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ultimately and every knee will 
bow.  Psalm 110:1 is often 
quoted in the New Testament 
in regard to Christ, stating, 
“The Lord says to my Lord, sit 
at my right hand until I make 
your enemies a footstool for 
your feet.”  Make no mistake, 
God will act in judgment and 
“the wrath of God will come”   
But what amazes me is that 
God has so much patience in 
reaching out to human kind.  
He could have just let history 
finish its course in final judg-
ment.  In Acts 2 Peter was 
preaching that the “last days” 
had begun. Why didn’t God 
just wrap things up then? Why 
didn’t He bring in the Tribula-
tion right then and deal firmly 
with the unbelieving hearts of 
those who personally saw 
Christ but said, “Away with 
Him?!”  Though this makes 
sense to my human mind and 
from a logical position, it is ob-
viously not God’s desire.  It 
strikes me how staggeringly 
gracious God is!  He is not sat-
isfied in saving just a few.  In 
the moment when God could 
have been most justified in dis-
playing His wrath and making 
“His enemies His footstool”, ….

He held His hand back and 
poured out His heart of love 
and grace.   
 
I felt this love of Christ in a 
fresh way in terms of our am-
bassadorship.  He has commit-
ted to us the ministry of recon-
ciliation, “making a appeal 
through us” we are truly plead-
ing with the lost and “begging 
on behalf of Christ, be recon-
ciled with God.”  You know it is 
interesting that the term “grace” 
only appears four times in the 
Gospels and yet appears over 
one hundred in the epistles of 
Paul. Paul was committed with 
the revelation of the Gospel of 
the Grace of God as a steward-
ship.  He received directly from 
the risen Christ the passion He 
had for a world of unbelievers.  
It thrills my soul to see that 
God loves even the angry peo-
ple on the streets of Minneapo-
lis who hate Him and are angry 
with anyone who even men-
tions Him.  I felt that love and I 
rejoice in the wonderful and 
patient grace of God.  
 

Mark Matychuk  

What a joy it was to participate 
with our young people in what 
was called “Missions 180”.  Sev-
eral of our young people at-
tended a week of witness train-
ing with classes on witnessing 
and apologetics and afternoon 
outreaches to downtown Min-
neapolis, the Mall of America 
and several park areas in the 
city.  It was a blessing that the 
gospel was shared with many 
people and we praise the Lord 
that several professed to make 
decisions for Jesus Christ.  What 
struck me afresh, however, is 
the grace of God in patiently 
seeking the lost.  In going out in 
teams of two, we met many peo-
ple, striking up conversations 
about spiritual things. It broke 
my heart to see, in some cases, 
an utter rejection of anything to 
do with the Lord. The over-
whelming message filled my 
heart in those moments, “while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us…”   God’s posture is not 
one of quick judgment, but of 
patient grace, for “God is not 
willing that any should perish!” 
 
The course of history is clearly 
set with real judgment at the 
end. Jesus Christ will be exalted 

   50 years of living happily ever 
after and after each other!! We 
all celebrate with Lois and Vern 
Hendrickson. What a peach of a 
pair!  
Lois was born in Petosky, Michi-
gan but calls Minot, North Da-
kota home. Her folks were Sal-
vation Army officers and the 
family moved often. Mom and 
Dad attended various Salvation 
Army conferences and Lois, 4 
years older than sister Jen, was 

left in charge as a youngster. 
She fed and cared for those in 
need, carried on Services in 
Church, plus stoking a coal fur-
nace, cooking and caring for 
Jen and herself and getting off 
to school.  
   Vern was raised in Fargo and 
met Lois while he was working 
at a bank there. Lois says her 
heart would do flip-flops when 
she'd see him ---- maybe that’s 
why their first date was at the 

North Dakota State Fair!  
Vern scooted down to the Min-
neapolis School of Art where 
he polished his sign-design 
talents. He and Lois were mar-
ried June 2,1956 in Fargo and 
attended the Methodist 
Church. They taught Sunday 
School, started a "Kids Club" 
and a high school-age group 
but soon became frustrated 
with the "politically correct- 

(Continued on page 2)  
 

 

Getting to Know You…Vern and Lois Hendrickson  

The Encourager   
If you have an event or news you 

would like to have published, 
please submit articles to the 

church office by the third Tuesday 
of the month.  e-mail: bethesda@ 

bethesdachurch.com 
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GARY ENGVALL - (wife, Phyllis)  
PRAISE - He continues to make a 
wonderful recovery from lung surgery. 
They were able to remove all the cancer!   
FROSTY HANSEN - (wife, Cathy ) He 
continues to recover from heart surgery.  
They implanted three stents in one of his 
arteries.  He will have more surgery on 
July 7.  He will not be able to attend the 
GGF Conference which is a frustration 
but they continue to trust the Lord in all of 
this. Address: 1214 Fairfield Dr., Hudson-
ville, MI  49426. 
GRACE GOSPEL FAMILY BIBLE CON-
FERENCE - Pray for our families travel-
ing to Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri to 
attend the conference July 4-7. Our Wor-
ship Team will be leading the music dur-
ing the sessions under the direction of 
Kathy Matychuk.  We have a group of 
about 40 people going!   
THE FAMILY OF ANDY & SUE 
HOLLENBECK - Sue’s father, Dr. Mark 
Armagost passed away on June 5.  Pray 
for her mom, Helen and the family at this 
time of loss.  Address:  10607 Yosemite 
Road, Bloomington, 55437.   
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May God Bless You on  
Your Birthday!  

 
July Birthdays 

7-04  Jeannette Kyrk           
7-05  Steve Gowdy, Aimee Johnson  
7-06  Carrie Anderson, Ronn Gunn 
7-07  Stephen Zunker         
7-13  MayBelle Kendrick  
7-14  Rhonda Brandt, Aaron Triplett  
7-16  Jonathan Brandt, Duane Larson 
7-18  Carol Anderson, Eric Bottema,        
          Zach Gowdy              
7-21  Colin Nelson 
7-27  Leah Crumb 
7-28  Ruth Keller, Joel & Keira Anderson 
7-30  Beth Osterlund, Neil Johnson  
7-31  Ed Calvin  
 

July Anniversaries 
July   1   Gary & Phyllis Engvall 
July   2   Ray & Evelyn Lundgren 
July   2   Vincent & Diane Martin  
July   2   Andy & Sue Hollenbeck 
July   3   John & Sandra Toeller 
July   8   Howie & Mary Cleveland 
July 10   Merlin & Ruth Keller 
July 13   Steve & Darlene Gowdy 
July 15   Mark & Kathy Matychuk 
July 17   Bruce & Carol Anderson 
July 24   Art & Gretchen Matychuk 
July 25   Dwight & Darlene Anderson  
July 30   Dennis & Bev Andrews  
July 31   Bob & Lois Myers 
July 31   Andy & Corinne Papulas  
 

Missionary Birthdays 
7-02  Sally Selfors                
7-09  Leah Benton               
7-09  Trevor Sherman 
7-17  Jenny Green 
7-24  Elly Campos               
7-28  Nathan Campos 
7-31  Dan Spooner  
 

Missionary Anniversary  
July    7    Cory & Kim Hodgson  
July  14    Jerry & DeAnna Olson 

THE FAMILY OF JAMES PARKS - (wife, 
Wanda) James is in the presence of the 
Lord!  He passed away on June 27 after 
battling stomach and liver cancer.  It's a 
very difficult time for his family.  He is only 
in his late 30's and the pastor of Grace 
Community Bible Church in Cadillac, Michi-
gan. Please be in prayer for Wanda and 
James' family.  Also pray for Paul and Mel-
ody Zunker - James was the best man at 
their wedding.  Parks home address: 781 
W. 11 Mile Road, Bitely, MI  49309.   
 
For weekly updates of prayer requests 
email bethesda@bethesadachurch.com 
to be added to the list.   

Getting to Know You…Cont. p. 1 
 
ness" of terms such as "saved" and "born 
again". Vern had always had strong at-
tachments to the Navigators where he 
was trained in one-on-one 
evangelism, witnessing to 
others and memorizing 
Bible verses so they left 
the Methodists and be-
came Baptists.  
   Son Gary was born in 
Fargo but soon after the 
Hendricksons moved to 
Minneapolis and daughter 
Kathy arrived. Gary has 
two boys, Gary Lee in the 
Army National Guard 
soon to be deployed to 
Iraq and Chris. Vern does 
Bible study with the 
grandsons weekly over the phone.    
   Kathy and family, husband Ken 
Kemper, sons Caleb and Zach and 
daughter Naomi spent 16 years in Tan-
zania as missionaries before returning 5 
years ago to become President of Grace 
Bible College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
   Hendrickson's came to Bethesda 
through dear friends - and just look what 
has happened. They began small group 
sessions, at one time having nine differ-
ent groups meeting in various homes. 

Please join us for a reception 
celebrating the marriage of    

Ann & David O’Neill 
Saturday, July 8 

                        3:00 - 6:00 pm 
 

Ebert’s, 2123 Bayard Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55116 

 
Picnic-style lunch served.   

RSVP thru July 3 at  
ebertfamily@afo.net or 651-690-0717 

All are welcome!   No gifts, please. 

An invitation is cordially 
extended to you to attend a 

reception in honor of  
Vern & Lois Hendrickson 

as they celebrate their  
50th Wedding Anniversary  

on Sunday, July 9 
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

at Bethesda Church in the Chapel. 
 

Brief notes of memories you’ve had  
with them would be appreciated  

for their scrapbook.  No gifts, please.   

They were always careful to mix their 
"kids" so no cliques were ever formed. 
They started the College and Career 

group at the urging of Carol 
Anderson and sister, Gloria 
Hole.  
   Lois folks retired to an 
adorable cottage on Birch 
Lake near Hackensack, Min-
nesota. Lois and Vern even-
tually bought this piece of 
"Heaven-on-earth" and 
would have their small 
groups and others meet 
there in summer plus visiting 
other campgrounds. There 
would be tents all over the 
grounds and kids laid out all 
over the house. Vern would 

haul canoes down adventurous trails to 
be launched in more adventurous waters 
and Lois provided "food for the tummies" 
while Vern provided "food for the soul".  
   They still love meeting new people and 
visiting in their homes on a one-to-one 
basis. "Old Navigators" never lose their 
compass. Lois is the "P.R." part of the 
team and Vern captains the ship.  
   And aren't we all blessed to be part of 
the crew!  

Reporter:   Shirley Calvin 

Vern & Lois Hendrickson 

Prayer & Praise Requests 
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Family Camp at Timber Bay    
September 1- 4 

 
Our Speaker:  Pastor Ken Farmen 

Grace Bible Fellowship, Pinellas Park, Florida  
 

Registration information in the church foyer  
or call the church office, 952-226-6651.  

August 28-29-30, 2006   
 

Join us for our sixth annual Adult Bible Conference where 
we expect a tremendous blessing in God’s Word and in 
Christian fellowship.  We will begin Monday afternoon and 
continue until Wednesday afternoon. You don’t want to 
miss this excellent opportunity to be challenged in the Word 
with great Christian friends.   
 
Speaker:  Les Feldick with 
                 “Through the Bible”  
 
Location: The ARC  
                 Osceola, Wisconsin 

 
 
 

Call the church office, 952-226-6651  
for registration information.    

�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($�#�$#%&'��($)*($� ���

ADVENTURES IN BIBLE STUDY  
AND FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

This summer we continue to have five Bible studies in different 
parts of the metro area. There is still time to join a group.  
Books available from the church office.  Please call host/
hostess if you’d like to attend.   
 

The Mystery of God’s Will   by Chuck Swindoll 
SOUTH:       Don and Rindy Koukal, 952-808-8676 
                    4412 McColl Drive, Savage, 55378 
 
CENTRAL:  Bruce &Carol Anderson,  952-881-8054  
                     9318 1st Ave. S., Bloomington, 55420  
 
NORTH:      Dale & Marcy Dugan, 763-561-6142 
                    2539 N. 83rd Court, Brooklyn Park, 55444   
 

Understanding Your Bible  by Craig McDonald  
EAST:      Diane Osborne , 952-736-0520 
                 301 E. Burnsville Pkwy., #310, Burnsville 55337 
                 Discussion Leader:  Vern Hendrickson  
 

WEST:      Jim & Betty Crownover , 952-937-1827 
                 6544 Tanager Lane, Eden Prairie, 55346 
                 Discussion Leader:  Art Matychuk  
 

The Encourager 4 

Join us at Timber Bay!  
Family Camp  

September 1-4, 2006 
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Hello Everyone,  
   I made it! My tummy's not 
draggin' anymore! Just in 
time for 4th of July picnics!!!  
   Bruce & Carol Anderson 
were in Seattle, Washington 
for Gary Hansen's wedding. 

(Gary is the youngest son of Pator Frosty 
and Cathy Hansen.)  Son Mark was in the 
wedding party so he and his wife, Jill and 
Carol and Bruce enjoyed the family 
tradition of taking in a major league 
baseball game in every city they visit. They 
also connected with dear friends, Barb and 
Gene Wilding and just had a great time.  
   If you ever want some second story work 
done -- just call on Zach Gowdy . He 
doesn't even need a ladder. He pole vaults 
over 13 feet!  The competition is over for 
this year but watch out next season!   
   We're blessed with many faithful 
members here at Bethesda. Grace 
Schultze  and granddaughter, Ashley are 
among them. Every Sunday Ashley has a 
new toy animal but I bet Grama Grace 
won't allow a pet "Wally" in her house!  
   I've heard some appreciative comments 
regarding the very nice communion cup 
holders at church. I know who is 
responsible--Merlin Keller . That was very 
thoughtful of him and besides, they're kinda 
fun to hide in on Sunday mornings!  
   Did you know Ivars Redland used to be 
a real live, honest-to-goodness, sleep on 
the ground, eat at the chuck wagon, round-
'em-up Montana cowboy? When he arrived 
(legally) in this country from Norway that 
was his first job. One day the regular cook 
had an abscessed tooth and had to go to 
town to have it taken care of. He'd be gone 
a week or so, so Ivars was tapped to take 
his place. Admittedly, Ivars couldn't cook 
for shucks. And the boys let him know it. 
Cussin' - gripin' - yellin'! The wrangler came 
to check on things one day and got an 
earful of details on Ivars lack of cooking 
skills. He looked them in the eye and said, 
"The next complainer gets to do the 
cooking". That evening Ivars served boiled, 
whole potatoes. One fella stuck his fork in 
the bowl and broke the tines of his fork. He 
started in a hollerin' and was goin' strong. 
Suddenly, he caught himself and came to a 
thundering finale with, "But that’s just the 
way I like 'em!"  
   Lesley Hennen , 14 year old daughter of 
Peter and Claudia Hennen. We can learn a 
lot from the younger generation. Patience! 
Imagine being completely off your feet for 
one month, then limited only to physical 
therapy for two more. Foot and ankle 
surgery can cause this and this is the 9th 
time! Pray for continued healing.   
   We can learn a lot from old timers, too. 
Charles and Margaret Peterson teach us 
to be content and pleasant in whatever 

circumstance we find ourselves. Never 
complaining, though Margaret has 
extreme macular degeneration and 
Charles has glaucoma, they are always 
cheerful and caring about others. Even a 
mouse can learn from folks like these. 
   Saturday, June 10 found us at church 
for Project/Workday . It was an amazing 
sight.  So many folks were here to help 
in all kinds of places. I was busy trying to 
stay out of sight!  Folks were planting 
flowers, washing windows, cleaning 
closets, cleaning out brush, planting 
grass seed, jack-hammering old 
concrete to haul away, and making a 
bigger door on the shed!  They took time 
out for a delicious lunch prepared by the 
Deaconesses headed up by Rindy 
Koukal .  They cleaned up so good I 
didn’t even get a crumb!  Thanks to 
everyone who helped!  The flowers by 
the entry way are beautiful!   
   We had a wonderful time at our annual 
All Church Picnic on June 25.  It had 
rained all night and early morning but by 
the time the morning service ended the 
sun came out and it was a beautiful 
afternoon.  We met at a new park - 
Clearly Lake right in the city of Prior 
Lake.  There was a crew grilling the hot 
dogs and hamburgers and everyone 

Wally 
Sez... 

brought a food items to share.  Lots of 
watermelon, jello salads, potato salads, 
vegetables/dip, fresh fruit and cupcakes 
with lots of frosting!  When we finished 
eating, we had a time for testimonies and 
we were reminded again of God’s perfect 
care for us even with difficult things.   
   Coming in July remember to pray for 
Northern Grace Youth Camp .  We have 
campers leaving Sundays, July 9, 16, 23, 
and 30 following the morning service.  I 
wish I could go along in someone’s 
backpack!   
   Ronn and Joyce Gunn are leaving on 
July 6 to go with a team from Minnehaha 
Academy to the Ukraine to participate at 
an ESL & Drama Camp.  They stay with 
host families and work with the children 
and teens in drama skits, crafts, games 
and stories. They are able to use Bible 
stories and share the love of Christ with 
these children and their families.  Pray for 
open hearts.  They return on July 16.   
   I’m looking forward to hearing a full 
report from the teens going to Mexico, the 
GGF Conference attenders and more next 
month!     “Wally” the Church mouse!  
 
If you would like to contribute an item 

for Wally, use the church email at 
bethesda@bethesdachurch.com. 

     Our teens just got back from a week 
of training “Mission 180” at Crown 
College. Each morning we had training 
in how to share the Gospel, apologetics 
and inspirational messages in the 
evenings through Galatians. In the 
afternoons, we went to places around 
Minneapolis (Lake Calhoun, Mall of 
America, Hennepin Ave and Nicollet 
Mall) to share our faith! We were able 
to share our testimonies, presented the 
gospel, gave out tracts and New 
Testaments. There were 5 teams going 
out with about 12 on each team from a 
total of 4 church youth groups attend-
ing. We were so blessed to see at least 
7 people come to faith in Christ. Praise 
the Lord!   
     Our church team was involved with 

Front: Darlene, Leah, Sari, Kristin, Hilary, Rachel , Keira  
Back:  Pastor Dwight, Joel, Justin, David  

leading 5 of those dear ones to Christ. 
As the week went on, our teens grew in 
confidence and faith as they stepped out 
of their comfort zone to share about 
God’s love. We want to thank all of you 
who prayed and supported the team; we 
really sensed your prayers as God 
worked in and through us.  
     Our teens now are preparing for the 
next part of our trip leaving July 14 to 
Matamoros, Mexico. Pray for safety in 
travel (23 hrs, 1512 mi). Pray for our 
teens giving out Spanish Bibles, street 
evangelism, home repairs-painting, VBS 
and sports evangelism. Pray for our 
need for a 15 passenger van to take as 
we still have not found one. We return 
on July 22.   
                        Pastor Dwight Anderson 
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