Bethesda Church
15033 Hwy. 13 South
Prior Lake, MN 55372

www.bethesdachurch.com

Anaheim, CA
July 3-6, 2007

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Prior Lake, MN
Permit No. 32

Volume 18, Issue 7

July, 2007

Bethesda Church
15033 Hwy. 13 South
Prior Lake, MN 55372

Office: 952-226-6651
Fax: 952-226-6652

www.bethesdachurch.com

Inside this issue:

Prayer Requests

July Calendar
Prison Ministry

g b~ W N

Wally & Blessing in
Bolivia

The Encourager

If you have an event or news
you would like to have
published, please submit
articles to the church office by
the third Tuesday of the month.
E-mail:bethesda@

bethesdachurch.com

Vacation Bible
Schoal

August 610
9:00am12:00pm

For ages:
3 yrs-8th Grade

Many years ago | read the story of a pastor
who dressed himself up like a homeless
drifter. His appearance was appalling and
only a little more distasteful than the smell he
was able to generate from working in the yard
all Saturday in the tattered clothes he planned
to wear. He sat on the steps of his church the
next Sunday morning and though unrecogniz-
able to his congregation, he made every effort
to reach out to them individually and appeal to
them for help. The story touched my heart
because the people of that church avoided
him like the plague. They walked great dis-
tances around him to avoid an uncomfortable
encounter. Several asked him to go
elsewhere to sit and ask for help.

When it came time for the service to begin
and all God’s people were comfortably gath-
ered in the sanctuary, the service didn't pro-
ceed with its regular timeliness. As a few folks
began to rustle with impatience, in walked the
filthy beggar. What amazed everyone is that
he continued into the sanctuary and began
walking down the center isle before an usher
could reach him and quietly escort him out.
Imagine the shock as this same man made his
way to the front of the church and then took
his place at the pulpit and revealed himself to
this flock as their pastor.

Each person in that room was deeply
made aware of the fact that they had made
judgments and evaluations and choices con-
cerning this man based upon what they had
seen of him on the outside. The lesson was
not lost on them as many of them were moved
to tears remembering their own anger and im-
patience and disgust over this one who had

interrupted their beautiful Sunday morning.
The lesson of this story speaks to me so
profoundly and its message is one | never
want to forget.

In so many ways we are taught in God’s
word to look on others in the way God
does. Our temptation is to make evalua-
tions based on the values of this world.
Appearance and success attract us,
whereas the stench of failure repels us.

It's amazing how easy it is to make snap
judgments concerning other people based
upon what we observe of them externally.
“God help us to look into the heart of each
person we face and value them as eternal
souls created and loved by You!” Remem-
ber, “God is not willing that any should per-
ish...” And never forget, “God so loved
the world...” It is glorious to sense God’s
love opening our eyes that we might truly
see another person as God sees them.

| have been praying for this to take
place as our young people have been in
Bolivia ministering to people that in so
many ways are entirely different from them.
Looking beyond the differences of color,
language and culture, takes a heart of love
that only God can truly give. We think of
those who go to the prisons to minister and
realize that each inmate is a broken life
that God cares about and wants to restore.
As we reach out this summer in Vacation
Bible School and in many other ways con-
nect with our neighbors; may we look at
each and every person carefully, patiently,
lovingly, knowing that ours is the privilege
of carrying a message of hope and forgive-
ness in Christ. Open our eyes Lord,...and
open our hearts! - Pastor Mark Matychuk

Bruce and Carol Anderson's he noticed people talked "How to Live as a Christian”.
life together began with about having a personal During that week they

Carol getting a dinner invite  relationship with the Lord. discovered they had the

from Bruce in return for Bruce had a good head same Christian values, they
sewing a button on a pair of knowledge about the Bible both loved the Lord, they

his pants! Bruce says his but realized he was missing ~ Were both cuties and they
friend, Steve set them up!  something in his heart. were both fun... .they just
Carol invited Bruce to They attended a week long  clicked! They were married
Bethesda and it was there  Bill Gothard Seminar on, on July 17, 1976 at Bethesda.
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DOROTHY FLANDERS - she passed away Friday

June 8th. Her funeral was on Thursday 14th.
be in prayer for her family at this time.

SUNNY ARNDT-recently went to be with her Lord,

her funeral was on Monday, June 11th. Pray
family at this time of loss.

LES FELDICK - he recently had a stint put in his
heart. Please pray for his full recovery from the
surgery and strength as he continues his speaking

ministry.

PAUL & STEPHEN ZUNKER - they were in a car

accident the 19th June. Praise the Lord that

Stephen is fine and Paul has only a cracked rib and

bruising. Their car was totaled though.

STEVE GOWDY - please uphold Steve, Darl
and their children in your prayers. Steve was
sentenced to 20 months starting August 1st.

SUMMER QUEST BIBLE STUDIES - pray for the
studies taking place in various homes over the area.
That God will help us to grow in Him and in our

fellowship with each other.

Getting to Know You...
Cont. from page 1

Carol called "home" the house in
Mendota Heights where she lived from age
12 and her parents still live there. Her
parents, Ray and Evelyn Lundgren, and
her grandparents, Stan and Ruth Evanson
were all members of Bethesda. Evie and
Ray were married there by Pastor H. B.
Prince... Carol and Bruce were married
there by Pastor Roger Anderson... and
their oldest daughter, Denise and Aaron
Triplett were married there by Pastor
Robert Nix! What a wonderful spiritual
heritage to pass on!

Carol was a stay-at-home Mom till her
kids were older and when Bruce left his
place of employment after 23 years to
pursue his present job — accounting and
taxes. That's when Carol took on the
secretarial duties at Bethesda. She started
out job-sharing with Gretchen Matychuk,
and then took over completely for the next
9 years. She always viewed her job at the
church as a ministry and we all enjoyed her
cheery “Good Morning, Bethesda
Church...” on the telephone.

Both Carol and Bruce have given
greatly of their time and talents to
Bethesda over the years. Bruce has been
working with AWANA for 31 years, he is
currently on the Elder Board, teaches
Junior Dept. Sunday School, and heads-up
the ushers. Carol has worked in many

Please

for her

FAMILY BIBLE
CONFERENCE
Anaheim, CA
July 3-6, 2007

General session messages wi
be broadcast using the Internetj
voice chat program PalTalk.
With an audio equipped PC
and Internet connection anyong
can be blessed by hearing thej]
speakers in all sessions.
Instructions are available in the
church foyer on the
information table.

ene

AWANA as the Director of Sparks and is
the coordinator for Children's Church.

Carol is extremely happy in
retirement??? | use question marks
because she tires me out just listening to
her many escapades. She works in a
coffee house and has the freedom to travel
to see the kids. Denise and Aaron live in
Boston, Massachusetts; Mark and Jill live
in Grand Rapids, Michigan and have the
first grandchild, Caleb; David and Rachael
live in Three Rivers, Michigan and Carrie
lives with them and goes to school in
Minnesota. Their travels include trips to
Michigan almost every other month to see
little Caleb grow!

Bruce and Carol have been committed
to the teachings and ministries at
Bethesda and consider themselves
extremely blessed. So do we....just to
know them and their example to us all.

~Shirley Calvin~

areas over the years and currently works in

Bruce & Carol Anderson |
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July Birthdays

Jeannette Kyrk
Steve Gowdy, Aimee
Johnson

Carrie Anderson,
Ronn Gunn

Stephen Zunker
MayBelle Kendrick
Rhonda Brandt, Aaron
Triplett

Mike Gray

Jonathan Brandt,
Duane Larson

Carol Anderson, Eric
Bottema, Zach Gowdy
Colin Nelson

Donna Gray

Leah Crumb

Ruth Keller, Joel &
Keira Anderson
Beth Osterlund, Neil
Johnson

Ed Calvin

July Anniversaries

1 Gary & Phyllis Engvall

2 Ray & Evelyn Lundgren
2 Vincent & Diane Martin
2 Andy & Sue Hollenbeck
3 John & Sandra Toeller

8 Howie & Mary Cleveland

July 10 Merlin & Ruth Keller
July 13 Steve & Darlene Gowdy
July 15 Mark & Kathy Matychuk
July 17 Bruce & Carol Anderson
July 24 Art & Gretchen

Matychuk

July 25 Dwight & Darlene

Anderson

July 30 Dennis & Bev Andrews
July 31 Bob & Lois Myers
July 31 Andy & Corinne Papulas

7-02
7-09
7-09
7-17
7-24
7-28
7-31

Missionary Birthdays

Sally Selfors
Leah Benton
Trevor Sherman
Jenny Green
Elly Campos
Nathan Campos
Dan Spooner

Missionary Anniversary

July

7 Cory & Kim Hodgson

July 14 Jerry & DeAnna Olson
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Hil' So much to tell
about Bolivia, it will have
to wait till | get organized.

Our friend, Laura,
(Les Feldick's daughter)
helped draft a new
contract for her Dad with
ION, formerly PAX TV.
Les is now coast-to-coast on 180 stations.
Although Laura is still unable to move her
legs or manipulate her fingers well, she is
answering phones, riding her bike which
electrically stimulates the nerves in her legs
and keeping a fantastically positive outlook
on life. They even strapped her onto the rid-
ing lawn mower so she can't get out of
chores.

Vacation Bible School is gonna be fun!
"Special Agents in Space For God". Get
ready for robots, super stars, galaxies,
meteors and what-not. Dates are Aug. 6-10.
Gotta be on my toes that week or my tail is
liable to get stepped on.

Want some really good fried cakes?
That's donuts to you young 'uns. Ask Walter
Pfuhl. Every week he makes them for his
sisters. His brother prefers Walter's home-
made pies!

Bethesda is greatly blessed with talented
folks who are really doing what the Lord
wants us to do...be His ambassadors.
Angela Toeller volunteers hours being
companion to and helping a young 14 year
old girl who has extreme disabilities. Angela
is the "Ann Sullivan" in this young "Helen
Keller's" life. No nonsense allowed...learn to
do things correctly and respectfully...know
the boundaries...know the Lord. Besides all

Wally
Sez...

that, with Angela around, Kelsey also knows S

joy and laughter.

Zack Gowdy is the #3 pole vault’er in the
entire state of Minnesota. Congrats Zack! He
just missed 14' 9". And he's still flyin' high.
He has some really neat coaches and fellow
fliers.

Summer Quest has 5 meeting places
this year. David Jeremiah's book, "Until
Christ Returns", is very good. To quote
Franklin Graham, "This book will help you
live faithfully while waiting for the return of
the Lord Jesus Christ."

Dorothy Flanders joined her Woody to
be with the Lord this past June. Another firm
foundation of our Bethesda family will be
greatly missed.

Thought for the month:
Our talents are God's gift to us.
How we use them is our gift to Him.

~Wally~

C\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\)

Blessings in Boliva 'y
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%ere are some more short com-
ments about our trip so far !
We feel like we have been experi-
S encing Ephesians 3:20, where
Paul prays for God to work beyond
S what we can ask or imagine. We
prepared for 160 for our VBS. We
had over 230 and had to print up
more materials! In just one week
here so far we have seen over 160
indicate they have trusted in Christ
S as Savior and Lord! PTL! We were
S able to share with approx. 420 high
S schoolers over two days as well
and give them each a Spanish NT!
Thanks for your continued prayers.
- Pastor Dwight
S “It's been really amazing here.
S There are a lot of nice people and
4§ it's exciting to see what the Lord is
§ doing here.” - Sari Gunn
S “Bolivia has been really great. The
S Lord has been helping me with
S giving my testimony in Spanish,
without being nervous. The people
S here really have a heart for the
S Lord.” - Keira Anderson
S “The Lord has really been working
S in my life and the lives of my team-
S
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mates. As we change lives here in
S Bolivia, ours are being changed.
Our God is amazing!”
- Savannah Gowdy
“It has been great seeing how the
S churches here have grown over
S the years and being a part of its
S growth for the future.”
S - David Ebert
S “I really like being here in Bolivia.
S It's awesome to see how each one
& of us has grown closer to the Lord
4§ and to each other.”
& - Rachel Matychuk
S “The joy on their faces after they
receive a Bible is worth the whole
S trip.” - Zack Gowdy

S
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“I like how even though we're in
a totally different country that
speaks another language, God
can still use us effectively to do
His work”. - Joel Anderson

“Truly God has paved the way
for our team. Many, many doors
have been opened.

wide. Prayers are continually
being answered and our hearts
are filled with the blessings of
the Lord. | thank you all for your
support and prayers.”

- Gretchen Matychuk

“For me the greatest joy was
leading children to the Lord and
giving out Bibles. Pastor Mario at
the church at Km 14, cried and
hugged me, saying “You have
answered our prayers. | have
been praying for years for some-
one to bring us bibles, so thank
you so much for coming!”

- Dorene Anderson
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color, culture or any other thing. Christ
could have just as easily said the

same thing about the alcoholic, the

In Matthew 25 the Lord gave a story
of a King who spoke to his servants
about people in his kingdom who was
stressed with various problems that
needed someone to express kindness
and love to them in their life. There was
the hungry one, the thirsty one, the
stranger, the naked one, the sick one
and the prisoner.

As Christ told the story, the King
was implying he was each one and
then he said. “you gave me to eat,
drink, visit, etc. Then the servants
asked when did we do it? His answer
was simple, when you did it to the least.

When we recognize the story and
the compassion that the Lord had in
telling it. The greater truth is, that is
how Jesus Christ looks on every soul
in this world. Our world needs love,
caring and involvement. If we are to
really grasp the heart of God we need
to see just how far His love reaches.
When it comes to salvation, God would
have all to come unto Him in faith with-
out distinction of race,

addict, the gambiler, the sex driven,
the thief and the liar. After all, each
has a felt need that couldn’t be solved
on their own.

Along with hunger and thirst the
King mentions visiting in prison . | can
feed the hungry soul, the thirsty soul,
the stranger, but how do | feel about
the prisoner? After all he committed a
terrible crime to be put in prison. God
looks at the weakness and need of all
people, even the prisoner who need
Christ as his Savior and can be as
converted and changed by the grace
of God as anyone else. Will we go to
prison?

| think of what God has done in
various lives because we go to visit
them. Take Steve Gerken for instance.
We had, along with others, an
influence in his life and now he has
been moved to a Kansas prison where
he continues to put out a Christian
prisoner newsletter that goes to many
states. There is Jeff Matthews who
came into the Grace message and

since we last saw him he is in Terra
Haute, Indiana prison where he has
Bible classes of twenty to thirty in
attendance! He regularly calls for
encouragement and Bible answers
that he passes on to others. Then
there are the books Bethesda
donated to the prison library.

We take correspondence courses
with us when we go to minister and
various men send their lessons to us
for correction and a new lesson in the
series. The men look forward to our
coming and during our short time with
them they share what God is doing in
their lives. At times it is so thrilling |
wish we could share their life
experiences with you. Many of these
man have come to Christ and their
conversions are real!

Right now the team going to Oak
Park Heights maximum security
prison is made up of Don & Rindy
Koukal, Lynna Schauer and Art
Matychuk. Nathan Johnson and his
team minister at the Stillwater prison.
Please partner with us in prayer. We
thank you.

~Pastor Art Matychuk~

Calling all
kids...

Get ready for an
out-of-this-world
adventure!
August 6-10
9:00 a.m. to Noon

To Register Call: 952-226-6651 or
bethesdachurch.at.myvbs.com
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August 20-21-22, 2007

http://

Join us for our seventh annual Adult
Bible Conference where we expect a
tremendous blessing in God’s Word
and in Christian fellowship. You don’t
want to miss this excellent
opportunity to be challenged in the
Word with great Christian friends.
Speaker: Les Feldick with

“Through the Bible”
Location : The Associated Retreat
Center - Osceola,
Wisconsin
Brochures are available in

the foyer or call the church
office 952-266-6651




