother worked there and Ray 
drove him home one evening ---
- thus meeting the lovely  
Evelyn. 
      Evie grew up in south  
Minneapolis so close to the old  
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Getting to Know You…  
  Cont. from page 1 
 

Bethesda Church they walked there every 
Sunday. She graduated from Roosevelt 
High School. Her childhood home was 
filled with Christian love and music. Both 
her mom and dad were in a string band 
and Evie taught herself to play the piano. 
      Evie got her homemaking skills from 
her mom who, by the way, excelled at 
making Lutefisk eatable!!! There is some 
question as to whether Ray fell for Evie or 
Mom's Lutefisk!!! Anyway-----after asking 
her hand in marriage three times, she 
finally said yes. They got married July 2, 
1954. They had three babies in three and 
one half years. Then a breather and 10 
years later - one more. 
      Evelyn's family was going to Bethesda 
when it was Bethesda Evangelical Free 
Church before Pastor Prince. At one time 
there were four generations from both 
sides of the family attending Bethesda. 
      Ray loved building model planes 
including the controls and transmitters --- 
on their one and only table in the kitchen of 
a two room apartment. Evie would sit 
outside with the babies and watch the 
planes fly. They flew all right ----- right into 
the lights at the old Met Stadium in 
Bloomington. Ray climbed walls and  

 
fences - found the fuselage at home plate, 
one wing at third base and various parts 
stuck here and there. He decided to buy a 
plane and thus began a beautiful friendship 
--- a cute, little Piper Clipper and Ray! He 
and Evie had fun flying together, even 
taking the kids on trips. 
      They needed a bigger house so in 
1967 they built their present home on a lot 
they'd purchased the year before. The big 
backyard was the neighborhood 
playground - including a basketball court 

which Ray 
flooded in winter 
for a skating 
rink. He even 
rigged lights. 
      Ray and 
Evie were and 
are very active 
in Bethesda 
church. If you've 
ever been to a 

church dinner you have enjoyed a dish, a 
dessert or rolls Evie made. Ray has moved 
his Tool and Die machinery into their 
garage and is busily working in a neatly 
laid out shop just a hop-skip-and a jump 
from a hot cup of coffee and a home-made 
piece of pie. We should all be so blessed! 
                                          ~Shirley Calvin~ 
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God Bless You 

on  
Your Special 

Day!  
 

December Birthdays 
12-01  Kyle Anderson  
12-01  Mackenzie Close 
12-04  Nathan Wentworth  
12-06  Emily Matychuk  
12-07  Judy Brown, Brendan      
           Matychuk  
12-09  Mary Lein, Austin  
           Cronquist 
12-10  Harold Peterson  
12-14  Michael Francis  
12-15  Darlene Anderson, Gary  
            Engvall  
12-15  Nancy Matychuk  
12-16  Katrina Osterlund, JoAnn 
            Fraser 
12-18  Mary Cleveland, Harriet  
            Swanson  Flavia Grund,     
            Gladys  Holmquist  
12-22  Jamee Francis 
12-23  Brittny Hollenbeck, Claire  
            Jones  
12-24   Tony Close 
12-25  Julie Francis 
12-26  Kathy McLean 
12-27  Heidi Sonsteby-Naughton  
12-28  Howie Cleveland, Rob 
            Schirmer 
12-29  Mary Mostue 
12-31  Ben Johnson 
  

Anniversaries  
12-01  John & Colleen Johnson 
12-12  Truman & Pat Wigen 
12-19  Steve & Patty Johnson 
12-29  Dean & Candy Davis 
12-31   Ian & Angelica Johnson 
 

Missionary Birthdays 
12-05  Jon Marshall    
12-07  Ricki Anne Zanella   
12-12  Kevin Crouse  
12-14  Melissa Meier   
12-15  Aubrey Olson 
12-17  Terese Benton 
12-18  Benjamin Marshall 
12-18   Amanda Meier 
12-27  Bruce Swanson 
 

Missionary Anniversaries 
12-18   Dave & Jenny Green  
12-22   Subash & Sandra  
             Muthyala 
12-29   Jeff & Sally Roth  
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Ray & Evelyn Lundgren 

 

and leave messages on caringbridge.org/ 
visit/karencarlson. 
 

ANGIE NORTHROP - Praise the Lord, 
progress is being made and she is having 
therapy now. Continue to pray for her  
recovery.  You can view updates on 
caringbridge.org/visit/angelanorthrop  
 

SHIRLEY CALVIN  - Pray for Shirley as 
she is facing a surgery on December 
12th.  We praise the Lord that though she 
has been found to have a form of cancer, 
it has been contained in one area and can 
be treated. Pray for the Lord’s care of her! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM - Be in prayer for all the kids 
participating, the leaders & helpers. We 
pray that the Lord uses it as an outreach. 
 

VICTORY SUNDAY - The Lord is so good 
and we praise Him for His leading in our 
church family. What a joy to surpass our 
“Victory Goal” as together we have join 
hands is giving and serving.  God has 
moved in a wonderful way as we look to 
the future of this ministry!  Praise Him! 

RUTH LILLIMOE  - She has been very ill 
with low blood pressure, and other prob-
lems and has been in Fairview hospital. 
Please pray for the doctors to have wisdom 
in treating her and for her health to im-
prove. 
 

ARLENE SUTTON - Please uphold Arlene 
in your prayers. She has had a lengthy  
illness and also burns that need to heal. 
Pray that the treatments for the burns will 
help keep away infection. 
 

GRACE JENSEN - Please continue to pray 
for Grace, that the Lord will strengthen her 
body as she heals from surgery to her hip. 
She has been moved to hospice care and 
her strength comes and goes. Pray for her 
family as they watch over her. 
 

KAREN CARLSON  - Continue uphold her 
and her family in your prayers. She has 
been told that the deterioration she is suf-
fering now is a result of the radiation  
treatments she had after the removal of the 
brain tumor in 2005. You can view updates  
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True Christian Christmas  
 

Christmas isn’t showy gifts 
Or glittering decoration; 
It’s honoring our Savior,  

Jesus Christ  
                     In humble adoration. 

 

It’s serving those less fortunate, 
Meeting their needs before our own; 
It’s making sure at Christmas time 

That no one is alone. 
 

It’s taking what we would have spent 
On things that no one needs, 
And using it to help someone 
With service and good deeds 

 

Our Savior showed us how to live 
With charity, faith and service. 

It makes the holidays a joy, 
More peaceful, and less nervous. 

 

So let’s remember Christmas is 
About our Savior’s birth; 

That’s the way to happiness, 
The way to peace on earth. 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 

 What do you most appreciate about the 
Bethesda Church family?  

      -I appreciate that is does feel like a family and you have 
a closeness with those you worship with. We have a very 
generous group of people-generous not only financially, but 
also generous with their time and talents. Our church family 
is amazing! 
    -Caring kindness of members to one another and sound 
Bible teaching. 
    -There is a real feeling of warmth and familiarity that is 
very evident. I personally can say I have seldom entered 
church with someone saying hello or another kind word. 
    -I appreciate the friendliness and the desire to serve the 
Lord. I appreciate pastor’s teaching of the Word. 
    -Memberships desire to be “Christ-like’. The teaching 
exemplifies a God honoring balance of ‘”truth with love”. 
    -Caring people, the music and the preaching right from 
the Word. 
    -the focus on understanding the Bible. The friendliness 
from all ages. 
    -Maturity of believers, godliness and Biblical understand-
ing. Missionary involvement and focus and the awareness 
of missions prayer needs and prayerfulness for the  
congregation. 
    -Our church is friendly and caring, not afraid to preach 
the truth. 
    -I appreciate the grace message and the fellowship and 
am so thankful for the prayer chain. 
    -People actually show genuine love and interest in  
others. You can see the “light” shining in them.  

   -I felt welcomed and part of the family since my very first 
visit. 
    -Seeing the love of Jesus Christ in so many people be-
cause they understand the freedom they have in Christ. 
    -Friendly, solid Bible teaching, honest approach to an-
swering questions, great music and preaching, classes to 
choose from. 
    -Smallness, closeness and welcoming. Hard work is 
appreciated. Very genuine, solid preaching. Questions are 
answered and not  side stepped. 
    -Friendliness, preaching is great and right from the  
Bible. The dispensational message-rightly dividing the 
Word and availability of pastors. A fun group of folks with 
a great sense of humor. Everyone (almost everyone) 
serves, fantastic music and worship team. 
    -Our church family loves our Lord Jesus and it shows. 
    -Feeling accepted, welcomed and included. 
    -Really appreciate Rindy Koukal’s visits- the Deacon-
ess’s are great! I also really appreciate the prayer chain. 
    -The Biblical teaching, the choir, the meaningful and 
Biblical sermons. The Great effort by the staff and  
members in all they do. The classes and caring of the 
members. 
    -We really enjoy the Adult Sunday School and Sunday  
Worship services. 
    -People genuinely care and love me. Our church exhib-
its freedom in Christ and is not judgmental. 
 

(These a just a few of the wonderful expressions 
of encouragement from Surveys turned in  
concerning our church family… Praise the Lord!) 



      I've been in my element 
this past month. People 
have been visiting other 
people just to get better 
acquainted and share love 
for each other. (It didn't hurt 
that some nice folks offered 
treats). It's fun too hear 

people's stories and see where they live. 
John and Sandra Toeller made one call that 
was supposed to take 15-20 minutes. The 
folks they visited were so interesting they 
stayed well over an hour. One of the homes I 
sneaked a visit to was so welcoming I  
actually caught a cat-nap.....and I do mean 
CAT! Two of 'em. And they slept on a big, 
warm, fluffy pillow. And they let me snuggle 
right up between them! See-----when you 
take time to visit inviting homes there is al-
ways a blessing! 
      Now I know Halloween is long gone----
however----I got to share this. I was along on 
one visit to Harold and Joyce Peterson. Upon 
arrival we were met at the door of the 
 apartment building by a man in a stove pipe 
hat with long black curls and a plastic mask. I 
thought the poor man had a badly burned 
face with a protective mask ....until he started 
to giggle! I'd know Harold's rascally chuckle 
anywhere!! 
      Did you know Darlene Anderson loves 
animals? Included in her menagerie is a pet 
corn snake who lives on MICE!!! You can't 
believe how careful I am around the  
Anderson's household! 
      I'm always amazed at our power-point in 
church. Carol Jankowski has the most 
appropriate background for the worship 
songs and scriptures. It adds so much to the 
service. And she just zips those Scriptures 
up there pronto! IMPACT, the high school 
youth, have decided to give $30 each month 
to Aimee Johnson's missionary adventure in 
Uruguay. The 7th and 8th graders took up a 
collection for Project ABBA in Brazil. Great 
kids! Was putzin' around church one  
Saturday. There was Paul Ebert working on 
the shed, Ed Calvin, Dave Tepley and his 
nephew spreading river rock in the garden 
path, Marcy Dugan and Kay Haakenson 
cooking' up a banquet in the kitchen, a whole 
bunch of teachers and kids working on their 
AWANA memorization and crafts and Jim 
and Linnae Knoll training their Stephen 
Ministers. I wouldn't trade my secret place at 
Bethesda for the grandest cathedral  
anywhere. It's so full of God's love here. That 
was so evident at the Harvest Banquet. 
There was so much love-----I even got  
carried away and hugged the cat! But, only 
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Wally 
Sez... 

real fast and while he was still 
sleepy! 
      There is another banquet coming 
up December 16 right after the 
Christmas Concert. Better "make like 
a skeleton" a few days prior 'cause 
the ladies will be "cookin'" once 
again.....in more ways than one! 

Thought for the month:     
Persons are 
gifts,                               
Gifts received and gifts given; 
Like the sun, 
Like the Son of God.            
                                           ~Wally~ 

 Mission Challenges for US!  
 

Seeing God at work in us and through the world 
wide missionaries we support was a joy to ex-
perience at our missions conference, Oct.24-28,  
We had some very inspirational reports and chal-
lenges each evening.  Special thanks to all who 
helped serve the meals which allowed us 
some great fellowship in getting to know the 
missionaries personally . The messages from God's Word stirred our 
hearts as to what God can do through each one of us as his ambassa-
dors so we can "Let the Whole World Know ..." 1 Tim.2:3-4 

 

 It was a joy to celebrate with our  
missionaries what God has done in reaching 
out with the gospel of the Grace of God. And 
it was especially exciting to have our very 
own, Aimee Johnson, sharing how God 
has led her to serve as a missionary in  
Uruguay . Our church has made a  
commitment to support her and we are pray-

ing that God would work in many more hearts from our church to take a 
step of faith and move out in service for Him in the area of missions and 
outreach.   
 

Although this conference is over, the challenge to reach out and be a 
part of what  God is doing around the world is not.   
We need to follow the prompting of God 
to support our missionaries in prayer, 
give financially, write them letters and 
cards, send care packages at special 
times of the year for birthdays and  
holidays.  We need to be encouraging 
our children to serve as missionaries 
and go on mission trips and be open to 
God’s call upon our very own lives to 
serve Him wherever He leads us. We pray for God to increase 
the missionary vision for outreach here and around the world.                                                                   
                                                              ~Pastor Dwight Anderson~  
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Join us for an evening full of the excitement, warmth 

and the joy of Christmas as we are led 
In worship and adoration of the Savior whose  

Birth we celebrate. 

Following the concert we look forward to a special time of 
fellowship as we gather around the table and enjoy a delicious 
Christmas dinner. Make your reservations by signing up on the 
list in the foyer. A free will offering will be taken at the banquet.  
Invite your family and friends and share the Good News of 
Christmas!   
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