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the glory of God and their 
expanse is declaring the 
works of His hands!”  It is 
wonderful for us to truly see 
and rejoice in the hand of 
God as we venture into the 
world He has made. 
      Ed then mentioned a 
side trip to the glaciers and 
how interesting to him the 
warning was about “glacial 
silt.”  You see this mud-like 
silt found by the glaciers 
looks like a shoreline you 
could walk on.  But warn-
ings were given not to go 
there because it is like 
quicksand which you can’t 
get out of no matter how 
many people pull you.  He 
went on to share how spe-
cial equipment with high 
powered hoses must be 
brought in to wash out the 
silt from around the trapped 
person and only then could 
the victim be lifted out to 
safety.  The reminder was 
profound and unmistakably 
a parallel to God’s gracious 
and saving work, lifting us 
out of the bondage of sin, 
from which we could never 

save ourselves.  Ed was 
able to see in this unique 
setting a vivid and unforget-
table reminder of the saving 
power of God.  
     And then there were the 
trips when the car broke 
down, the weather was im-
possible, the hotel was full 
and frustrations seemed to 
pile high.  Isn’t it true that in 
these moments, God’s faith-
fulness, His provision, and 
His answers to prayer re-
main unforgettable summer 
blessings?  Are you going 
on a trip this summer? What 
do you expect to see?  I 
hope above all you see evi-
dences of God’s power and 
creative glory.  Are you go-
ing on a family outing?  I 
hope you see lessons of 
God’s saving work in sur-
prising and unforgettable 
places.  Are you going on a 
missions trip or off to camp? 
I hope you see the hand of 
God faithfully working in 
your life proving to you that 
He has a specific plan for 
your life.  What will we see 
this summer?  Let’s keep 
our eyes, and our hearts, 
open to the wonder of what 
God will show us!  
 

Pastor Mark Matychuk 
   I love living in Minnesota 
because the change of sea-
sons touches my heart so 
deeply.  Each season is a 
blessing in its own way and 
by its very nature prompts 
our eagerness for the next 
one.  With each change in 
the climate we can see God’s 
power, His faithfulness, and 
His sovereignty displayed.  
Even when the weather is at 
its worst, it becomes a bless-
ing to us because we know 
the Lord holds all things in 
the palm of His hand.  While 
our anticipation of summer is 
high and everyone is looking 
forward to some form of va-
cation, we wonder what we 
will be left with when it is all 
over.   
    I was encouraged recently 
about “what we see on vaca-
tion? While conversing with 
Ed Jankowski who shared 
about his trip to Alaska, he 
described to me the beauty 
of all that God had made and 
the joy of being in such a re-
mote place.  The Psalmist 
wrote “the heavens declare 

Her Finnish maiden name was 
Kokko and she was born on 
April Fool's Day - which was 
Easter - at Loon Lake in her 
grandparents home in a snow 
storm!    
   From such an auspicious be-
ginning came this lovely lady,  
Eleanor Larson, who, with her 
precious husband Lennon, 
raised three children - Alan Lar-
son, Phyllis Engvall and Kathy 
Matychuk - in an adorable "doll 

house" in Bloomington, Minne-
sota.   
   Eleanor's Dad worked for 
many years as caretaker for a 
wealthy Iowa banker's private 
island on Lake Vermillion. It 
was 7 miles from Tower, Minn. 
Supplies were brought by a 
scow. The Kokko family lived in 
a tent while their home and Fin-
nish sauna were built. Electric-
ity was available from a gen-
erator at "The Mansion".  

Eleanor's Mom cooked for the 
banker's family. One evening it 
was quite dark and Eleanor 
didn't want to walk outside so 
she just strolled right through 
the dining room where guests 
were enjoying Mom's cooking, 
to get to her Mom in the 
kitchen.   
   During her first four school 
years she stayed with relative 
on the mainland. Eventually 

(Continued on page 2) 

Getting to Know You…  Eleanor Larson  

The Encourager   
If you have an event or news you 

would like to have published, 
please submit articles to the 

church office by the third  
Tuesday of the month. 
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Happy  
Father’s  

Day  
 

June 18 
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GARY ENGVALL - (wife, Phyllis)  He is 
finished with chemotherapy for lung can-
cer and surgery is scheduled for June 2. 
Pray for the surgery to go well and heal-
ing - very optimistic.   
ANGIE CARLSON - “After 5-1/2 months 
in the hospital Angie has gone home to 
continue learning and healing.  She has 
come a long way and we are rejoicing!  
She has a special wheelchair and contin-
ues to take steps.”  Trent & Sue    
Updates: http://www.caringbridge.org/
visit/angiec. 
JIM CROWNOVER - (wife, Betty) They 
are now back in Minnesota.  Continue to 
pray for him as they talk to doctors about 
robotic heart bypass surgery.  Also pray 
for the healing of his toe nail.  It must be 
healed before any other surgery.  LES-
LEY HENNEN -  (Parents: Peter & Clau-
dia) Please pray for healing of Lesley’s 
legs following surgery to correct her legs 
and the angle of her feet.  She will be in a 
wheelchair for much of the summer.  The 
goal is complete recovery by September 
when school begins.  Address:  15249 
Wilds Parkway NW, Prior Lake, MN 
55372, 952-447-5668.   
PRAISE! CONNIE PAPULAS - had cata-
ract eye surgery on May 24 and it went 
very well.  She will have surgery on the 
other eye on May 31.   

Prayer & Praise Requests 
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Getting to Know You…Continued  p. 1 
her  
 
Dad bought his wife's family farm near 
Mahtowa where Eleanor went to the 
same one-room schoolhouse her Mom 
had attended. Her 
high-school years 
were at Barnum where 
she eyed Lennon Lar-
son and he eyed her--
and the rest is history! 
They were married 
one month when 
Lenny was inducted 
into the Army in 1942. 
He served in Leyte, in 
the Philippines and in 
Okinawa--both dan-
gerous places during 
WWII.  He worked for 
his Dad upon return 
but health reasons 
forced a move to Flor-
ida for a short time.  
   Family ties beckoned them back to 
Minnesota, eventually.  Lenny loved play-
ing accordion and both he and Eleanor 
were accomplished artists - his leaning to 

 
May God Bless You on  

Your Birthday!  
 

June Birthdays 
6-03      Heather Hoffer 
6-04      Dorothy Rivenburg  
6-05      Jim Kiekhafer 
6-06      Tom Williams  
6-07      Joyce Peterson  
6-08      Ray Crumb  
6-09      Savannah Gowdy 
6-12      Carolyn Bakke    
6-13      Jeff Grund, Jaylen Franklin 
6-15      Ginny Dugan, Elisa Gunn 
6-15      Bob Lein 
6-16      Kathy Matychuk , Paul Zunker  
6-17      Jim Guest 
6-19      Diane Martin, Bob Myers 
6-24      Chuck Myhra  
6-25      Ryan Lind 
6-28      Anne Johnson 
6-29     Tia Peterson 
6-30     Colleen Johnson  
 

June Anniversaries 
June   2     Vern & Lois Hendrickson 
June   7     Woody & Dorothy Flanders  
June   7     David & Nancy Matychuk  
June 15     Ronn & Joyce Gunn  
June 15     Blue & Michelle McDonald   
June 20     Ed & Carol Jankowski 
June 23     Bob & Angie Juneau 
June 23     Jim & Barb Kiekhafer  
June 24     Bob & Lynna Schauer 
June 27     Bill & Patsy Jones 
June 27     Clarence & Arlene Sutton 
June 28     Ron & Roxy Jones  

cartoons.  Pastor Prince held evangelistic 
meetings in Willow River near Lenny's 
parents home and his mother was so 
impressed she suggested they visit Be-
thesda in Minneapolis. They joined in 
1953 and in 1968 were one of five fami-

lies that started a 
sister-church in 
Burnsville.  They re-
turned to Bethesda 
when Mark 
Matychuk became 
Pastor.   She is pic-
tured by one of the 
beautiful paintings in 
our foyer given as a 
memorial for Lenny.   
   Eleanor who, by 
the way, is really 
Kathleen Eleanor, 
suffered a heart at-
tack four months af-
ter her precious 
Lenny died in 2001. 

Then, nine months later, had a quadruple 
by-pass.   
   The Lord has seen her through some 
rough waters just so she could bless us 
with her wonderful spirit.     

Eleanor Larson 

Summer Missions 2006 Trip 
 

PRAY for our youth going on the first part 
of our trip.  We will be leaving on June 18, 
3:00 p.m. for Mission 180 Training at 
Crown College in Minn. and returning June 
23. This training will help students get 
ready for the trip to Matamoro, Mexico from 
July 14-22.   
 

Youth Team Members:   
Joel Anderson, Keira Anderson,  

Leah Crumb, David Ebert, Hilary Gunn, 
Sari Gunn, Ailyse Matychuk, Brendan 

Matychuk, Rachel Matychuk,  
Justin Myhra, and Kristin Myhra.  

 
Adult Team Members:  

Dwight & Darlene Anderson 

 

Missionary Birthdays 
6-12   Shad Spooner     
6-21   Jake  Crouse 
6-19   Debbe Meier    
6-22   Dorothy Mattias 

 
Missionary Anniversary  

     June 4      Arnie & Sally Selfors  
     June 5      James & Nell Lawley 
     June 10    Cliff & Betty Lee  

An invitation is cordially 
extended to you to attend a 

reception in honor of  
Warren & Dorene Anderson  

 
as they celebrate their  

50th Wedding Anniversary  
on Thursday, June 29, 2006 

6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
at 

Bethesda Church in the Fellowship Hall.   
R.S.V.P.  952-890-6953   

Best Wishes to 
Ann Ebert & David O’Neill 

who will be married on  
June 17, 2006  

in  St. Joseph, Michigan.    
A reception in St. Paul will follow in July. 
Their parents are Paul and Diane Ebert, 
St. Paul and Ken and Cindy O’Neill, St. 
Joseph, Michigan.  
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2006 College Graduates  
 

Angela Toeller graduated on May 13 from 
Minnesota State University, Mankato with a 
Bachelor of Science Elementary Education.  
She is seeking a teaching position in the 
south metro area.   
 
Celeste Anderson graduated on May 13 
from Grace Bible College, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan with a Bachelor of Arts in Human 
Services.  She is back in Minnesota and 
working at Blue Cross/Blue Shield.   
 
Ann Ebert graduated on May 20 from 
Taylor University, Upland, Indiana with a 
Bachelor of Science in Environmental 
Biology.  Ann will continue her studies next 
year for a Masters in Environmental 
Science at Taylor University.    
 
Jonathan Teply graduated on May 6 from 
Iowa State University with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. He has accepted     
 a position with the Rosemount Company in  
     Eden Prairie and begins work on June 5.   

2006 High School Graduates 
 

Hilary Gunn, South High School  
Graduation Celebration 

Sat., June 10, 1:00-4:00 p.m.  
Sibley Park Building 

40th Street & 19th Ave. S., Mpls.  
 

Everyone is invited to attend her Gradua-
tion Celebration.  Next fall she will be 
attending Oregon State University, 
Cowallis, Oregon.   

 
 

Ryan Lind, Park Center High School  
Graduation Celebration 

Sat., June 17, 3:00-7:00 p.m.   
Boom Island (Pavillion A),  
700 Sibley Ave. NE, Mpls.  

 
Everyone is invited to attend his Gradua-
tion Celebration.  Next Fall he will be 
attending North-stern College, St. Paul 
with a major in engineering.   

 

 
All Graduates will be honored  

Sunday, June 4, 2006 
9:55 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall  

Hello Everyone!   
Ronn and Joyce Gunn are 
off once again to Ukraine in 
July. Under the auspices of 
the Shepherd's Foundation 
they will put their gifts to 
work teaching Bible studies 

to professional people twice a week. In ad-
dition Ronn will conduct English speaking 
camps using the Bible for performance of 
Christian dramas while Joyce conducts Va-
cation Bible School type programs for high 
schoolers. One on one evangelism -- God 
bless.  
   Jim and Betty Crownover are back! 
How great is that? Florida's loss is Minne-
sota's gain. Let the fun begin!  

   The Understanding Your Bible Confer-
ence was a huge success. Feldick follow-
ers from as far away and Indiana and Illi-
nois gathered for a "family reunion" of 
sorts. Bruce Anderson and the ushers got 
everyone seated nicely. At parting every-
one said. "See ya at camp" referring to the 
Discovery Conference in late August in 
Osceola, Wisconsin. I'll have my knap-sack 
packed and see who I can slip a ride with.  
Speaking of the seminar and Sunday ser-
vice I heard so much raving about the tre-
mendous assortment of goodies I just had 
to sneak out for crumbs. Oh-my- there was 
good stuff!!  
And wasn't it amazing how Carol and Ed 
Jankowski could bring the Scriptures up 
on screen immediately as they were re-
ferred to -- and you know how Les travels 
through the Word --unplanned.  

   Have you seen the "new" church bus? 
Alan Larson and George Glaccum 
painted it and Lance Koskovich and Vern 
Hendrickson lettered it.  WOW!  Alan Lar-
son was in charge of parking at the semi-

nar and Tom Vellani was the jovial shut-
tle driver.  
   Bruce and Carol Anderson threw 
quite a celebration for their son David 
and his bride Rachael . Bruce enter-
tained all, especially good-natured    
Carrie when he announced the date 
(July 30) and year (2009) of her upcom-
ing nuptials--groom as yet undeter-
mined!!! You see, so far, all Anderson 
offspring have been married at three 
year intervals and at the age of 21!  With 
all the handy-men here at Bethesda I've 
gotta tap one to drill me a wider hole. 
Too much good food at this church. Oi-
Oi-Oi!  What with Aunt Janet and  Un-
cle Bob Roehlen’s rosy-cheeked kids 
dropping crumbs and the riotous laugh-
ter goin'on -- I was about to explode!  
Hope I recover in time for next month's 
report.   
   When Pastor Art and Gretchen 
Matychuk were on vacation a few 
weeks ago they traveled by-way-of Lex-
ington, Kentucky.  They enjoyed spend-
ing several hours with Rev. Finley and 
Martha Hunter.  The four talked of their 
years together in Bolivia and then the 
many years that the Hunters lived in 
Minneapolis while Finley was the Direc-
tor of Bethesda Mission, Inc.  Both 

Wally 
Sez... 

Finley and Martha think of those years at 
Bethesda Church and all of the people 
they know and remember with fondness.  
They send their heartfelt greetings to eve-
ryone who remembers them.    
   Just got word that Hazel Sinclair has 
returned from her second road trip down 
to deep, south central Louisiana.  She 
spent 5 weeks there to care for her sister 
and went back in May for her sister’s fu-
neral.  Hazel and her puppy spent six 
days coming home; camping and explor-
ing small towns along the way.  She wants 
to say “Thanks” for all the cards and let-
ters of concern.   
   Pastor Dwight had the privilege of be-
ing the speaker at the Northern Grace 
Youth Camp Youth Retreat on May 5-6-7.  
The theme was “Being a Contagious 
Christian”.  This was a great opportunity to 
sharpen the skills of our youth in sharing 
their testimony and sharing the Gospel. It 
was great to see young people from Illi-
nois, Wisconsin and Minnesota churches.   
   Speaking of our youth… please be pray-
ing for our teens going to the Mission 180 
Training, June 18-23 at Crown College. 
The team members are listed on page 2. 
 

See you next month!   Wally  
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ADVENTURES IN BIBLE STUDY AND FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 
Wednesdays -- Beginning June 14, 7:00 p.m. 

This summer we will have five Bible studies in different parts of 
the metro area.  Three of the groups will be studying The Mystery 
of God’s Will by Chuck Swindoll.     
 

“Many people have the idea that if they could just  
somehow find that single planned direction, they would  

be effortlessly swept through life.  But life is not like that.   
The Mystery of God’s Will overflows with practical  insights, humor 

and unforgettable stores that will de-mystify,  
clarify, and put your mind at ease.” 

 
Join us as we let this book stimulate our discussions and our 
study of God’s principles for understanding His will in our lives.     
 

The Mystery of God’s Will   
by Chuck Swindoll 

SOUTH:       Don and Rindy Koukal, 952-808-8676 
                    4412 McColl Drive, Savage, 55378 
 
CENTRAL:  Bruce &Carol Anderson,  952-881-8054  
                     9318 1st Ave. S., Bloomington, 55420  
 
NORTH:      Dale & Marcy Dugan, 763-561-6142 
                    2539 N. 83rd Court, Brooklyn Park, 55444   

Two other groups will be studying Understanding Your Bible 
by combining a review of the book and the added benefit of a 
video series featuring the author.   
 

“The Bible seems so complex, so hard to figure out.   
Leave it to the pastor - he’s the expert.  But God  

didn’t give the Bible to pastors and seminary professors.   
He gave it to everyone.  God wrote the Bible in such a  

way that the average reader can grasp its truths I 
f they only follow a few fundamental principles.  

 
Each week will involve a 30 minute video presentation (which is 
excellent) and group discussion following. This series will be 
very helpful in establishing basic dispensational understanding 
as well as laying a foundation for fruitful Bible Study.  
 

Understanding Your Bible   
by Craig McDonald  

EAST:   Location to be announced  
 
WEST:   Location to be announced  
 
 
 

              DISCUSSION LEADERS:  These groups will be led by Mark Matychuk, Dwight Anderson, Art Matychuk, Ken Mueller, 
                                                           and Vern Hendrickson and there will be some rotation during the summer.   
 
              SIGN UP:  Please sign up in the church foyer or call the host.  For more information call the church office, 952-226-6651.   
 
              WHERE TO GET THE BOOKS:  Both of these books are available in the foyer following the morning service.  
                             Subsidized cost:  The Mystery of God’s Will:  $11.00            Understanding Your Bible:  Free  

All Church Picnic 
Cleary Lake Park in Prior Lake 

 

 Sunday, June 25, 2006  
12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

 
We will have a picnic lunch together around  

1:30 p.m.  Bethesda will provide hamburgers and  
hot dogs, buns, condiments and beverages.   

 
Please bring:  Salad, Casserole or Dessert to share.  Your own paper 
plates, plasticware, napkins, beach gear, lawn chairs, blankets, etc.   
 

Directions from Bethesda Church:  Take Hwy. 13 South to County 
Rd. 21.  Left (East) on County Rd. 21 to County Rd. 27.  Right (South) 
on County Rd. 27 and follow 27 to park entrance. (right hand side)   
 

Parking Instructions:  Follow signs to LAKEVIEW SITE.  Drop off area 
and plenty of parking close to site!   
 

Questions?? Contact Dale Dugan, 763-561-6142  

TRIXIE HAMMOND  
   Trixie passed away in her home 
May 28 with her family at her side. 
Trixie was a faithful missionary for 
many years beginning with 
Bethesda Missions and then under 
Grace Ministries International in 
Bolivia and in Puerto Rico. Her 
service was on May 29 and she 
was buried next to her husband, 
Maurice.  
   If you’d like to send a card to the 
family, send it to her brother-in-law, 
David and Gloria Farrah, 1050 N. 
Stuart Street, # 302, Arlington, VA 
22201.   



June 2006
Bethesda Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering

6:45 PM EE Outreach

6:00 PM CE Work-
ers Tailgating Party

at Bethesda

8:30 AM Golf Outing
- Mt. Frontenac

Graduates Honored
9:00 AM SS&AdultClasses

9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship

10:15 AM Worship Service

No Wednesday
Programs

7:00 PM VBS Planning
Meeting

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering

6:45 PM EE Outreach

8:30 AM CHURCH
WORK DAY

9:30 AM Missions Trip
Meeting

1:00 PM Hilary Gunn-
Graduation Celebration

9:00 AM SS&AdultClasses

9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship

10:15 AM Worship Service

7:00 AM Summer Quest
Bible Studies

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering

6:45 PM EE Outreach
7:00 PM Piano & Vocal

Recital-Students of
Kathy Matychuk

3:00 PM Ryan Lind-
Graduation Celebration

FATHER'S DAY
9:00 AM SS&AdultClasses

9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship

10:15 AM Worship Service

Mission 180 Team leaves
Sunday at 3:00 PM.

7:00 PM Trustee Board
Meeting

7:00 AM Summer Quest
Bible Studies

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Elder Board Meeting

9:00 AM SS&AdultClasses

9:55 AM Coffee Fellowship

10:15 AM Worship Service

12:30 PM - 5:30 PM ALL
CHURCH PICNIC

7:00 PM Women's Reflec-
tions Bible Study

7:00 AM Summer Quest
Bible Studies

6:30 AM - 7:30 AM
Prayer Gathering

6:00 PM 50th Anniver-
sary for Warren and
Dorene Anderson

NGYC - CIT Training
June 30 to July 8

MISSION 180 TRAINING - June 18-June 23

NGYC Young Adult June 21-25
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June 2006 
15033 Hwy. 13 South 
Prior Lake, MN  55372 

952-226-6651 
www.bethesdachurch.com  

7:00 PM 
Summer Quest  Bible 
Studies various homes 

7:00 PM 
Summer Quest  Bible 
Studies various homes 

7:00 PM 
Summer Quest  Bible 
Studies various homes 
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Prior Lake, MN 
Permit No. 32 

at 
Timber Bay Camp 

   
Sept. 1-4, 2006 

 
Our Speaker:   

Pastor Ken Farmen 
Grace Bible Fellowship  
Pinellas Park, Florida  

 
 
 

Registration information in the  
church foyer or call the  

church office, 952-226-6651.  

August 28-29-30, 2006   
 

Join us for our sixth annual Adult Bible 
Conference where we expect a tremendous 
blessing in God’s Word and in Christian 
fellowship.  We will begin Monday afternoon 
and continue until Wednesday afternoon. 
You don’t want to miss this excellent 
opportunity to be challenged in the Word with 
great Christian friends.   
 
Speaker:  Les Feldick “Through the Bible”  
 
Location: The ARC(Associated Retreat Center) 
               Osceola, Wisconsin 
 

Call the church office, 952-226-6651  
for registration information.    
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The Grace Gospel Fellowship  
is excited to invite you and  

your family to the  
2006 Family Bible Conference 

on July 4-7, 2006.  
 

The Resort at Port Arrowhead  
Lake Ozark, Missouri  

 
Bring the whole family - sessions 
for children, teens, adults.  Our 
WORSHIP TEAM will be there to 
lead the music.  Call TODAY!   

Registration information:   
616-245-0100 

www.ggfusa.org 

Adventures in Bible Study  
& Family Fellowship  
Beginning June 14 

Upcoming Bible Conferences…  


