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The Encourager
If you have an event or news you
would like to have published,
please submit articles to the
church office by the third Tuesday
of the month. e-mail: bethesda@
bethesdachurch.com

Christ speaks about living the
abundant life as a Christian and
we experienced what the truly
abundant life is these last few
weeks with our youth mission
trip to Mexico. It's not abun-
dance of material or physical

blessing but great spiritual bless-

ing. We saw God answer prayer
in powerful ways and saw lives
transformed by the power of the

gospel. The Apostle Paul says in

Eph.3:20, “Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine, ac-
cording to his power that is at
work within us,” and that is what
happened for us!

God has been teaching us to
rely totally on Him! God touched
me very deeply over the week
we had together. | want to thank
all of our youth for sharing their
hearts with each other and
opening up and letting the Holy
Spirit work to bring us much
closer together

We were very blessed to serve
with Adventures in Mission (AIM)

who have a mission base on the
outskirts of Matamoros called
“The Gateway”. The AIM staff
was great and they had transla-
tors for us so we could witness

and speak to people that we met

there.

There were about 120 peo-
ple serving from 7 different
churches. On Sun. we patrtici-
pated in a local church service.
David Ebert gave the introduc-
tion in Spanish to our song
without the assistance of a
translator. Pastor Jose was
very grateful for all of us com-
ing to help. We helped run a
VBS at his church on Monday.
We had about 25 kids and
were able to share the gospel
with a drama and gave out
gospel tracts and Spanish
bibles. Later that day, we went
to a downtown plaza and gave
out cups of water. They call
this “Living Water” ministry,
taken from John 4. As we gave
out cups of water, we gave out
Spanish bibles and witnessed
to the people via translators.
The youth had the joy of lead-
ing several people to Christ!
Seeing our youth stepping out
and sharing their faith was
thrilling. The people were so
open and receptive! Praise the
Lord for such a blessed time!

Our team did construction
work for part of 3 days in very
hot weather and the teens
really worked hard doing ce-
ramic tile, painting and land-
scaping to create a soccer field

Getting to Know You...

Andy & Sue Hollenbeck

We come from St. Olaf we
sure are the real stuff... Our
team is the cream of the
colleges great... We fight fast
and furious our team is
injurious... Tonight Carleton
College will sure meet it's fate!

Two local "kids" had to go
away to college to meet. Sue
Hollenbeck was a graduate of
Rosemount High. Andy
graduated from Armstrong in
Golden Valley and they met

while in the St. Olaf College
band. And they've been making
beautiful music together ever
since.

They are blessed with three
lovely girls. Leah is a music
major at Trinity International
University in Deerfield, lllinois.
While she's home for the
summer she's helping with
Children’s Church and the
nursery. She adores the little
ones. Leah also enjoys

across from Pastor Jose’s
church. True service is love in
working clothes. We visited a
women’s shelter and it was
great to see how our teens
showed love to them and their
children.

We were blessed to see God
reach many others as well
through prayer walking and
door to door visitation. Pray for
those that came to Christ: Ser-
gio, Rafael, Raul, Jebulia, Re-
sendo, Juanita, Gilberto, Car-
men, Mayra, Luis, Pedro,
Christina and her assistant,
and a man catching a bus, we
did not get his name as he had
to go! We were able to give out
250 Spanish new testaments
so pray for all of these dear
folks that they will read them
and come to faith in Christ!

All of our youth worked so
hard and were a great example
of total surrender to the Lord
and of how much God can use
us if we allow Him full control of
our lives (Rom.12:1-2). Pray for
them to continue this deeper
walk with the Lord! We want to
obey the Lord as he directs us
now upon our return to reach
our own neighborhoods.

MISSION TEAM: Dwight,
Darlene, Joel, Keira Anderson,
Leah Crumb, David Ebert,
Hilary & Sari Gunn, Ailyse &
Brendan Matychuk, Rachel
Matychuk.

performing in musicals and
has a lovely voice. Leah sang
at both of her Grampa's
funerals. How very special, yet
emotionally difficult, is that!
Brittny is an 8th grader who
is a born "doer". You'll spot her
helping with coffee fellowship
and she loves to dance--so--
be alert when she comes
twirling by with the coffee pot!
Then there's 6th grader,
Kendra, who is in choir and
Continued on page 2
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Prayer & Praise Requests May God Bless You on
Your Special Day!
SONTREASURE ISLAND - Pray for PASTOR FROSTY HANSEN - (Cathy,
outreach opportunities as we hold our wife) PRAISE! Everything went really well August Birthdays
first Vacation Bible School, Aug. 7-11 at with Frosty's other heart cath/stent 02 Elijah Brown
our new location. procedure. Also note: Frosty's mother 06 Vern Hendrickson
ANDY PAPULAS - (Corinne, wife) He passed into the presence of the Lord, June 07 Steve Johnson , Cody Jones
had hip surgery on July 5 following an 30. There is joy because we know she is 09 Roxy Jones
accident. He and Corinne are currently with her Savior and with her dear husband 11 Bruce Anderson
staying with their son, Kris. Pray for who preceded her just a few months 12 Evan Johnson, Laura Larson
continued healing and physical therapy. before. Sorrow because it is difficult to have |13 Micaela Northrop
Kris’ address is: 8655 50th St. W., lost them both so close together. Home 14 Mary Mueller
Webster, MN 55088. Address: 1214 Fairfield Dr., Hudsonville, Ml [ 15  jordan Lein
JAMEE FRANCIS - (Parents: John & 49426.) 16 Betty Crownover
Julie) Jamee is continuing to recover 17 Claudia Hennen, Ray Lundgren

from a tubing/boat accident. She is doing
very well and getting around on crutches.
Address: 3331 220th Street W., Jordan,
MN 55352.

LESLEY HENNEN - (Parents: Peter &
Claudia) She continues to make great

20 Marian Berglund, Rachel Matychuk
22 Chris Hunter , Axel Johnson

24 Corinne Papulas

25 Mary Ann Dalbey, Lorene Gabler
25 Michelle McDonald

27 Steve Wickstrom

progress following surgery on her legs 29 Paul Ebert

and was at church last week! Address: PASTOR HAROLD COLLINS - He went 31 Melody Zunker

15249 Wilds Parkway NW, Prior Lake, home to be with the Lord on July 17 follow-

MN 55372. ing an illness. Pray for his church family at August Anniversaries
LAUREN BRANDT - (Parents: Paul & Bruce Community Bible Church in Bruce, 02 Dave and Wanda Teply
Rhonda) She had an emergency Wisconsin and for his wife, Winnie. Her 05 Jim and Betty Crownover
appendix surgery on July 23. Praise - it address is N2559 Hutchinson Rd. S, Bruce, |g7 charles and Margaret Peterson
had not burst! She was even able to go WI54819. 13 David Naughton and Heidi
home the same day and she is quickly ANN GUILLE - She went home to be with Sonsteby-Naughton
recovering. Address: 14656 78th St. NE,  the Lord on July 23. She had been living 17 Tom and Tammy Williams
Otsego, 55330. with her daughter, Lori and husband, 20 Elsworth and Pearl Schwandt

PRAISE! PASTOR KARL & JENNIFER Chuck Best in South Carolina. Ann became  [21  pyane and Kendra Larson
RECORDS welcomed Isaac William into a member of Bethesda Church in 1932 and |22 Tom and Mary Vellani

the world on July 23. He weighs 6 Ibs. she and Jim were very involved over the 24 Henry and Gladys Olson
11 oz. and was 19-1/2" long. Karl did his ~ years at Bethesda. Her service was on 26 Paul and Diane Ebert
pastoral internship at Bethesda while he ~ Aug. 2 at Hillside Cemetery, Minneapolis. 27 Bob and Mary Lein
attended Grace Bible College. He is the You may send a card to the Guille family
pastor at Preakness Bible Church, New c/o Albin Chapel, 6855 Rowland Road, Missionary Birthdays
Jersey. Home Address: 1108 Preakness Eden Prairie, MN 55344, 01 Naomi Hodgson
Ave., Wayne, NJ 07470. 04 Arnie Selfors
08 Urian Rios, Brianna Roth
Getting to Know You... 14 Mary Mueller
Cont. from page 1. 23 Scott Spooner
25 Denae Benton
plays the bassoon. That instrument is 26 Michelle Campos, Jule Rios
nearly as tall as Kendra! 30 Gabrielle Rios
Andy sings in our church choir and he
and Sue would love to rejoin a Missionary Anniversary
community band. The Hollenbecks all 05 Steve and Barb Sherman
enjoy worshipping together as a family. 16 Mike and Terese Benton
They found Bethesda Church through
Dave and Wanda Teply whom they have

known for years. Teply's held a Bible Sue and Andv Hollenbeck : :
study in their home and the teacher was Y Tlte;ztlgroegﬁNSI%EaglL
a dispensationalist. They all began programmer. Their entire family is involved

listening to Les Feldick and attending his  with the “Angelica Cantanti” a Twin Cities

seminars. This all led to them comingto  metropolitan children’s choir. Their Wed., Aug. 30, 7:00 p.m.

Bethesda. The Hollenbecks marveled at  daughters have all sung with the group and Bethesda Church

the number of folks Andy is involved in the choir website. Sue

who greeted them and made them feel also helps chaperone some of their Come and hear how the “Summer

welcome on their first visit. Both Andy practices and events. Quest” Bible sftudy groups blessed the

and Sue felt acceptance which they had The Hollenbecks all make a "joyful noise" brothers and sisters in Christ who have

missed at previous churches. and we here at Bethesda are all the better attended them. Join us for a great time
Sue is a nurse at Aspen Medical Clinic for it. of sharing and fellowship!

in Bloomington. Andy is a computer Reported by Shirley Calvin
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
- 1 2 3 4 5
NGYC Senior High  |7:00 PM Summer Quest  |6:30 AM - 7:30 AM 3:00 PM NGYC Campers
& Grades 10th - Grad. Bible Studies Prayer Gathering Return
July 30-Aug.5 6:00 PM CE Mtg.
! " 6:45 PM EE Outreach
| NGYC Senior High Campers - 10th - Grad., July 2Qig. 5 |

6

9:00 AM SS & Adult Classes

9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship

10:15 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM GET READY
FOR VBS!

-

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Vacation Bible School
Monday-Friday

9

7:00 PM Summer Quest
Bible Studies

10

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering
6:45 PM EE Outreach

11

11:30 AM VBS Closing
Program and Picnic

12

| "SonTreasure Island” Va

cation Bible School

M900 AM-Noon

13

9:00 AM SS & Adult Classes
9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship
10:15 AM Worship Service

14

15

7:00 PM Deaconess Board
7:00 PM Trustee Board

16

7:00 PM Summer Quest
Bible Studies

17

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering
6:45 PM EE Outreach

18

19

20

9:00 AM SS & Adult Classes
9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship
10:15 AM Worship Service

21

22

23

7:00 PM Summer Quest
Bible Studies

24

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering
6:45 PM EE Outreach

25

26

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Semi-
nar with Les Feldick at
North Heights Luther-
an Church, Arden Hills

27

Les Feldick speaking at
9:00 AM & 10:15 AM
9:00 AM SS for Children

9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship

28

29

7:00 PM Women's Reflec
tions Bible Study

30

7:00 PM Summer Quest
Ice Cream Social

Discovery Conference, The ARC

31

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering
6:45 PM EE Outreach

Be sure to join us!

Family Camp at
Timber Bay

Sept. 1-4, 2006
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Missions Report -- Zolotonosha, Ukraine with Ronn a

nd Joyce Gunn

Ronn and | left for Zolotonosha,
Ukraine on July 6, and returned on July
16. Our trip involved an 8-1/2 hour flight
to Amsterdam, a 3 hour flight to Kiev, a
hotel stay in Kiev, then a 2-1/2 hour bus
ride to Zolotonosha. When we were in
Kiev, we were informed that we would
not be staying with the same family we
stayed with last year, but would be stay-
ing in a home where they had never
hosted an American before. Valya is a
teacher of history and computer at the
same school were Ronn and 3 other
team members would head up the
drama/dance camp. It was a joy to stay
in her home. We immediately had a rap-
port with her, despite a language barrier,
and it was hard on all of us when we had
to leave.

Ronn had a group of 10 students,
which he directed in a scene called
“Good Sam”, a short play based on the
Good Samaritan. Before he left, he had
revised the script to include 10 actor/
actresses, so it was perfect. They had
four days to memorize the play in Eng-
lish, work on props, set and costumes.
They did a marvelous job and had a lot of

fun in the process! Ask Ronn
how he ended up on Ukrainian
TV! Other team members did
reader’s theater, a Ukrainian
story called “The Mitten”, and
the dance group performed a
jazz dance, and the Virginia
Reel.

I had a group of 11 girls, ages
14-15, and was able to work
with the same English teacher |
had worked with last year. This
year, our lessons were on the
followers of Jesus, and we
looked at how Jesus changed
the lives of people he met, Mat-

thew, Peter, Zacchaeus, and
Paul. We also had visits from a blind man,
a paralyzed man, Lazarus, and Mary and
Martha along the way. All the English lan-
guage campers, around 150, ages 6-15,
say the children’s version of the “Jesus
Movie”, in Ukrainian, so they would be able

to understand everything. We also enjoyed

a “real” wedding; a birthday party, including
cake; a walking tour of Zolotonosha; a
scavenger hunt at the local market; and
Olympic games.

In the picture are Valya, our hostess, her
cousin Olena who Valya stayed with while
we used Valya's apartment, and Olena's
daughter Lesya. The picture is in Valya's
apartment.

Many seeds were planted, and much
growth was observed since last year. Now
we pray for God to bring the harvest.

Ronn and Joyce Gunn

Youth Team in Mexico!

Darlene, Joel, Kiera, Ailyse, Leah, Hilary, Sari, R achel, Brendan

Bethesda Church presents...

Vacation Bible School

August 7-11
9:00 a.m. to Noon

Children ages: 3 Years to Jr. High
Bible Stories - Crafts - Games

Skits - Songs

To Register Call: 952-226-6651 or
www.myvbs.com/bethesdachurch
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You know...l thought the
summer was gonna be fairly
quiet around here so | got
me some cute, little shades
and a lawn chair to lounge
around the garden, but....we
had Warren and Dorene
Anderson's anniversary party, then Vern
and Lois Hendrickson's anniversary, kids
comin' and goin' to camp, the youth prepar-
ing for their Mexico ministry and much ex-
citement getting ready for GGF Family Bi-
ble Conference at Lake of the Ozarks, Mis-
souri and now we are getting ready for
SonTreasure Island Vacation Bible
School. Good grief ... a guy can't find a
spot to call his own!

Speaking of the GGF conference there
were over 250 from all over the U.S. and
next year they're going to Anaheim, Califor-
nia. Disney Land!! I'm savin' my little mouse
money. This is my chance to meet Cousin
MICKEY!!! Hot Dog! (Pluto, too?)

You know, Bethesda is blessed with folks
who deeply love the Lord. For example, our
Worship Team with Steve and Darlene
Gowdy, Ed and Carol Jankowski, Paul
and Melody Zunker, Alan Larson, David
Ebert and Kathy Matychuk. These nine
went to the GGF conference with their fo-
cus entirely on serving and honoring the
Lord. The response from attendees was so
positive and they were so appreciative yet
the team took no credit. They wanted only
to give glory to God and to be humble be-
fore the Lord. There hadn't been a full choir
perform for years but with only two rehears-
als the crowd was extremely receptive.
While attendees may have enjoyed walks
or swims the worship team rehearsed, par-
ticipated in two services each day plus a
hymn sing. These things just don't happen.
There is much preparation needed. They
worked so hard Carol Jankowski barely got
to the fudge store she so desired. On the
way back they took an extra night and fi-
nally relaxed!

While at the GGF Carol and Bruce
Anderson were especially tickled to be
reunited with Pastor Mick Robinson , their
former Bethesda youth pastor. They had a
great visit ‘cause both have kids attending
Grace Bible College. Others from Bethesda
at the conference included: Dale and
Marcy Dugan, Jim and Linnae Knoll,

Don and Rindy Koukal, and Nadine Wen-
tworth.

Andy and Corinne Papulas are
"enjoying" some rehab at their son's near
Vesta, Minnesota. Bless them both - they
are still laughin' and lovin' the Lord in spite
of their ailments.(Andy broke his hip while
catching a Frisbee with his grandson! )

PRAISE! Jamee Francis and Leslie
Hennen are healing so well. God is so
good! (Refer to prayer requests on page 2.)

Wally
Sez...

Beth Osterlund spent a week at
Northern Grace Youth Camp as a
"Maintenance Mom" painting while camp-
ers: Nikki and Amber Zunker, Brandon
Osterlund and Colin Nelson  (who, by
the way, were in Cabin 1 and winners of
the ice cream party), Elizabeth Larson,
Anthony Phillips and friend Brett  en-
joyed crafts, paddle boating and canoe-
ing and the speaker, Pastor Floyd Baker.
Pastor Baker amazed the gang by dress-
ing in costume each day. As Samson,
he caused such a ruckus taking down the
pillars of the temple that Andrea Oster-
lund, who was babysitting, thought the
entire building was falling down. He
made quite a hit with the kids.

Chuck and Pam Myhra celebrated
their 25" wedding anniversary this past
May 15, with a family trip to Santa Fe,
New Mexico; Sedona, Arizona; and Pa-
gosa Springs, Colorado. They, along
with their teenagers, Kristin, Justin, and
Kathrin, particularly enjoyed the tremen-
dous sights of the Grand Canyon, Oak
Creek Canyon (before the recent forest
fires), and the Mesa Verde National Park.
Justin and Kristin got back in time to at-
tend Mission 180 and then off to NGYC
to be camp counselors.

We've had lots of folks who used to

attend Bethesda come for a visit while
they are here in Minnesota. We enjoyed
time with Byron Smith from Arizona, Bob
and Lois Myers from Arizona, Gary and
Judy Jones from Florida, and Ken and
Barb Peterson from lllinois to name a
few!

Each week early on Sunday morning,
Melody Zunker has been helping check-
in the campers going to NGYC. It's quite
a task with all the suitcases, backpacks
and lunches! She’s been doing a great
job - I can’t even begin to sneak on the
bus! We also want to say thanks to the
bus drivers each week. It's quite a mis-
sion getting the campers back and forth!

I just got word that Aaron and Denise
Triplett are relocating to Boston, MA so
Aaron can attend school at Boston Univer-
sity. We will really miss them! Denise
played her flute with the worship team and
they both worked with IMPACT Sr. High
youth group.

I've got my little grass skirt and ukelele
ready for Vacation Bible School. The
theme is "SonTreasure Island". | can
hardly wait!

“Wally” The Church Mouse

If you would like to contribute an item
for Wally, use the church email at
bethesda@bethesdachurch.com.
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August 28-29-30, 2006

Join us for our sixth annual Adult Bible Conference where
we expect a tremendous blessing in God’s Word and in
Christian fellowship. We will begin Monday afternoon and
continue until Wednesday afternoon. You don’t want to
miss this excellent opportunity to be challenged in the Word
with great Christian friends.

Speaker: Les Feldick with
“Through the Bible”

Location: The ARC at Osceola,
Wisconsin
(Associated Retreat Center)

Call the church office, 952-226-6651
for registration information.

Family Camp at Timber Bay
September 1- 4, 2006

Our Speaker: Pastor Ken Farmen
Grace Bible Fellowship, Pinellas Park, Florida

Registration Information  in the church foyer
or call the church office, 952-226-6651.

Activities for everyone! All Ages!

Arrive Friday evening, Sept. 1 and then
depart Monday, Sept. 4 after lunch.




