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If you have an event or news
you would like to have
published, please submit
articles to the church office by
the third Tuesday of the month.
NEW E-mail:
theencourager@

bethesdachurch.com

New Years’
Eve Family
Countdown!

Join us for a
fun food and
games for

12:30 a.m.

Thanksgiving is such a positive
time for reflection and
introspection. | particularly
enjoy those times when, as a
family we can gather together in
a circle and tenderly share
“What | am thankful to God for!”
We had the blessing of this
experience once again this
year, and how meaningful it
was. The answers spanned the
generations; from a child’s
gratefulness for a pet, to mom
or dad’s tearful gratitude for
God’s faithfulness and for a
spouse’s love. In those
moments my heart floods with
so many thoughts. It's like ten
people trying to go through a
doorway in the same moment.
Isn’t it true that many times our
thoughts concerning God’s
goodness just pile up? | have to
admit, | am grateful for many
very special blessings the Lord
has given in and through my
family. Itis perhaps more
thrilling than anything else to
see God’s hand in the lives of
your child, your spouse, and
your family. | treasure the fact
that the Lord has been so good
and so faithful in this area, and |
pray for that joy for every family
in our congregation.

| must say, however, | am

profoundly thankful for our
church as well. As we
consider this past year at
Bethesda, it is a joy to recount
the many evidences of the
Lord’s hand upon this ministry.
In so many very special ways
we find the Lord working
through the lives of His people
to bless our fellowship and to
meaningfully touch our
community with the grace of
God. From special touches in
the library to extra touches on
a Sunday School lesson. From
the wonderful aromas of
banquets prepared to the joyful
sounds of instruments played.
From voices singing praise, to
hands cleaning windows, to
fingers folding mailings, and
feet pushing gas pedals.
There are innumerable ways in
which God’s people have
managed to express their love
for Jesus Christ, and for this
we give thanks. Think about it
for a second, and give thanks
to the Lord...

...As | think about it, | want to
focus in a special way upon
one dear lady who has blessed
our entire congregation
through countless acts of
service and self sacrifice. It
would be very difficult to

~

Pam Olson is a Minneapolis
native, a city girl who grew up at
the old Bethesda Church just as
her Mom had done. She and
her two sisters had a marvelous
childhood. Her parents had a
cabin on the same lake as
Grama and Grandpa Olson so
weekends and vacations were a
ball.

Pam was always active in the
youth programs at church. Pam
accepted Christ as her Savior
when she was in Junior High.
She worked for the Veterans
Administration right out of High
School then the Lord blessed
her with 22 years in the
Transportation Industry check-
ing freight through Customs,

express sufficiently the many
ways our secretary at
Bethesda, Carol Anderson, has
given of herself in her work in
the office. From day one it was
clear, she took on each task as
a work of service, “as unto the
Lord.” We shared in a recent
Sunday service that she initially
volunteered to step into a short
term secretarial role for three
months. That three month
interim turned into an amazing
stretch of over eight and a half
years of diligent and faithful
service amidst an ever going
number of details and office
needs. We will miss her
cheery answer to the phones
and her sense of humor that
frequently broke into the day
with infectious laughter. But
more seriously, in this season
of thanksgiving, and as Carol
moves on from being the
church secretary, | can't help
but recognize God’s hand upon
her in a truly special way. It
does my heart good to give
thanks to God when | see in
the heart and attitude of
another believer the evidence
of the Spirit of God working.
So, Carol, we love you, and we
find in you, so very much to be
thankful for.

Pastor Mark Matychuk

which she really enjoys.
Her son Marques - a junior at
Hamline University and a
football player - is her greatest
joy. He went through the
Minneapolis School system
which kept Pam active in every
phase of his growing up years.
Pam says she was blessed to
be a leader for AWANA
(Continued on page 2)
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PASTOR MARK MATYCHUK - He is
traveling with DON TEN HOEVE (Grace
Ministries International) in Cameroon,
Africa from Nov. 24 - Dec. 5. While in
Cameroon, they will be taking part in the
annual Bible conference of the Grace
churches in that country as well as meet-
ing with the church leadership. Please
continue to pray for the ministries in Cam-
eroon and the need for a missionary to
serve there. Pray for good health and
safety as they travel.

PAUL ZUNKER - He injured his back and
is trying to determine the best form of
treatment. The MRI results showed that a
disc has moved and is compressing the
nerve root. They are hoping medications
and physical therapy will help. His address
is: 16900 12th Ave. N., Plymouth, MN
55447.

JIM & BETTY CROWNOVER - He's been
hospitalized with irregular heartbeats.
They have been able to adjust his medica-
tions and that has helped. Pray for physi-
cal strength as he continues to recover
from heart surgery. His address is: 6544
Tanager lane, Eden Prairie, MN 55346.

PASTOR DWIGHT & DARLENE
ANDERSON - They are getting ready for
their son, Kyle’s wedding. Kyle and his
fiancé, Tara Eveille will be getting mar-
ried on Jan 4, 2007 in Manila, Philip-
pines. Kyle has been living in Werring-
ton, Australia for the past few years, and
eventually they hope to move to Amer-
ica. The Anderson family will be leaving
Dec.27 and returning Jan. 5. Pastor
Dwight has been asked to preach in one
of our Grace Churches in Manila by Pas-
tor Gerson Bermejo. Check Kyle and
Tara’s website:
http://kyleandtara.weddingannouncer.com for
more information and pictures!

PRAISE - We have signed a purchase
agreement to sell our old building in Min-
neapolis to Greater Friendship Mission-
ary Baptist Church. Pray for them as
they are excited about expanding their
ministries. We anticipate closing on

Jan. 31, 2007.

POSITION OPEN - Pray for our staff as
they seek to hire a new secretary for the
main office.

Getting to Know You...
Cont. from page 1

Sparks’ for 12 years while Marques
progressed through AWANA and then
youth group. Pam hurried home from
work - tired- but the reward of all the
excitement of learning verses and
knowing the children were hearing of the
love of the Lord for them made it all
worth while.

For the past two years Pam has been
retired from AWANA but just recently
served as Joy Gowdy's "grand-parent"
and felt blessed again.

Pam will tell you, "now | just work with
coffee fellowship". But ---- have you ever
attended a "doing" at Bethesda without
goodies of some kind bringing m-m's and
yummy to your lips? Whether it is a
meeting, a program, a seminar, AWANA,
or Sunday School and Church, Pamela
Olson will have preceded you and
prepared a "sweet surprise" to brighten
the gathering. Don't spread this around
but toward the end of some of these get-
togethers Pam's sugar plums start
dancing around in our heads.

If anyone is holding a celebration - be
it wedding, birthday, holiday or just for
fun - if the kitchen is "open for business"
you can count on Pam's presence in
some way. For example: take the
Mission Banquet. Kay Haakenson does
all the cooking - who is one of her right-

Pam Olson

hand gals?-----Pam! The Christmas
Banquet is Marcy Dugan's delight. Who is
one of Marcy's little helpers?----Pam! The
Les Feldick Seminar---- for two weeks
Pam, her Mother and her Aunt baked
cookies and bars to be sure there were
enough goodies for the hungry throng.
And - I'm almost afraid to let the cat out of
the bag - but you late arrivals to Sunday
School don't know what your missing!
Pam has been so kind as to provide the
early birds with an eye-opener cup of
coffee and a goodie to get our motors
running.

With a demanding job and raising
Marques, there has been little time for
much of a personal life. Pam considers the
friendships at church and her great
spiritual foundation a true gift from God.

I think all of us in this Bethesda family
should start referring to her as "Sweet
Auntie Pam" from now on!

Reporter Shirley Calvin

May God Bless You on
Your Special Day!
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December Birthdays
Kyle Anderson
Nathan Wentworth
Emily Matychuk
Judy Brown, Brendan Matychuk
Mary Lein, Austin Cronquist
Harold Peterson
lone Delong
Michael Francis
Darlene Anderson, Gary Engvall
Nancy Matychuk
Katrina Osterlund
Mary Cleveland, Harriet Swanson
Flavia Grund, Gladys Holmquist
Jamee Francis
Brittny Hollenbeck, Claire Jones
Julie Francis
Kathy McLean
Heidi Sonsteby-Naughton
Howie Cleveland
Mary Mostue
Ben Johnson

Anniversaries
John & Colleen Johnson
Truman & Pat Wigen
Steve & Patty Johnson
Dean & Candy Davis

Missionary Birthdays
Jon Marshall
Ricki Anne Zanella
Kevin Crouse
Melissa Meier
Aubrey Olson
Terese Benton
Benjamin Marshall
Bruce Swanson

Missionary Anniversaries
Dave & Jenny Green
Subash & Sandra Muthyala
Jeff & Sally Roth

From the Trustee Board ...

This year our 2006 Christmas

Offering will be used to help

update our Bethesda kitchen.

It will be used to purchase a commercial
freezer, convention oven and ice maker.

Our Thanksgiving Offering was divided
between our missionaries both on the
field and retired. Thank You.

Also please remember your offerings
must be post-marked by December 31,
2006 to be counted in 2006. New 2007
envelopes will be available Dec. 17.
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Christmas Reminders

May the Christmas gifts remind you of God’s
greatest gift, His only begotten Son.

May the Christmas candles remind you of Him
who is the “Light of the world.”

May the Christmas trees remind you of another
tree upon which He died for you.

THANK YOU!

Praise! We collected 48 filled shoe

boxes for Operation Christmas Child!

Also thanks to Don and Rindy Koukal
for taking the boxes to the warehouse. There is still time to
volunteer at the Warehouse located in Burnsville. Our teens
are going Fri., Dec. 8, 4:30-8:00 p.m. Contact Pastor Dwight
if you'd like to join them.

PROJECT ABBA
We also collected monies to send to Things to Come Mission
to buy gifts for the children in Recife, Brazil. We provided
about 45 gifts for the children through Project Abba with

May the Chri

May the Christmas season

stmas carols

May the Christmas cheer remind you of the
glorious proclamation of His birth.

remind you of the song
the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest.”

remind you in

every way of Jesus Christ your King.

&&Sbufas

missionaries Joe & Michelle Campos.

WA
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Bethesda Church

PRAISE!

MISSIONARY ADDRESSES

Contact the church office if you would like
an address list of the missionaries we

support. We also have labels in the foyer
available for you to send them Christmas
cards.

2006

Christmas Cantata “Christmas Is
Forever” & Christmas Banquet

Sun., Dec.

10, 5:30 p.m.

childrens
program

Sunday,
Dec. 17,
10:15 AM

1

6:30 PM JAM Jr. High
Outing

7:00 PM Women's Chri
mas Tea

2

8:00 AM Prayer Gathe
9:00 AM - 1200 PM
5t-SONNET MONTES-
SORI Open House

3

9:00 AM SS&Adult Classe

ice - Ken Mueller
6:00 PM Parenting Clag

10:15 AM Worship Serv+

4

5

S

7:00 PM CI Class
7:00 PM Impact Sr. Hig
Youth

6

6:45 PM Awana & JAM
h Jr. High Youth
7:00 PM Adult Bible Stu

7

6:45 PM EE Outreach

y

8:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

8

4:30 PM - 8:00 PM OC(
Warehouse

7:00 PM Young Couple
Christian Fellowship

9

18:00 AM Prayer Gathe
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM SS
Program Rehearsal
3:00 PM Cantata Reheg

10

10:15 AM Worship Ser
5:30 PM Choir Cantata
Christmas Banquet

9:00 AM SS&Adult Classes

11

5

Ko

12

7:00 PM CI Class
7:00 PM Impact Sr. Hig
Youth

13

6:45 PM Awana & JAM
h Jr. High Youth
7:00 PM Adult Bible Stu

14

6:45 PM EE Outreach

y

8:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

15

16

8:00 AM Prayer Gathe
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM SS
Program Rehearsal

17

9:00 AM SS&Adult Classe]
10:15 AM Sunday Scho
Christmas Program
6:00 PM Parenting Clag

18

5

pl

S

19

6:30 PM Impact Sr. Hig
Outing - REI Clim bing
Wall

7:00 PM CI Class

20

[6:45 PM Awana & JAM
Jr. High Youth
7:00 PM Adult Bible Stu

21

6:45 PM EE Outreach

y

8:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

22

23

8:00 AM Prayer Gathe

24

CHRISTMAS EVE
9:00 AM SS&Adult Classe
10:15 AM Worship Ser
5:30 PM Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service

25%

(6}
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CH RISTMA‘S\g: DAY

26

No Programs

27

No Programs

28

29

31

NEW YEAR'SEVE
9:00 AM SS&Adult Classe]
10:15 AM Worship Ser
7:00 PM New Years' E

ice

Family Countdown

Watch the b

ulletin for details!

New Years’ Eve Family Countdown!

: 2. Join us for a fun, food, and games for everyone!
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The Christmas story never changes. Christmas and the One whom it
celebrates is secure, lasting, eternal and forever. Christmas Is
Forever , joyfully celebrates the unchanging love of Christmas that
keeps us steady in a changing world. During this joyous Christmas
season, we would like to invite you to join us as our adult choir
presents Christmas Is Forever.
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Following the concert we look forward to a special time of fellowship as
we gather around the table and enjoy a delicious Christmas dinner.
Make your reservations by signing up on the list in the foyer. A free will
offering will be taken at the banquet. Invite your family and friends and
share the Good News of Christmas!




