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If you have an event or news
you would like to have
published, please submit
articles to the church office by
the third Tuesday of the month.
E-mail:bethesda@

bethesdachurch.com

We live in such troubled
and difficult times! We are
bombarded from every side by
the evil messages of a culture
gone sour. So much effort in
our society has gone into
distancing ourselves from what
is moral and what pertains to
the desires of God. If one
refers to the words of scripture
or mentions the name of Jesus
Christ, it produces a public
anxiety that is surprising.
Modern men have created a
self-centered world view that
recoils at any point God is
brought into the picture! Itis
with events such as we've
witnessed with the shootings at
Virginia Tech that the folly and
emptiness of this path is made
most obvious.

| am sure this horror
affected you just as it impacted
me. Our hearts ache so
deeply and our sorrow
searches for a sufficient
answer. Observing how this
has been addressed has
caused me to sit up and notice
where people are looking for
answers. The fact is all efforts
apart from the Lord only end
up in a confounding dead end.
Only in communion with an
infinite and just God can we

possibly find peace that
satisfies our souls. Only as
we turn to Him with the
injustices and heartbreaks of
a flawed world can we come
to have order and rest within
our hearts and minds. God
never does promise to set the
world straight and eliminate
all problems, because man’s
sin and rebellion will certain
take its natural course. Sinis
a plant that bears its own fruit.

There is a question that
comes to our hearts and
reflects what we long for
most, “Is peace, true inner
peace possible?” Again | am
reminded as | have been over
and over again, of Jesus
words; “Peace | leave with
you; My peace | give to you;
not as the world gives do |
give to you. Do not let your
heart be troubled, nor let it be
fearful.” God alone is the giver
of true peace.

| have often marveled at
the Apostle Paul’s words in
Philippians, “Be anxious for
nothing!” This imperative
leaves no room for worry and
despair in the lives of
believers. These words have
come running to my mind
countless times as | have

found myself in the midst of
deep hurt or inexplicable
problems. In every case | have
found when | have no answers
or when | am only digging
myself deeper into a hole with
the futility of my own remedies;
God is always standing at the
ready with what only He can
provide ....peace.

As I've listened to the words
of victims and families in
Virginia, it has amazed me how
over and again | can sense a
heart of peace, God's peace in
many of them. It is obvious, it
is inexplicable, and it is a
witness to the glory and
presence of God. Paul made
clear that as we bring our
requests and needs to God in
prayer and release them into
His hands, “the peace of God
which passes understanding
will guard your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus”. |
praise God for the peace He
gives. It truly guards us! As the
world sees God'’s peace in our
hearts, may it be a resounding
witness to the power and
presence of God in our lives!

Pastor Mark Matychuk

Sisters---Sisters---there were  AWANA, banquets, decorating Mom and Dad had the bed and
church, kitchen duty, work day: the girls slept in a bunk above
there is NO place these tw them. The station was the last

never such devoted sisters!
Anyone remember that old act

from the movie "Holiday Inn"? special ladies have missed
Our devoted sisters af@orrine volunteering. The girls grew up big vacant field beside the

Horn and Nadine Wentworth. in Owen, WI. where their Dad station. That is until Nadine
You've seen them everywhere owned a filling station. The

at Bethesda working at VBS,
Sunday School teaching,

family lived in back in two
rooms (kitchen and bedroom). balancing on out from under

building in town so they had

accidentally kicked the 50
gallon oil drum Corrine was

(Continued on page 2)
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PRAY FOR THE FAMILIES OF THE
VIRGINIA SHOOTINGS - Please be in

prayer for all those affected by the recent voUTH MISSIONS TRIP TO BOLIVIA -
shootings at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg,  pray as they prepare their hearts, that God will
VA. We pray that God will equip those Wh( shape and mold them, and that they grow spiritt
minister to these people and that they will k a1y to a deeper level of commitment. Pray for
drawn to Him during this very difficult time. needed prayer partners, finances and ministry
JIM CROWNOVER - While heis alittle  preparationThey will be learning to share their testi-
better he is still in pain with the shingles an monies in Spanish. The team going is:-Pastor Dwight
sores on his foot. Please pray for the healit Anderson Gretchen Matychuk, Sari Gunn, Rachel
of these areas. Matychuk, David Ebert, Savannah Gowdy, Zack
RUTH LILLEMOE - Rhonda Brandt's Gowdy, Joel Anderson and Keira Anderson. The tea
mother had gastric by-pass surgery on will also be joined by Warren & Dorene Anderson.

Tuesday, April 24th. She is doing well. Please
pray for a good recovery.

Getting to Know You...

Cont. from page 1
her and she broke her arm. The station
had an ice cream freezer so the girls m¢
3 or 4 scoop ice cream cones or malts fi
after school snacks. Church and Sunday
School were very important in their lives.
Corrine was 5 when she accepted the Lc
as her Savior and Nadine was 8 at VBS.
Their Mom was killed in a car crash whe
the girls were in high school. Their loss
bound the girls and Dad closer than evel
He was very involved in their lives until teaching in 2001 and hopes her legacy is in the
he passed away at 90 years of age. hearts and minds of those she taught. Is there af
Let's followCorrinefirst. When she guestion about that? NoWadine WentworthShe
graduated from high school, she entered says she learned her servant spirit from her Dad.
Crown College. Her senior year was Nadine met her future husband when he, as a
pivotal to her future. A missionary's student at Northwestern College, was doing a
message, "Don't go unless you are calle summer outreach program in her town. After
left an impact. But no "call" came. graduation from high school, Nadine moved to
Another missionary told her he’d never Minneapolis to attend Northwestern and did office
had a "call"--only felt a burden to help if i work to help pay tuition. They were married a ye
was God's will. Asking God to open later and started their family of four children.
doors if that was His will for her, Corrine Bethesda soon became their church and everythi
applied for missionary service as a seemed to go along fine for a number of years.
teacher. She continued her education a: Nadine experienced a turning point in her faith
UW Eau Claire, earning a degree in when her husband of 16 years asked for a divorc
elementary education. Soon after Suddenly it was just she and the Lord and He haj
graduation she received instruction from always been faithful. It became necessary to find
The Christian & Missionary Alliance to  job to support her children. She took a night
go to Switzerland for an assignment in tt school refresher course on her secretarial skills
Belgian Congo. But war broke out there was accepted at the TCF Bank immediately upon
so she was re-assigned to the Republic application and worked there for 22 years. Nadin
Guinea to teach missionary children. Aftrand her family (4 kids, 11 grandkids and even 2
a few years, a diplomatic incident cause: great grandsons) have all attended Bethesda ove
the school and staff to be put under hous the years. She continues to be involved whereve
arrest. Eventually the school was close she can. Her biggest disappointment in life was
and Corrine was trucked overland to when her marriage ended. She assumed it woulg
Sierra Leone where she and her student last a lifetime. But she learned quickly not tayst
had a few close encounters with cobras "stuck in self pity". Her advice to her family-1t
and vipers. Her last assignment was to going to Heaven where my Lord is preparing a
Gabon where she spent the last half of h place for me. See to it that you join me there".
39 years in Africa. Corrine retired from Reporter Shirley Calvin

God Bless You on
Your Special Day!

Y7

May Birthdays

5-01 TonyBerglund

5-04
5-05
5-06
5-06
5-06
5-08
5-08
5-09
5-10
5-11
5-14
5-15
5-15
5-17
5-17
5-18
5-19
5-20
5-20
5-21
5-21
5-23
5-26
5-27
5-27
5-28
5-28
5-29
5-29
5-31

Anniversaries

May 7
May 15
May 16

May 16
May 26
May 27

May 30
May 31
May 31

Anita Stokes
Marques Olson
John Johnson
Gladys Olson
Wanda Teply
Marcy Dugan
Ellsworth Schwandt
Ailyse Matychuk
Ron Jones

Alan Larson
Anthony Kalkis
Andrea Osterlund
Hazel Sinclair
Shirley Calvin
Forrest Francis
Wally Johnson
Mary Vellani
Darlene Cherry
Grace Schultze
Grace Jensen
Mary Ann Nelson
Ethan Johnson
Issac Johnson
Lindsay Nelson
Josh Lein

Candy Davis
Kay Haakenson
Rosalie Miller
Heidi Oliver
Sunny Arndt

Kurt & Jill Dahmen
Charles & Pam Myhra
Howard & Emilie
Helberg

Bob & Mary Nelson
Jim & Linnae Knoll
Aaron & Denise
Triplett

Paul & Melody Zunker
Dale & Marcy Dugan
Elmer & Elaine Wedel

Missionary Birthdays

5-04
5-06
5-09
5-12
5-15
5-16
5-20
5-20
5-26
5-27
5-29

Amy Sorteberg
Taylor Reed

Tim Meier

Steve Sherman
Don Sommer
Lucas Crouse
Sandi Spooner
Kim Hodgson
Jerry Olson
Subash Muthyala
Sabrina Muthyala

Missionary Anniversary
May 7 David & Lynn Sorteberg
May 12 Jon & Theresa Marshall
May 17 Kevin & Lisa Crouse
May 17 Dan & Nancy Spooner
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gpring Project ¢

Clean-up Day;

Community Service
Thursday, May 3, 2007
7:00 p.m.
Lakefront Park
Pavilion near down town
Prior Lake. The theme is
“America, unite in Prayer”
Join us as we gather with
members of our community to
pray for the leaders of our
community, state and nation.

Saturday May 12th,
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
At Bethesda Church
Grab your paint brush,

and join us for a
special work day!

# $H%&' ($)*($

August 20-21-22, 2007

Join us for our seventh annual Adult Bible Conference
where we expect a tremendous blessing in God's
Word and in Christian fellowship. You don’t want to
miss this excellent opportunity to be challenged in the
Word with great Christian friends.

Speaker: Les Feldick with
“Through the Bible”

Location : The Associated Retreat
Center - Osceola, Wisconsin

At Timber Bay
August 31 - Sept 3rd

~ Aimee Johnson ~

| grew up at Bethesda
and asked Jesus into
my heart as a young
child. I can remember
coming home from
AWANA Cubbies and
being in my bedroom,
looking out the window
into the night sky. That

hammer and scrub bucket

Mark your calendar & plan to
join us for this wonderful time
of fellowship & learning from

God’s Word.

night | prayed, asking
Jesus to live in my heart. Asking Jesus into my heart
at an early age was an incredible blessing.

| went on my first mission trip to Puerto Rico with
the youth in 1995 under Pastor Rob Nix's leadership.
That two week trip to Campamento del Caribe
changed my life. Over the course of the next three
years | went back to Puerto Rico by myself, staying
with John & Kerry Cox for six weeks each summer.
Then, when the youth group went to Haiti in 1999, |
went with. By this time | knew | wanted to be a mis-
sionary overseas. After Haiti, | knew my heart was
concerned most with children who lived in bad cir-
cumstances -children who needed someone to care
and someone to offer the hope only Christ can give
us.

| attended Grace Bible College in Michigan from
1999-2003. | graduated with my Bachelor in Human
Services with an emphasis in Religious Studies.
During that time | also went on a few mission trips|-
to Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Zambia. Each ex:
perience gave me guidance & direction, as well as
affirming my desire and ambition to be a missionary
overseas.

In October of this last year | met with Grace
Ministries International & their board to discuss an
opportunity to go and serve for a year in Uruguay.
| was accepted as a candidate and the plan is for me
to leave at the end of this summer. My ministries
will involve neighborhood outreach, possibly an
opportunity to minister to teenage girls in a juvenile
facility, and | will be active in their AWANA pro-
grams, both at the church and in La Teja, a poor
district in the capital city of Montevideo. | am look-
ing forward to this ministry and what the Lord has in
store for me - both to teach me and to use me for His
purposes. It is sure to be an exciting adventure!

If you would like to support Aimee through your
prayers and support contact:-

Grace Ministries International

P.O. Box 9405.

Grand Rapids, MI 49509
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It's the merry, merry
month of May------
hooray! Everybody's
lovin' it! Peter Hennen
took in the Master's Golf
Tournament at Augusta
Georgia....Zach
Gowdyis pole vaulting
through the atmosphere.W.anda Tepley
and the garden ladies will soon be playin'i
the dirt ...... and come May 12 all of us will
be sprucin’ up the place.

Sandra ToellerBlom andNicole Pedro's
Grandpa are getting acquainted in Heaven
The auction to send our "gang" to Bolivia
was a wildly, hysterical event which
interrupted my feasting on the Gunn's deli-
cious South American dinner. A "slave
auction" in church!! I'm layin' low if this
ever extends to auctioning off critters!
AWANA will be winding down this month
after a busy and successful year.

I hitch-hiked along on some fabulous visits
with the home-boundlim and Betty
Crownoverkeep pluggin' along. It's tedious
and tiring for both but their faith never
waivers. "The way to look at every circum-
stance and every trial is as being lovingly
and divinely appointed."

Also tagged along to visit folks some
considered the foundation of Bethesda
Church.Harold and Joyce Petersditarold,
at Augustana Care Center, knows everyor
in the place, has a story or a joke for all,
pops his head into people's rooms just
to say a quick hello, always wearing a big
grin. Joyce is happy as a big, smiley face.
Dorothy Challis a living history book on
Bethesda as argnes SteirandGladys
Holmquist stalwarts of Bethesda.

With Memorial Day approaching we re-
member, with love and thanks, our sweet-
hearts who are now with the Lord. And we
take special care to remember those who
served with the military and so selflessly
gave their lives to protect ounsois and
Vern Hendrickson'grandson is serving now
in BaghdadRindy and Don Koukahave
a niece and nephew in Iraq a@dnnie
Sommer'son is there alsd?earl and Ells-
worth Schwandhave a real family affair
serving. One grandson and his wife plus
another grandson. We keep all these pre-
cious people in our daily prayers.

Thought for the month:

So long as there are homes where
men may turn at close of day,

So long as there are homes where
children are and women stay,

If love and faith and loyalty

Wally
Sez...

The Bethesda choir and cast
presented the musical drama
“Believe” on Palm Sunday, April
1% as well as Good Friday, April
6". We are so grateful to
everyone involved. They helped
us each to consider the events
surrounding the life, death, and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ through the eyes of those
closest to Him. As each character
recalled the details of those days
from their own perspective, we
were able to remember and
reflect on Christ’s ministry,
sacrifice, and ultimate victory in a
very meaningful way.

gﬂﬂ lﬁ”ﬁw

We are blessed with very talented
singers, soloists and actors at Be-
thesda, which was evident at our
April performances. Yet, when a
group of believers share such a
meaningful message, and one they
are truly passionate about, we
hesitate to call it a performance. It
is so much more. ltis a very real
expression to the Lord of our love,
gratitude and worship. Our desire
was not that “Believe” would be a
success, but that it might have a
spiritual impact on those who at-
tended. | know it did for all of us
who participated.

~Kathy Matychuk~

abide across these sills,

A stricken nation can recover

from it's ills,

So long as there are homes
where fires burn and there is bread,

So long as there are homes
where lamps are lit and prayers are

said,

Though people falter through

the dark, and nations grope,

With God, Himself, back of
these little homes, we have sure hope.
May God bless all and may we be a

blessing to Him.
~Wally~

If you would like to contribute
an item for Wally, send email to:
bethesda@bethesdachurch.com.

You are cordially invited to attend a
High School Graduation

W Celebration
J for Kristin & Justin
Myhra

At Bethesda Church
Sunday, May 20th, 2007
Senior recital at 2:00pm
followed by a reception.
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May 3rd, 2007

orthern Register for camp by picking up a

race outh brochure and mailing it to

amp Northern Grace Youth Camp.

—

Summer 2007 Schedule
“Growing in the Son” s this years theme

May 4-6 Spring Youth Retreat

May 25-28 Memorial Work Weekend

June TBA Golf Outing

June 20-24 Young Adult Retreat

June 30-July 7 Counselors Training Week

July 1-7 1st Family Camp

July 8-14 Junior Camp (3-5 grade)

July 15-21 Intermediate Camp (5-7 grade)
July 22-28 Junior High Camp (7-9 grade)
July 29-Aug 4 Senior High Camp (10-12 grade)
Aug 15-11 2nd Family Camp with speaker Bill Rigg
Sept 7-9 Women'’s Retreat

Sept 21-23 Men’s Retreat

Oct 26-28 Fall Youth Retreat

For Registration Information and Health Forms go to their
website at www.ngyc.org. They also have lots of pictures
from camp last summer and the retreats on their website.
Kids... Check it out!
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Vacation Bible School
Coming...

August 6 - 10,
2007
9:00am - 12:00p




