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See locations listed
inside for one you
can join today!!!

This is an absolutely wonderful time of year!

As | withess so many new things beginning

within the ministry and fellowship of our church;

| find it to be a time of great promise!
Anticipation builds as new Adult Sunday

Classes begin and Small Groups gather all over
the metro area. Awana is exciting, not only for

the kids. Not only have they been eagerly
looking forward to fall, but | can see genuine
enthusiasm in the eyes and actions of Awana
leaders as everyone joyfully gets ready for all
the midweek fun of fall. Promise,...is a
wonderful thing! Fall is a season filled with
promise because we look forward to truly

blessed things in our fellowship together, things

that God wants to give us. Promise is taking

God at His Word and believing in what He has

said about our future. Paul said, “For | am

confident of this very thing that He who began a

good work in you will perfect it until the day of

Christ Jesus!” We know that God’s hands are

upon us and that faithfully He is nurturing and
shaping this church family through all the

experiences and challenges we have together.

Isn’t it true that we all live in one of two

ways? We either live under pressure or under

promise. We either live under life’s pressures,
reacting to circumstances; or we live within
God’s promises, trusting in Him for guidance

and our daily supply. When we believe in God’s
promises, we live life in light of His agenda for
the future. When we live in God’s promises our

pressures diminish in size and significance.
When we count on God’s promises, we count

out life’s pressure. We all need to learn how to

exchange life’s pressures for God’s promises.
I guess that is why | love fall so much.

It is a time when we are all making tons of
decisions and we make them in light of what
we know God has said to us and what He is
doing in our lives. For the last several
months our Elders and our Trustees have
chosen to initiate a giving campaign for our
church. So many people have expressed a
desire to be a part of something special that
the Lord might do. This is not familiar
territory for us as a church. But the amazing
thing that binds our hearts together is that
we know that God has called us together to
a wonderful ministry, a challenging outreach,
and a deeply meaningful message. God has
called us to go forward and this is truly
wonderful because when He does that, He
also makes definite and clear promises that
we can not ignore. | have recently been
wrestling with the passage in | Corinthians
9:8. It astounds me when Paul writes

under the inspiration of the Spirit, “And God
is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that having all sufficiency in everything, you
may have an abundance for every good
deed!” Living in God’s promises means
taking Him at His word.

That is why | love fall, because we are
going forward, we are taking up new
challenges eagerly, and we can see with the
eyes of our hearts the God has a wonderful
destination for us as we follow His lead.
What a joy it is for us to be people of faith,
people of confidence, people who live within
the promises God gives us. Let’s pray that in
everything we do we will have a wonderful
sense of God taking the lead and the experi-

ence of trusting in the promises He gives.
~Pastor Mark Matychuk~

This Is Our Story and

had a year and a half to

married for 37 years and live

We're Sticking To It!

Tom hails from Columbus,
Ohio and Mary from Bay
Village, a suburb of
Cleveland. They met as

go - guess he's either just a
little slower than Mary, or up
to that point hadn't found the
right motivation to get the
degree completed. Both are

on a piece of secluded,
wooded property just north of
Lonsdale, Mn. They have two
children. Gina, age 33, is the
world traveler of the family and

students at Ohio State
University two weeks before
Mary's graduation. Tom still

true "Buckeyes" and if you cut
either one of them they'll
bleed scarlet. They have been Kajlua Kona, Hawaii - so

currently lives in New York
City. Peter, age 25 lives in

(Continued on pg. 2)
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DAVE TEPLEY - Praise the Lord his rotator

cuff surgery went well on September 11th.
Continue to pray for healing and the many
months of therapy he has.

DOROTHY RIVENBURG - She praises the
Lord for the wonderful results from her
surgery, to her right eye, on Sept, 12th. Her
eye is healing well. Dorothy thanks you for
all your prayers, flowers and thoughts.
Please continue to pray for her sister, Mil-
dred Gertsch, as she is still recovering from

the fall she had. Mildred is doing better now

but is discouraged with the time it will take
for her to get well.

SMALL GROUPS - Please pray as we
make preparations for our small group
Bible studies. For the Lord’s leading and
guidance and His blessings.

Getting to Know You...
Cont. from page 1

they always have good, interesting places
to visit.

Mary has either been a stay-at-home
Mom, when the children were young, or a
speech and language clinician, which is
what she is presently doing in the
Northfield School system. If you have
about 45 minutes Tom can tell you all of
his different past occupations before he
"retired" 5 years ago, but he likes his
present job best - teaching Latin and
English part-time at Southwest Christian
High School in Chaska. Mary believes that
he is working full time and only accepting
half pay, but Tom says, "You try learning
Latin while trying to teach a class of
teenagers".

Both of them grew up in main-line
Christian denominations with strong
liturgical traditions but little Biblical training
and knowledge. Thanks to Mary's sister-in-
law from Apple Valley, they were
introduced to Biblical Christianity during a
Memorial Day weekend in 1980. The one
important lesson Tom says he has learned
is this: “You may be saved and you may
be in a Christian Church, but it is you who
is responsible for your personal walk with
the Lord. | guess, because of where we
had come from spiritually, we were in the
habit of abdicating scriptural study and
knowledge to the pastor. It wasn't until
attending a Sunday School class where
they were showing the Les Feldick video

SHARON DEJOY - Pray for Sharon as
she had back surgery on Friday, Sept.
28th, to fuse some bones in her lower
back. Pray that God will bring her healing
and strength.

MIKE & LINDA WILMSEN - Please keep
them in your prayers as Mike is away
from the family, working in

Colorado and Linda is here with the kids.
For God'’s strength and guidance with the
upcoming challenges and eventual move.

ANGIE CARLSON - She had a car
accident 1 1/2 yrs ago. Angie is having
surgery on Oct. 2nd to remove a metal
place from her arm and also future
surgery to her forehead. Please keep her
in your prayers.

series that | finally saw what | had been
missing. The more | went to those classes
the less relevant the messages in the
church service became.

I had the blessing of being in a Bible
Study with Al Larson and | can tell you we
were praying for Bethesda at least months
if not a year that the God would open
doors for this church to move to Prior
Lake. We did learn at our previous church
and truly enjoy get-togethers with our
friends there, but somehow | still feel like |
had spent 23 years wandering in the
wilderness."

Mary has learned that God has
granted her the spiritual gifts of hospitality,
encouragement and music and that she
should use these gifts to glorify Him. She
enjoys playing Keyboard in the church
band and having two Bible studies at
home. Her favorite verse is: | can do all
things through Him who strengthens me.
(Phil. 4:13)

They certainly live that verse as they
do so many things to strengthen our
Bethesda family. Praise the Lord!

Tom & Mary Vellani

God Bless You

on
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October Birthdays

Martha Sepulveda

Lois Myers

Corrine Horn, Brandon
Osterlund

Blake Jones

Marilyn Mathison

Tana Peterson

Denny Benoe, Kathrin
Myhra

Alice Catherwood
Lynna Schauer, Bonnie
Johnson

Erica Barnum, Henry
Olson

Elizabeth Larson, lan
Johnson

Jane Glaccum

Lexi Lein

Arlene Anderson, Phyllis
Engvall, Carol Jankowski
Peter Hennen, Sharon
Gabler

Cheryl Larson, Ann
Liesinger

Jim Knoll

Anniversaries

Tim & Tracy Peterson
Brian & Ann Liesinger
Larry & Carolyn Bakke
John & Julie Francis,
Michael & Linda Wilmsen
Gary & Barb Wolfe

Ed & Shirley Calvin

Missionary Birthdays

Cory Hodgson
Emma Green
Lydia Green
Erin Benton
Donna Strom
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World Know..."

Aimee Johnson - URUGUAY
Grace Ministries International

Mark your calendars for this special time at
Bethesda Church. Come and hear what these
Missionaries are doing in each of these
countries to reach the Lost!!!

What a wonderful opportunity to get to know
them better!

“This is good, and
pleases
God our
Savior,

who wants all men

to be

saved and come

to a knowledge of
the truth.”

1 Timothy 2: 3,4.

Mike, Terese, Danae, Erin,

Leah and Zach Benton

TANZANIA

Grace Ministries

International

Brook Seekins - TANZANIA

Steve, Barb, Trevor and Stefanie

Sherman

TANZANIA - Grace Ministries

International

Dan, Nancy, Sharayah, Shad,

Grace Ministries International

Sandi & Scott Spooner

KENYA - African Inland
Mission - AIR

Bill, Sue, Rachel, Christina & Laura

Vinton - CONGO
Grace Ministries International

support Aimee by donating to needs
she will have setting up her home and
ministry in Uruguay!

A Bon Voyage Shower... Nov.4th

Once again we
will be
gathering shoe
box gifts to give
needy kids all
over the world...

What a wonderful way to
show the love of Christ and
share the Gospel of
Salvation.

Gather your boxes!!




The Encourage

Welcome fall...another
of God's beautiful
creations. | sneaked a ride
up to visit Steve Gowdy.
He's doing great and so
am | cause

besides seeing my buddy
lookin' good and finding he
is part of four Bible study groups....get
this.... he has learned how to make peach
cobbler!! And, man, it was good!!! He takes
pop-tarts from "old " K-rations, forms the
outsides for crusts and fills them with
peaches and jam-----heats them in the mi-
cro-wave and------ Voila! Darlene, you'll
never have to make desserts again!

The Wilmsen's are making a move to
Colorado Springs. Mike is already there but
Linda and the girls can't join them till spring.
The separation is tough on all so keep them
in your prayers.

Someone else in need of prayer is Eric
Bottema. He dearly wants to serve the Lord
in ministry. He planned to go to school for
such but he needs a job as well and isn't
having much good fortune in finding one in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

The Mission Conference, Oct. 24-28, is
always a huge success and full of informa-
tion and fellowship. Kay Haakenson is
sharing her wonderful talents. Once again
she is in charge of the banquet (can hardly
wait for that). You know Bethesda sponsors
all these missionaries. Come out and enjoy
hearing all about their adventures working
for the Lord and encourage them. The
Spooners, African Inland Mission, provides
emergency flights for missionaries all over
Africa. Brook Seekins works with youth and
camp ministries in Africa. The Bentons took
Kempers place in Tanzania, Africa. Steve
Sherman and our own Aimee Johnson will
share their mission plans. Bill and Sue
Vinton will share at the Sunday morning
service. All these missionaries will rotate
among groups ranging from kids through old
timers sharing their stories and how the
Lord is working in their areas. These 5 days
are a marvelous way to get acquainted with
Bethesda sponsored missions.

Fall kick-off was fun. Sunday School and
Awana are off to a terrific start. | almost got
my tail stepped on by a little boy about to
start kindergarten who just kept bouncing up
and down shouting, "I'm going to school. I'm
going to school".

Thought for the month:

Pumpkins and squash are mighty fine

And so is Hubbard squash

But the best crop that grows anywhere

Are boys and girls b"gosh!

~Wally~

Wally
Sez...

/“Growmg In Grace”

Pastor Dwight & Darlene Anderson
15056 Portland Ave,
Burnsville 55306 - 952-425-3847
Meeting every other Sunday-7pm

“First Peter Small Group”
Gary & Bonnie Johnson
4101 70th Ave, N
Brooklyn Center, 5542
763-425-0795
Meeting every other Sunday-7pm

“1 Thessalonians”

Pastor Mark & Kathy Matychuk
13312 Penn Ave, S
Burnsville, 55337- 952-882-1526
Meeting every other Sunday-7pm

“Dispensational Theology”
Alan Larson
3101 W. 220th Street,
Jordan, 55352 - 952-492-5030
Meeting weekly on Saturdays -
7:30 am

“Parenting”
Chuck & Pam Myhra - 952-894-0544
at Bethesda Church
Meeting twice a month
Sundays - 6pm

“1 Thessalonians”

Tony & Marian Berglund
4543 17th Ave, S
Minneapolis, 55407 - 612-722-6320

Twice a month, Sunday —7pm

AUL GRIOURS

“Women’s Reflections”

Mary Ann Dalbey - 612-729-6723
at Various homes
Meeting the last Tuesday of the
month - 7-9pm

“Beginning Your New Life In
Christ”

Vern & Lois Hendrickson
7027 Newton Ave, S
Richfield, 55423 - 612-866-7607
Meeting every other Sunday-7pm

“The Book of Hebrews”
Paul & Nicole Pedro
1624 Hinton Trail North,
Oakdale, 55128 - 651-578-2968
Twice a month, Sunday - 7pm

“Growing in Grace”
Mike & Donna Gray
5518 Woodland Rd,
Minnetonka, 55345 - 952-445-9028
Bruce Anderson - Facilitator
Meeting every other Sunday - 7pm

“The Truth Project”
Don & Rindy Koukal
4412 McColl Drive,
Savage, 55378 - 952-808-8676
Tom Vellani - Facilitator
Meeting every other Sunday - 6pm

“Men’s Study”
Dale Dugan - 763-561-6142
Call if you are interested
in participating

Family Camp 2007
What Family Camp meant to the
Pedros.

Family Camp at Timber Bay,
Was Godly fun everyday.

Heartfelt teaching touched our lives,
With games of plenty under sunny
skies.

Competition was fierce, all had the
desire,

But at night all were one sitting by
the campfire.

Singing praises about the Lord and
His Might,

While riding hay wagons
throughout the night.

We gave thanks everyday to be
Spiritually led,

While holding our stomachs-way
over fed.

So come next year, the scenery will
impress,

We came home exhausted but
definitely refreshed.

See you Next Year,
Paul, Nicole and Austin Pedro
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YOUth Retreat at Church!!
For Jr./ Sr. High Every WedneSday
at Northern Grace Youth AWANA 6:45 p.m. Saturday October 6th,

Camp, Gillett, WI
October 18 - 21

Great Bible teaching,
discussion and tons of fun!

Sign up today
by contacting
Pastor Dwight-952-226-6651

Ages 3-6th grade

JAM Jr. High Youth
6:45 p.m.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Studying Romans
7:00 p.m.

CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:30 p.m.

JOIN us!!

9:00 am - 3:00 pm

At Bethesda Church

Grab your paint brush,
hammer and scrub bucket and
join us for special work day!
We will also be doing some
landscaping and planting.




