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       In 1950 Art and 
Gretchen Matychuk came to 
know the Lord through 
young people at Bethesda 
Church and immediately 
became involved as Sunday 
School teachers. Because of 
this and the weekly ministry 
they shared riding the 

church bus to pick up kids for 
Sunday School, they became 
good friends. Three years 
later they were married. 
      Their children, Mark and 
Pam, were born in Milwaukee 
while Art attended Milwaukee 
Bible College. David and 
Wayne were born in Santa 

Cruz, Bolivia where Art and 
Gretchen were serving as 
missionaries. After a stint in 
Bolivia they returned to 
Bloomington, MN, where the 
children grew up. 
      At that time Art became 
involved with Bethesda 
Mission Inc. (later Grace 
Ministries)     (continued on page 2) 
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      We as a church have embarked on an 
amazing journey.  It’s a journey whose 
destination we have left in the hands of the 
Lord.  In a truly adventurous and faith-filled way 
we have with one voice said, “Lord, take us 
where you want us to go, show us Your will and 
give us the courage to follow where You lead!”   
It is a wonderful thing to pray as a Body of 
believers and have a shared peace that the 
Lord is, “steering the ship”. 
      Part of the wonder of this process has been 
the buying and selling of church buildings.  This 
was new to all of us, and humbly we found 
ourselves asking big questions in prayer that 
only the Lord could answer.  In countless ways 
over the last couple of years we have seen the 
affirmation and protection of the Lord in steps 
that were taken.  God opened doors to ministry 
in Scott County and took us on a roller coaster 
ride in selling our old building.  We have come 
to a place of profound confidence in God’s plan 
and timing as a wonderful congregation is 
moving into our old location and is 
enthusiastically going forward in a committed 
work for the Lord.  What an answer to prayer! 
      Only now is the dust beginning to settle and 
our focus is turned to the future.  We no longer 
are caring for two buildings and financially we 
are beginning to sort things out.  We have 
eliminated our temporary short-term debts and 
the Lord has blessed us with excellent 
financing.  Many people have been curious, 
asking specific questions about where things 
stand and how we are doing when all is said 
and done.  I want to share a couple very 
challenging and encouraging things in this 
article, and I also want to point to a special  
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The Encourager   
 

If you have an event or news 
you would like to have 

published, please submit 
articles to the church office 
by the second Tuesday of 

the month.    
E-mail:bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 

“Annual Church“Annual Church   
Family Picnic”Family Picnic”   

  
Sunday, August Sunday, August 

12th, 200712th, 2007  
  

At Cleary Lake,At Cleary Lake,  
Prior Lake Prior Lake --  
after Churchafter Church  

  
Sign up today!Sign up today!  

  

congregational meeting on August 26th at 
which time we will have a great opportunity to 
discuss details in greater depth and address 
any questions anyone might have. 
      We established a budget at the beginning 
of the year, not knowing what would transpire 
in the sale of our old building.  It is a joy to 
sense the peace and resolve of our congre-
gation as we have looked to the future and 
dealt with the challenges and multiplied steps 
of faith God has given us.  We have prayed 
for the Lord’s provision and in wonderful 
ways we have seen Him work.  We take to 
heart the promises of II Corinthians 9:8 “And 
God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
that always having all sufficiency in every-
thing, you may have an abundance for every 
good deed.”   It encourages us to remember, 
“God is able!”   Now our mortgage costs add 
$7,056 a month to our budget.  This leads us 
again to look to the Lord. 
      We were greatly blessed a few weeks 
ago in an Elder Board meeting as the church 
treasurers sorted things out for us.  We know 
there are challenges ahead as our weekly 
need to meet budget and mortgage is now 
$7,300 a week.  This is a matter of prayer as 
our typical weekly offering has been in the 
$5,600 range.  The blessing for the Board 
came as a couple large special gifts were 
reported, so that, where the year to date 
needs come to $7,300 a week, the receipts to 
date averaged out to $7,313.  We praise the 
Lord for the generosity of His people and also 
for His faithfulness in leading and working in 
our midst.  We know we have exciting chal-
lenges for the future, but we also know, our 
God is amazing and He is able!  Praise the 
Lord!              -Pastor Mark Matychuk 



Getting to Know You…  
  Cont. from page 1 
 

where he served for 40 years and just 
retired in 2005. Art was asked to be a  
part-time Pastor of a new church called 
Highland Bible Church. For financial 
support during that time and also for the 
flexibility needed to minister, their 
business, Design Mold, Inc. was begun 
and served them well for 14 years 
      They spent 10 years in Carter Lake, 
Iowa (a suburb of Omaha, Nebraska) 
where Art was Pastor of Lakeview Bible 
Church. In 1993 they received the call to 
pastor at Bethesda, their home church, 
back where it all began. It was hard for 
them to leave Wayne and Karen and family 
in Omaha. But, it was a blessing to be in 
Minneapolis with Pam and Chuck and 
David and Nancy and their families as well 
as many dear, old friends. A couple of 
years later Mark and Kathy also moved to 
Minneapolis thus making for very happy 
times. 
      After 6 years at Bethesda, Art retired. 
Gretchen had been secretary at Bethesda 
but by then had moved on to a job with 
Northwest Airlines. During those years they 
had a lot of fun taking most of their 
grandchildren on trips to various special 
places such as Alaska, Orlando, Hawaii, 
California and the historic cities of the 
South Eastern states. They have 9 
grandchildren in Minneapolis and 4 in 
Omaha. 

       One very special trip during that time 
was the celebration of their 50th 
anniversary in Williamsburg, Virginia. All 
23 members of their family celebrated a 
week together with housing in 4 adjacent 
condos. 
      Their lives have been full of numerous 
and varied ministries and services. A 
recent highlight just took place in June 
when Gretchen accompanied the Teen 
Mission Trip to Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Art's 
task during their years as missionaries 
there was to plant new churches. One of 
those is now the largest Bethesda Church 
in Santa Cruz and that is where the teens 
ministered. Another was a church way out 
of town that was celebrating 2 years in 
their new building. The warmth and 
affection expressed to Gretchen as the 
people recalled their time, so long ago, 
with Art and Gretchen, was overwhelming.     
      And our warmth and affection for this 
marvelous couple cannot be measured. 
But, we are so thankful to our good Lord 
for them. 
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God Bless You on  
Your Special Day!  
 
         

        August Birthdays 
02 Elijah Brown  
06  Vern Hendrickson  
07  Steve Johnson , Cody Jones 
09 Roxy Jones 
11 Bruce Anderson  
12 Evan Johnson, Laura Larson 
13  Micaela Northrop   
14 Mary Mueller  
15 Jordan Lein 
16  Betty Crownover 
17 Claudia Hennen, Ray 

Lundgren  
20 Marian Berglund, Rachel      
       Matychuk  
22  Chris Hunter , Axel Johnson 
24 Corinne Papulas  
25 Mary Ann Dalbey, Lorene 

Gabler 
25 Michelle McDonald  
27 Steve Wickstrom 
29  Paul Ebert  
31 Melody Zunker 
 
 

August Anniversaries 
02 Dave and Wanda Teply 
05 Jim and Betty Crownover 
07 Charles and Margaret 
Peterson 
13 David Naughton and Heidi 
 Sonsteby-Naughton 
17 Tom and Tammy Williams  
20 Elsworth and Pearl Schwandt 
21 Duane and Kendra Larson 
22 Tom and Mary Vellani  
24 Henry and Gladys Olson 
26 Paul and Diane Ebert  
27 Bob and Mary Lein  

 
Missionary Birthdays 

01   Naomi Hodgson  
04  Arnie Selfors 
08 Urian Rios, Brianna Roth
  
14 Mary Mueller  
23 Scott Spooner 
25  Denae Benton  
26  Michelle Campos, Jule Rios   
30  Gabrielle Rios  

 
 

Missionary Anniversary  
5 Steve and Barb Sherman  
16 Mike and Terese Benton  

 
 

 
 
 

BOB MYERS - he went to be with the Lord,  
Monday 2nd of July. 
Please be in prayer for his wife Lois and their  
family. Lois thanks you for all your prayers and 
cards during Bob’s illness. Address: 10043  
Lancaster, Sun City, AZ 85351 
 

STEPHEN’S MINISTRY - please be in prayer for 
this very important ministry that is being planned. 
Pray for those who the Lord will call to be a part of 
it. Interviews and training will start soon. Jim and 
Linnae Knoll are the leaders. 
 

TRAVEL SAFETY  - please be in prayer for those 
in our church family that are traveling during the 
summer vacation months. For safety and refresh-
ing times with family and friends. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  - Our V.B.S. is com-
ing up fast. Please be in prayer for all the teachers, 
helpers and the many children who will attend. We 
pray for God’s blessings on our Bible School and 
that children will come to know Christ. 
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Art & Gretchen Matychuk 

 

EVENING  
REFLECTIONS BIBLE 

STUDY GROUP 
 

The ladies have just started 
a new study! 

“The Book of Daniel” by 
John MacArthur. 

(God’s control over rulers 
 and nations) 

 

Meeting Aug. 28, at 7 pm 
Mary Ann Dalby’s home: 
5015 35th Ave, S, #610 

Mpls, MN 55417 
612-729-6723 



The Encourager 3 



The Encourager 4 

those in need. They use both 
words and deeds to express 
Christ's care for others--listening 
and comforting, calling on the 
training they have received and 
employing the tools of faith. “Love 
one another as I have loved 
you” (John 15:12). 
      The ultimate goal of Stephen 
Ministry is to provide care for 
those in need at Bethesda 
Church. This care is given through 
trained Stephen Ministers. The 
first step toward adopting Stephen 
Ministry at Bethesda Church be-
gan with the selecting and training 
of Stephen Leaders, Jim and Lin-
nae Knoll. They went to St. Louis 
in April for a week long leaders  
training seminar and are now 
qualified to move Bethesda to the 
next step which is to accept  
applications, do interviews, and  
train Stephen Ministers. As a  
Stephen Minister, you are formally 
commissioned and matched with  

      Your invited to 
 

 
 
  
 

  These are exciting times at  
Bethesda Church as we 

move forward with the beginning of 
Stephen Ministry. Many of you have 
attended the Stephen Ministry  
workshop in May and have already 
committed to moving forward with 
becoming a Stephen Minister.  
Others of you are still considering 
Stephen Ministry and have 
 questions about what it is to be a 
Stephen Minister and how do I 
become one. 
      Stephen Ministers work  
alongside our pastors to care,  
encourage, and provide emotional 
and spiritual support to people who 
are going through difficult times, 
such as divorce, grief, hospitaliza-
tion, unemployment, terminal  
illness, relocation, chronic illness, or 
loneliness. “Bear one another’s  
burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ” 
Galatians 6:2). Stephen Ministers  
bring distinctively Christian care to  
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August 20-21-22, 2007  
 

Join us for our seventh annual Adult 
Bible Conference where we expect a 
tremendous blessing in God’s Word 
and in Christian fellowship. You don’t 
want to miss this excellent opportunity 
to be challenged in the Word with 
great Christian friends.   
Speaker :  Les Feldick with 
    “Through the Bible”  
Location : The Associated Retreat 
Center - Osceola, 
Wisconsin 
 

Brochures are available in 
the foyer or call the church 

office 952-266-6651 

�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($� ���

an appropriate care receiver. Then 
ongoing Stephen Minister and 
Leader supervision helps maintain 
high quality care giving at 
 Bethesda Church. 
       If you have gifts for caring, 
 encouraging, and listening, please 
begin to prayerfully consider 
whether you might want to be part 
of this exciting ministry. If you think 
you are interested in becoming a 
Stephen Minister and would like an 
application, please talk with one of 
the Stephen Ministry Leaders: Jim 
and Linnae Knoll (952-881-0192). 
Applications and interviews are  
occurring in July and August and 
training begins September 8th. 
 
….By the way...if you 
want to be part of the 
start of this ministry, 
we are still a bit shy of 
our goal of $3,300.00 
...If you can help with 
registration, materials, 
and training,just design 
nate your gift 
to: “Stevens” 
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Dave & Joy Rachoy 
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- 3300 
- 3000 
 
 
- 2000 
 

- 1000 

Our Goal 

Recd. to Date: $2106.00 



 
 

 
     
      "Summertime and the 
livin' is easy". It should be 
- but my, how busy we all 
are. Diane, Vinnie and 
Aaron Martin celebrated 
birthdays and an anniver-

sary in Hawaii. Aloha!    
      Linda Bowdin is back after touring 
Europe being an angel in disguise aboard a 
mission boat and taking voice training in 
Vienna. Kids are having a ball at Camp and 
Stephen Ministry classes are being 
 prepared by Jim and Linnae Knoll. Little 
"garden gnomes" have been at work  
weeding, planting and watering the lovely 
garden just beyond the Gospelite Room, 
out the door to your left on the way to the 
gym. There's a big rock outside the door to 
prop it open. If the door closes on you, you 
must walk around to the front of the church 
to get back in. (Been there, done that, and 
for one who is built low to the ground it's a 
journey). Many thanks to Bryan and Carina 
Peterson for their guidance in planting. 
      Dorene and Warren Anderson's 
dream .... back to Bolivia .... after 46 years! 
If it wasn't for Pastor Dwight and his 
leadership to take the team to Bolivia, and 
all his work beforehand in organizing ideas, 
programs, skits, pantomime and music this 
past year, it wouldn't have happened.  
Highlights: Teens on the Bethesda Team 
gave testimonies in Spanish, sang songs, 
taught Bible verses and David even 
preached sermons in Spanish with a trans-
lator. Over 160 Bolivian kids accepted the 
Lord. The team gave out over 230 bracelets  
along with tracts, 700 Spanish NT, and the 
Bolivians loved them. Saul, a former orphan 
that Dorene and Warren took care of, is 
now director of the schools. He used to play 
with Pastor Dwight when they were little 
and he said if not for Bethesda Church in  
Minneapolis, he would not be here. The 
team gave out 70 Bibles to a new, little 
church and the Pastor cried and hugged 
and thanked everyone and said we were an 
answer to prayer and to thank the people in 
the U.S. as no one had their own Bible till 
now. Street witnessing with Keira and Joel, 
their grand children, was a thrill for the  
Andersons. There are now over 1 million 
people in Santa Cruz that need the Lord 
and need Bibles. Who will go? Will some of 
the Team go ...back to Bolivia? 
      I get around for a little guy. My Texas 
friend introduced me to an elementary 
school book about Stanley, a boy who  
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Wally 
Sez... Here are a few testimonies from 

kids and adults who went to 
Northern Grace Youth Camp this 
summer…  
 

I believe in God and go to camp to 
learn more about him. We learnt 

about 
David this 
summer. 
-Colin 
Nelson. 
 

Because 
of the 
need, I 

volunteer as a cook, nurse and drive 
the bus, on various weeks. The kids 
need to learn about the Lord and I 
feel that by serving I’m helping in 
that process. 
It’s so much fun too! 
-Peggy Phillips  
 

The activities are great 
and I love going there. 
-Jonathan Brandt  

Camp is 
fun and I 
grow 
closer to 
Jesus.  I 
love the 
horse-
back riding and I make lots of 
new friends. -Niki Zunker  
 

There are lots of things to do at 
camp. We learn more about God, 
which is great! - Luke Gowdy  
 

The Christian atmosphere makes 
me want to be a better person. 
- Andrew Brandt  
 

It was awesome seeing God work 
in the campers lives this summer. 
A girl, who comes to Bethesda’s 

Awana program,  
accepted Christ. I pray 
she will grow in Christ 
and also the other 
campers who made  
decisions for the Lord. 
- Kristin Myhra  

 
loved to travel. So, all students,  
teachers and the principal, whenever 
they went adventuring, took "Flat 
Stanley", a cut-out of the boy. They 
would place the cut-out in a photo of 
their favorite visiting place. Rachel 
Matychuk was kind enough to take me 
along to California and capture this 
photo of me with my 
heart-throb, Minnie!! 
What a thrill!! Isn't 
she beautiful?!? 
      Peter and  
Lesley Hennen went 
on a cross country 
motorcycle trip to 
Colorado where 
they adventured  
wherever the spirit led them. What a 
fun father and daughter experience. 
Claudia enjoys bike trips too, so 
maybe next year they'll have to get a 
side-car. 
      Elisa Gunn and Farrin Reid got 
married and Hilary and Sari looked  
almost as lovely as the bride. 
       Have y'all noticed (a little  

 
southern lingo there), how often Paul  
Zunker, our little drummer boy,  
accompanies soloists singing 
harmony with them while playing the 
drums? I've never known 
anyone, other than Karen Carpenter, 
who can sing so smoothly while 
drumming up a storm! 
      And Melody Zunker is as busy as 
a bee organizing campers. Wanda 
and Dave Tepley attended a very 
posh gala to raise funds for the  
hearing impaired in need of financial 
assistance. Arnold Palmer, Jay Leno, 
Mickey Rooney and many other  
celebrities attended. Ask them to tell 
you why so many Italians are named 
Tony. Cute story. Well, so busy,  so 
many activities goin' on... gotta take a 
nap! See ya next month. Thought for 
the month: 
 Each campfire lights anew                                                     
The flame of friendship true                                         
The joy I've had in knowing you 
Will last a whole life through.                         
                                             ~Wally~ 



Bethesda Church 
15033 Hwy. 13 South 
Prior Lake, MN  55372  
 
www.bethesdachurch.com  
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U.S. Postage Paid 

Prior Lake, MN 
Permit No. 32 

To Register Call:  952-226-6651  

Calling all kids...  

Get ready for an out-of-this-world 
adventure at 

Vacation Bible School 
August 6-10 

9:00 a.m. to Noon  
Bible Theme : Joshua 1:9 

 

Children ages:  3 Years to 8th Grade 
 
Bible Stories - Crafts -  Games - Skits - Songs  
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