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   Ken and Mary Mueller are 
currently in Brazil, serving with 
overflowing hearts in their love 
for the Brazilian people.  All 
year long they labor to develop 
quality literature in Portuguese 
to bless the believers there.  
What a testimony their over 
forty years of missions service 
has been.  Answer me how-
ever, “Who will be tomorrow’s 
Ken Mueller & Mary Mueller?” 
   In a few days we will be 
sharing together in a special 
“Understanding Your Bible” 
Conference here at Bethesda 
Church.  We are certainly look-
ing forward to having our good 
friend, Les Feldick with us 
once again.  I have always 
been grateful to the Lord for 
his humble submission to the 
Word of God in what he 
teaches.  The Lord is using 
him to reach countless num-
bers across the country with 
the truth of God’s grace.  But I 
ask you,…”Who will be tomor-
row’s Les Feldick?”   
   While in Grand Rapids I vis-
ited a dear friend, Jim Boeck, 
who is on his death bed. This 
dear pastor had a great impact 
on my heart as a young man 
considering going into ministry.  
Tears flowed from my eyes as 
I left the room and felt so 
deeply the loss of such a faith-

ful servant.  The question 
comes to me,…”Who will take 
up the charge? As I pass from 
the scene,… who will follow?”  
Who will be tomorrow’s Jim 
Boecks, Art Matychuks, Sam 
Vintons, and Bruce Kempers?”  
   The Apostle Paul challenged 
Timothy to entrust the things 
he had received from him to 
faithful men, who would in turn 
be able to teach others also.  
This dynamic is a powerful pic-
ture of God’s work toward mo-
bilizing His spiritual armies.  
The more I think about it, the 
more excited I become.  I look 
at the young people in our 
church and I realize, God is 
working. He is the one who 
answers the question, “Who 
will follow?”  I am thrilled to 
consider the fact that in our 
church we can find tomorrows 
leaders and pastors and mis-
sionaries.  In our church we are 
grooming the teachers of gen-
erations to come.  May God stir 
us to be faithful in mentoring, 
and modeling, and encourag-
ing the wonderful young people 
he has put in to our care.  What 
joy it will be to watch God’s 
powerful hand on the lives of 
the young men and young 
women that will face tomor-
row’s spiritual challenges. Let’s 
be faithful in passing the torch! 

Mark Matychuk 

  I recently attended our annual 
Pastor’s Conference in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan and found my-
self very encouraged and chal-
lenged by the fellowship with 
godly leaders from across the 
country. One session laid a par-
ticular burden on my heart that 
seems fitting to address in this 
context.  As Bruce Kemper, 
once president of Grace Bible 
College, shared on the “Faithful-
ness of the Shepherd”, I found 
myself uniquely burdened for our 
church.  You see, a great part of 
what he said dealt with the faith-
fulness and longevity of pastors 
in the ministry today.  The pres-
sures and expectations that are 
laid on those in ministry are cer-
tainly high and increasing.  Per-
sonally, it is a wonderful thing for 
me to have a sense of God’s call 
to ministry and His summons to 
this particular work in our new 
location.  As he continued, what 
challenged me afresh is the 
question of who will follow and 
take the challenge in the future. 
Who will take the handoff?  Who 
will grasp hold of the torch? Who 
will lead the charge in the face of 
tomorrow’s spiritual battles? I 
am confronted by these ques-
tions and I am burdened by 
them as well.   

“Passing the Torch”  

   Snow shovels have been 
cleaned and put away and now 
the lawn rakes and mowers are 
up and attem'.  That’s the activ-
ity taking place at the Bakkes. 
Larry and Carolyn have their 
own lawn care/handy man busi-
ness. We're used to "---- and 
son" business cards, however, 
sans son, Larry is blessed with 
three "suns" - shining wife Caro-
lyn and two lovely daughters, 

Mari living in the Nashville, 
Tennessee area and Merodie, 
living in Grantsburg,Wisconsin. 
   Carolyn wandered down to 
the Twin Cities from Big Fork, 
Minnesota. She just happened 
to frequent a certain gas sta-
tion ---- driving in five different 
cars in three days. This caught 
the eye of a very interested 
young attendant who figured 
anyone owning five cars must 

have some big bucks! And 
that’s how they met. ( Now we 
all need to know that Larry 
loves a good story and won't 
let a few facts get in the way of 
telling one.) 
   Both Bakkes have been ex-
tremely active in Bethesda 
since 1970. They have served 
on boards, Deaconesses and  
taught Sunday School. Carolyn  

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Encourager   
If you have an event or news you 

would like to have published, 
please submit articles to the 

church office by the third  
Tuesday of the month. 

 

e-mail: bethesda@ 
bethesdachurch.com 
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SALE OF CHURCH - We are leasing our 
old building in Minneapolis to “In the 
Word Church” while they obtain financing 
to purchase it.  Pray for God’s continued 
leading and blessing to this congregation.   
HARRIET SWANSON - (husband, Don) 
Praise the surgery to replace her pace-
maker went very well.  They were able to 
do the least amount of surgery and she 
went home the same day!  Address: 3827 
22nd Ave. S., Mpls., MN 55407. 
DON KOUKAL - (wife, Rindy) He has 
been diagnosed with colon cancer and 
had surgery on April 25.  The surgery was 
a great success.  Pray for a quick and 
careful healing.  Address: 4412 McColl 
Drive, Savage, MN 55378. 
JIM CROWNOVER - (wife, Betty) Pray 
for him as they continue to talk to doctors 
about robotic heart bypass surgery.  
There is a surgeon and satellite clinic in 
Weston, Florida about a 3 hour drive from 
them.  Pray for clear direction.  Address: 
2402 Davis Circle, Sebring, FL 33870. 
GRACE JENSEN - She is continuing to 
recover from surgery and moved to a 
care center.  Praise it went well.   Ad-
dress: 5800 St. Croix Ave., #W316, 
Golden Valley, MN 55422.  

Bethesda Family & Friends Prayer Requests 
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still teaches 4-6th grade girls and 
AWANA and you see her joyous face 
singing in the choir. Larry continues in the 
Sunday School office and is our unoffi-
cial, ever-lasting, big bear-hug greeter. 
They enjoy meeting new people. 
   They have 20 acres and a cabin in the 
Big Fork area where they can relax and 
recharge their batteries now and then. 
Larry has suffered a couple of strokes 
and a heart attack but he is so very 
thankful the Lord has blessed him with 
complete recovery. And Carolyn just 
keeps on a-goin' like the energizer bunny, 
smiling all the way. 
   Larry has what he calls a "perverse" 
sense of humor.... not to be confused with 
"perverted"!  Example: "The customer is 
always right----except when he's wrong"! 
Carolyn just raises her eyebrows, shakes 
her head and smiles with a "here -we-go-
again" look. 
 These two are a delight to be around and 
a real blessing to our Bethesda family. 

Shirley Calvin, Reporter  

EMMA GREEN - (Parents: Dave/Jenny)  
Praise she is doing well and continuing 
to recover at home following surgery to 
remove her appendix. Their family has 
been blessed by all the people praying 
for her. Address:  331 S. LaFayette St., 
Shawano, WI 54166.   
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April Birthdays 

5-01  Tony Berglund  
5-04  Anita Stokes 
5-05  Marques Olson 
5-06  John Johnson 
5-06  Gladys Olson 
5-06  Wanda Teply 
5-08  Marcy Dugan 
5-08  Ellsworth Schwandt 
5-09  Ailyse Matychuk 
5-10  Ron Jones 
5-11  Alan Larson 
5-14  Anthony Kalkis 
5-15  Andrea Osterlund 
5-15  Hazel Sinclair 
5-17  Shirley Calvin 
5-17  Forrest Francis 
5-18  Wally Johnson 
5-18  Gary O’Day 
5-19  Mary Vellani 
5-20  Darlene Cherry 
5-20  Grace Schultze 
5-21  Grace Jensen 
5-21  Mary Ann Nelson 
5-23  Ethan Johnson 
5-26  Issac Johnson 
5-27  Lindsay Nelson 
5-27  Josh Lein 
5-28  Candy Davis 
5-28  Kay Haakenson 
5-29  Rosalie Miller 
5-29  Heidi Oliver 
5-31  Sunny Arndt 
 

Anniversaries 
     May  7     Kurt & Jill Dahmen 
     May 15    Charles & Pam Myhra 
     May 16    Howard & Emilie Helberg 
     May 16    Bob & Mary Nelson 
     May 26    Jim & Linnae Knoll  
     May 27    Aaron & Denise Triplett 
     May 30    Paul & Melody Zunker 
     May 31    Dale & Marcy Dugan   
 

Missionary Birthdays 
5-04  Amy Sorteberg 
5-06  Taylor Reed 
5-09  Tim Meier 
5-12  Steve Sherman 
5-15  Don Sommer 
5-16  Lucas Crouse  
5-18  Aaron Liesinger  
5-20  Sandi Spooner 
5-20  Kim Hodgson 
5-26  Jerry Olson 
5-27  Subash Muthyala 
5-29  Sabrina Muthyala 
   

Missionary Anniversary  
     May 7      David & Lynn Sorteberg 
     May 12    Jon & Theresa Marshall  
     May 17    Kevin & Lisa Crouse  
     May 17    Dan & Nancy Spooner  

   We are happy to announce that Life Line 
Screening (provider of preventive health 
screenings)  will be at Bethesda Church 
on Tues., May 23 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
They will be offering four low cost, non-
invasive preventative screenings: stroke/
carotid artery, abdominal aortic aneurysm, 
peripheral arterial disease and osteoporosis 
screenings. These non-invasive, completely 
painless screenings use Doppler ultrasound 
technology.   
   The tests are fast and accurate, providing 
results for you to review with your personal 
physician.  
   Appointments are required.  Call for 
priority appointments at: 1-800-324-1851.  
    For more information pick up a flyer in 
the church foyer or visit their website at  
www.lifelinescreening.com.   
 

4 Test in Less Than 1 Hour  
that could SAVE YOUR LIFE!   
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Community Service 
Thursday, May 4, 2006  

7:00 p.m.  
 

Lakefront Park 
Prior Lake Indoor Pavilion  

Join us as we gather with members 
of our community to pray for the 

leaders of our community, state and 
nation.  Bethesda Church’s worship 

team will provide the music.   



Flowers are poppin', birds 
are singin' , the squirrels 
and chippies are doin' 
gymnastics on the church 
lawn 'cause Andy Papu-
las brings them corn 
every now and then. He 

even leaves a chunk of cheese for me.  
   Harold Peterson writes a fun, little 
news letter, "The Weekly Harold". It 
started just for family and friends but word 
got out and "family and friends" have ex-
ploded! Here's a sample: "You can't plow 
a field just by turning it over in your mind" 
or "You oughta go on a diet if your knees 
buckle but your belt doesn't" and 
"budgeting is like golf...you drive hard to 
get too the green and end up in the hole". 
   Next time you see Tony Kalkis ask to 
see the picture book of all the lovely 
wood carving he's done. Everything from 
dolphins to eagles, flowers and the empty 
tomb which is always displayed on our 
communion table at Easter. What a tal-
ent! 
  I was squirreled away in my secret hid-
ing place early one Sunday morning and 
saw the sweetest thing: Amber Zunker 

was sitting with Mary Ann Dalbey read-
ing her a story! 
   Dale Dugan's folks celebrated their 
57th anniversary last month. Bob said, 
"You picked a fine time to love me 
Lucille". She's still so cute he wanted to 
marry her all over again. Marcy planned 
a great family get-together. I'll tell you a 
secret....the food was so good I almost 
got stuck getting back into my hole after 
scurrying under tables catching crumbs! 
   Steve Gowdy and family  had a well 
deserved vacation visiting cousins in 
Mobile, Alabama for golf, fishing, 
beach-combing and sight-seeing. They 
were called on to share their talents. 
Steve preached twice, Darlene provided 
her special music and they helped with 
"Coached By Christ", an AWANA-type 
program. The high spot was their ad-
venture at Pass Christian, Mississippi. 
God's Katrina Kitchen was started by 
one man and his grill providing burgers 
for hurricane victims. That expanded to 
two guys and grills, then on to many, 
plus tents with provisions from clothing 
to toys to furniture and food. Church 
vans and crews were helping every-

Wally 
Sez... 

where. A local Wal-Mart (which was blown 
into the trees) cleared its parking lot for a 
tent and trailer village. In Katrina's Kitchen 
stood a huge cross labeled, "Lay Your 
Burden's Down" where folks could pin 
their prayer requests. Joy's was a prayer 
of thanksgiving for her cousins safety and 
of hope for all.  Remember to pray for the 
folks continuing to cleanup and rebuild.   
   On May 3, 6:45 p.m. we will have the 
Awana Awards and Closing Program.  
Congratulations to Anthony Phillips , who 
earned the Sparky Award for completing 
all three handbooks while he was in 
Sparks.  The Timothy Award goes to 
Mariah Heaps, Lindsay Nelson, Andrew 
Brandt and Luke Gowdy.  They com-
pleted all four Truth and Training hand-
books while they have been in Awana.  I 
can’t even count how many Bible verses 
that equals but it’s a great to have all 
those verses memorized!  Great Job!   
   Enjoy the beautiful Spring weather and 
watch the flowers beginning to bloom.   
                      See you next month… 

                             WALLY  
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May 2006
Bethesda Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

6:00 PM CE Committee
Meeting

7:00 PM Impact Sr.
High Youth

6:45 PM AWANA Clos-
ing Program

8:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
National Day of

Prayer

Understanding Your
Bible Conference

8:00 AM Prayer Gathering

Les Feldick speaking
9:30 AM & 10:50 AM

9:30 AM SS & Adult Classes
10:25 AM Coffee Fellowship
10:50 AM Worship Service

7:00 PM Impact Sr.
High Youth

6:45 PM JAM Jr. High
7:00 PM Bible Study
8:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Grace Bible College
Graduation

8:00 AM Prayer Gathering

MOTHER'S DAY
9:30 AM SS & Adult Classes
10:25 AM Coffee Fellowship
10:50 AM Worship Service

7:00 PM Impact Sr.
High Youth

7:00 PM Trustee Board
Meeting

6:45 PM JAM Jr. High
7:00 PM Bible Study
8:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

8:00 AM Prayer Gathering
9:00 AM Pastor's Welco-

me Class
9:30 AM Missions Trip

Meeting

9:30 AM SS & Adult Classes
10:25 AM Coffee Fellowship
10:50 AM Worship Service
12:30 PM Teachers Train-

ing Session

"Bring a Friend" to
Sunday School

Life Line Screening
- Beginning 9:00

AM
7:00 PM Impact Sr.

High Youth

6:45 PM JAM Jr. High
7:00 PM Bible Study

6:30 PM Women's Crafts
and Scrapbooking

NGYC Work Weekend
May 26 - May 29

8:00 AM Prayer Gathering

9:30 AM SS & Adult Classes
10:25 AM Coffee Fellowship
10:50 AM Worship Service

NGYC Youth Retreat 5-6-7

CALLING THE CHURCH 
OFFICE?   Please ONLY use 

our new number, 952-226-6651.   

Beginning June 4, 2006 
NEW Summer Sunday Services:   

            9:00 a.m.  Sunday School  
            9:55 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
          10:15 a.m.  Morning Worship 

 

 

9:00 am  to 4:00 pm 

Beginning at 9:00 am 
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Summer 2006 Schedule  
May 5-6-7             Spring Youth Retreat -Dwight Anderson  
                             Cost:  $75.00  
 
May 26-29            WORK WEEKENDS -- FREE  
& June 2-4  
 
June 21-25           Young Adult Retreat - Randy Hughes 
 
June 30-July 8      Counselors Training   
 

Time Camp  -- Journey Through the Bible 
July 9-15          Junior Week, 3-5 grades - Floyd Baker, Jr.  
 
July 16-22        Intermediate Week, 5-7 grades - Steve Gowdy    
 
July 23-29       Junior High Week,  8-9 grades - Paul MacDonald 
 
July 30-Aug. 5   Sr. High Week, 10-Graduates - Ken Kemper 
 
For Registration Information and Health 
Forms go to their website at www.ngyc.org.  
They also have lots of pictures from camp 
last summer and the retreats on their 
website.  Kids... Check it out!   
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Register for camp by picking up a 

brochure and mailing it to 
Northern Grace Youth Camp.   

Bethesda Church 
15033 Hwy. 13 South 
Prior Lake, MN  55372  
 
www.bethesdachurch.com  
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