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His Eyes are Upon Us...

As we enter into the new year we find our-
selves once again with an opportunity to
take stock in our lives and to honestly
evaluate the dimensions of progress we
have experienced. Itis wonderful to real-
ize that God cares about every aspect of
our existence and He cares about the
choices we make along the way. One of
the meaningful pictures of scripture that
has spoken to my heart is the watchful-
ness of God over us. In Proverbs 5:21 we
are reminded “...for the ways of man are
before the eyes of the Lord and He
watches all his paths.” “His eyes are
searching”,... “His eyes see everything”,...
“He looks to and fro”,..."His eyes are in
every place”. In Jeremiah God’s word to
us is awesome. “Am | a God who is near,”
declares the Lord, “and not a God far off?”
“Can a man hide himself in hiding places,
so | do not see him?” declares the Lord,
“Do | not fill the heavens and the earth?”

It is an essential and wonderful part of my
walk with the Lord to recall in every cir-
cumstance that He sees me! For me that
is a great joy! |1 am not afraid of His gaze.
| am glad for it! | know that in a wonderful
way as He looks upon us as His children,
His eyes are filled with love. Isn'tit true
that there is something so wonderful when
we look into eyes that are filled with love?
Even if there is a problem, a mishap, or
even a disobedience, it is a deep pleasure
to look into eyes filled with love. We re-
joice that the “eyes of the Lord are upon
me..."

As we step into the challenges of the new
year, with it's countless decisions and fre-
guent opportunities of obedience or dis-
obedience,... our sense of His watchful-
ness is so important. Paul makes it clear
that our motivation can’t be the pleasing of
men but that we should do all things “as

unto the Lord.” In Psalm 139 we find a
wonderful expression of the intimacy David
found in his walk with the Lord. He cele-
brates how the Lord had “searched me”
and “known me” in verse one. To know
God “understands my thoughts” and
“knows my words before they are spoken,”
is profound in verses two and four. In
verse three David acknowledges that God
“scrutinizes my path and is intimately ac-
quainted with all my ways.” God’s knowl-
edge of us is “wonderful” and “high” in
verse six. Through out this passage we
see how we cannot escape His watch. In
verses 17 and 18, | love seeing how His
thoughts toward me are vast in number so
much that they would out number the
sands of the sea!

| am eager for the New Year and | am ex-
cited about what the Lord might bring. But
| find my soul nourished by the fact that His
eyes are upon me. Because His eyes are
on me | am often reminded in my heart of
who | am living for. | am rebuked by His
gaze because He watches me in every
step | take. In the end it doesn't matter
what people see in us, it matters what God
sees in us! His watchfulness also instructs
me, as the psalmist wrote, "I will instruct
you, counsel you with my eye upon you!”
So often that has been a reality in my life
and | look forward to tomorrow with confi-
dence because His eye is upon me. He is
the one who helps in time of need. He
does in very sufficient ways because He is
watching and is intimately aware of our
every inner thought and every outward
circumstance. His gaze assures us for we
are not alone, His eyes upon me
encourage me to go forward in faith be-
cause each step prompted by Him brings
me closer to fulfilling His desires and pur-
poses for my life.

Pastor Mark Matychuk
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The beautiful Christmas season is
past. However, the blessings of the
season are ours forever. Praise the
Wally | Lord!

Sez ..| The special events of December at
Bethesda were so meaningful. The
Ladies’ Christmas Tea on Dec. 2 was
so beautiful. The Chapel was decorated with icicle
lights, candle light and Christmas trees by the
platform. The tables were decorated with special
tea plates and cups. A cherry trifle and trays of
Christmas cookies were a delight to the eye and
palate! Special music included Christmas carols
and soloist, Darlene Gowdy. Gretchen Matychuk
shared about our theme “Christmas... A Promise
Kept.” She showed through scriptures God’s
promises through the ages to the confirmation of the
birth of Christ. Wonderful!

On December 11, the choir under the direction of
Kathy Matychuk, presented the cantata “All Is Calm,
All Is Bright.” The program was attended by over
200 people! The true message of Christmas was
clearly presented. The acoustics in the new
sanctuary really create a beautiful sound! If you'd
like to hear the cantata and download a copy, go to
the website: www.bethesdachurch.com and click on
sermons. You will see the cantata listed there. It
sounds beautiful!

Following the cantata we enjoyed our annual
“Christmas Banquet.” The Fellowship Hall was full
of families - about 225 people attended. A special
thanks to Marcy Dugan, coordinator and her many
volunteers! The menu featured cranberry almond
pasta salad, Rolls, stuffed chicken breast with cranberry
sauce, roasted red potatoes with herbs, lemon-
herbed green bean and pumpkin gingerbread trifle
for dessert. See page 3 for trifle recipe.

The children presented the program “Free Gift” on
Sun., Dec. 18 under the direction of Mary Nelson
and her assistants, Beth Osterlund and Ronn Gunn.
The story took place in a store where shoppers were
asked about their purchases and then invited to take
a free qift. Each shopper shared why they did not
want the gift and what they thought Christmas was
all about. The last shopper stopped and listened to
the two angels (dressed as store managers) and
accepted the free gift. The gift of eternal life through
the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Praise for the opportunity to share the real message
of the Christ child. The children did a wonderful job!
We especially liked the rappers - Andrew, Jonathan
and Luke. The sunglasses and hats were very hip!

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was a
special time of worship and reflection. The sanctuary

was aglow in candlelight as 230 people sang
Christmas carols and worshiped together. Praise!

On Christmas Day we had our regular Sunday
morning worship service and continued to reflect on
Christmas 2005.

We are now looking forward to the New Year's Eve
Family Countdown, Saturday, Dec. 31 beginning at
7:00 p.m. We will begin with a “pizza contest” and
group games. There will also be the annual
scavenger hunt and this year we will have games in
our new gym! We are looking forward to this time
together.

Many folks had family visiting from far away and
some of our folks traveled. Here are a few reports:

We have learned that Kay Haakenson flew to
Florida on Dec. 18 where she met Louise Danley.
They spent some time with Kay’s sister and family
and drove to Louise’s trailer. Louise has sold it and
they packed up some things and then drove the long
way back to Minnesota. Kay came home just in time
for shoulder surgery scheduled for January 5.

Agnes Stein was delighted to have son, Bob and
his wife come to Minneapolis from Chicago for
Christmas Eve. They have been celebrating together
for many years. Her granddaughter, Karen and her
family live in Mendota Heights and they went over
there for Christmas Day dinner.

Dorothy Mattias wrote she is doing okay now after
her triple heart by-pass surgery last spring. She
doesn’t remember much about her hospital stay but
was told the surgery saved her life! Her two sons
and families live in Michigan and they come to see
her whenever possible. She says, “God is good,
keep looking up!”

It's been wonderful to see our college kids back to
be with family. Carrie Anderson, Savannah Gowdy,
Celeste Anderson, David Anderson (short visit), Ann
Ebert, Nathan Matychuk and Marques Olson have
all been home. Pray for Ann Ebert as she goes to
Guatemala on Jan. 5 for a short missions trip. She
is going with a group from Taylor University and they
will be doing work to create a well for a village. Pray
for opportunities for sharing the Lord.

Have a great 2006!
See you next month - Wally

The Encourager
If you have an event or news you would like to have
published, please submit articles to the church
office by the third Tuesday of the month.

e-mail: bethesda@bethesdachurch.com
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Recipe for a Happy New Year

Take twelve whole months. Clean them thoroughly
of all bitterness, hate, and jealousy. Make them just
as fresh and clean as possible.

Now cut each month into twenty-eight, thirty, or
thirty-one different part, but don’'t make up the whole
batch at once. Prepare it one day at a tie out of
these ingredients.

Mix well into each day one part of faith, one part of
patience, one part of courage, and one part of work.
Add to each day one part of hope, faithfulness,
generosity, and kindness. Blend with one part
prayer, one part meditation, and one good deed.
Season the while with a dash of good spirits, a
sprinkle of fun, a pinch of play, and a cupful of good
humor.

www.bethesdachurch.com

Check this out!

We now will have sermons available to listen to on
your PC or you can download them in mp3 format.
Instructions are on the website. Just click on
“Sermons.” Then click your right mouse button on
the sermon title and select "save as" to save to your
hard drive. Then you can play it back and listen to it
from your hard drive or upload to your iPod or mp3
player. If you have any questions, email Pastor
Dwight at: pastordwight@bethesdachurch.com.

Nov. 20, 2005
"I Thank God for You!" Phil.1:3-11

Nov. 23, 2005
Special Thanksgiving Service

Nov. 27, 2005
"ldentifying the Savior" John 1:1-5

Dec. 4, 2005
"Witnessing the Savior" John 1:6-9,29-34

Dec. 11, 2005
"Receiving the Savior" John 1:1-13

Dec. 11, 2005
Bethesda Choir Christmas Cantata

Chef’'s Corner
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At our Christmas Banguet we enjoyed this delicious
dessert. It is from the kitchen of Linnae Knoll.

Pumpkin Gingerbread Trifle

1 Gingerbread Mix in a box
1 Large box cook and serve vanilla pudding (5.1 0z)
1 12 oz cool whip
1 Pumpkin Pie Mix in a can (30 0z)
(Note: Be sure to get pumpkin pie MIX)
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 tsp cinnamon or cardamom (I used cinnamon)
Gingersnaps for topping

Make gingerbread and cool, Make pudding and
cool. Mix pumpkin pie mix with 1/2 cup brown sugar
and 1/4 tsp cinnamon fold into pudding. In a large
footed bowl (if available) crumble about 1/3 of
gingerbread into bottom of dish, pour about 1/3 of
pumpkin/pudding mix on top of gingerbread, spread
a layer of cool whip over pudding mix. Repeat layers
until all items are gone, cool whip should be the top
layer than crush gingersnaps and sprinkle on top.

Put the Bible in Your Heart

Study it with heart.

Approach Scripture with enthusiasm! The psalmist
describes the anticipation of learning God’s precepts this
way: “How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!” Psalm 119:103)

Take it to heart.

I have lived long enough to realize that | desperately need
truth in my life. By now, I've gotten just enough
intelligence to be dangerous. I've gotten just enough of
man’s wisdom to know it isn’t trustworthy. | need His yes
and no, His light to expose my darkness, His precepts to
steel my convictions. His Word provides all that.

Learn it by heart.

Tradition tells us that the Jewish mothers of the first
century taught their children to pray, “Into Your hands |
commit my spirit” (Psalm 31:5). During Jesus’ last hour
on the cross, He repeated that same Scripture, most likely
having memorized it as a child at Mary’s knee. | don’t
know of any discipline that will transform thoughts better
than memorizing the Word. How urgently we need truth
riveted to our hears.

Charles R. Swindoll from “Insights* Newsletter
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This year we have seven Sunday Night Satellite Small Groups to choose from located throughout the area.
Five of the groups will be using the book entitled “Grace Walk” by Steve McVey. One of the groups will be
using “Classic Christianity” and one will be using “Understanding Your Bible.” Call the host/hostess to let
them know you are coming and purchase the book on Sundays from the main office. Satellite small groups

begin Jan. 8 or Jan. 15.

“Grace Walk” Small Groups

TOPIC: Five of the groups will be using the book
entitled “Grace Walk” by Steve McVey. His study of
the Christian walk from the grace perspective is
entirely challenging and thought provoking. We will
work together through the various topics the book
presents and make scriptural and personal
applications along the way.

DAY/TIME: Sunday Nights, twice a month
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

LOCATIONS/CONTACT PERSONS:

Steve & Darlene Gowdy
9105 Preserve Trail, Shakopee, 55379
952-890-6953

Mark & Kathy Matychuk
13312 Penn Ave. S., Burnsville, 55337
952-882-1526

Jim & Linnae Knoll  (6:00 -7:30 p.m.)
10106 Pillsbury Ave. S., Bloomington, 55420
952-881-0192

Mary Ann Dalbey
5015 35th Ave. S., #610, Minneapolis, 55417
612-729-6723

Dale & Marcy Dugan
2539 83rd Ct. N., Brooklyn Park, 55444
763-561-6142

“Classic Christianity” Small Group

CONTACT PERSONS: Dwight & Darlene
Anderson, 952-435-3847

TOPIC: “Classic Christianity : Life’s Too Short to
Miss the Real Thing” by Bob George. Drawing on
his own struggles and years of teaching and
counseling experience, Bob cuts right to the heart of
why many Christians start out as enthusiastic
believers but end up merely “going through the
motions” of the Christian life.

LOCATION: 15056 Portland Avenue South,
Burnsville, 55306
DAY/TIME: Sunday Nights, twice a month,
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

“Understanding Your Bible”
Small Group

CONTACT PERSONS: Don & Rindy Koukal,
952-808-8676

TOPIC: We will be studying through the book
“Understanding Your Bible” by Craig MacDonald.
We will also make use of the accompanying video
series. Our course facilitator will be Vern Hendrick-
son and we invite you to join us for this interesting
overview of Dispensationalism.

LOCATION: Don & Rindy Koukal, 4412 McColl
Drive, Savage, 55378

DAY/TIME: Sunday Nights, twice a month,
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
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May God Bless You
on Your Birthday

January Birthdays
1-07 Dorothy Flanders 1-20 Nathan Matychuk
1-08 Howard Helberg  1-21 Zack Lind

1-09 Don Koukal 1-21 Marilyn Melton
1-09 Vincent Martin 1-23 Andy Papulas
1-11 Bob Schauer 1-25 Grace Dahmen
1-14 Jim Crownover 1-26 David Matychuk
1-14 Ed Jankowski 1-26 Margaret Peterson
1-14 Dorie Johnson 1-27 Bob Nelson

1-14 Merlin Keller 1-31 Bob Juneau

1-14 Angela Toeller 1-31 Dwight Anderson
1-18 Jennifer Brown 1-31 Jeremy Oliver

Missionary Birthdays
1-08 Rachel Roth 1-23 Talo Vergara
1-12 Gomer Indino 1-24 Nene Indino
1-21 CIiff Lee

Missionary Praise and Prayer Requests

CARLOS & CARMEN SCHMIDT - This past year
we have been supporting a national pastor, Carlos
and Carmen in South Brazil through Things to Come
Mission. He recently gave us this update. “Here is
our report on the blessings of year-end Christmas
special outreach evangelistic programs. These are
really continuations of similar activities carried out
during the year. At a recent Fall Adult and Youth
Retreat, 160 attended with co-workers giving some
of the Bible Studies. Under the Holy Spirit
conviction, the Lord blessed with decisions to accept
Christ as personal Savior. Pray especially for a
January 8th evangelistic effort in a somewhat
inaccessible mountainous area that now is very
receptive to the Gospel. We are very thankful for
the prayers and financial support of Bethesda
Church.”

AARON LIESINGER - (He's with Campus Crusade in
the Middle East for one year.) Pray for open hearts as
the Campus Crusade team shares the Gospel
message with the students on the college
campuses. They have 500 special Christmas
stockings to handout. Also pray for their safety.
TALO VERGARA - (Grace Ministries, Intl., Bolivia)
Pray for him as he is making plans to join the
Olson’s in Bolivia at the end of January. He is
currently in Uruguay with his family and working at
the church there. Pray for him with all the adjust-
ments of moving into a new ministry.

Pray for
Qne Anothe

Praise and Prayer Requests
PRAISE! Bill and Patsy Jones welcomed “Claire
Elizabeth Jones” into the world on December 23.
She was 8 Ibs., 7 0z. and 21-1/2" long. She is
welcomed by brothers, Blake and Adam. Their
address is: 5104 Pondsedge Lane, Prior Lake, MN
55372, 952-440-4908.
ZACH GOWDY - Praise - his knee surgery went
very well on Dec. 28. (He had been injured while
wrestling.) He is continuing to recover at home and
he could start wrestling again by next week!
DOROTHY FLANDERS - She is making steady
progress following heart surgery. She’s back at her
apartment and receives daily therapy and care. You
can send her a card c/o her daughter, Joni Smith,
8124 Vincent Ave. S., Bloomington, MN 55431.
KAREN CARLSON - (Wife of Dr. Jim Carlson) She’s
recovering from surgery for a brain tumor and
doctors are very optimist. If you'd like to send her a
card use their Michigan address: Dr. & Mrs. James
Carlson, 3390 Tuscany SE, Grand Rapids, Mi
49549. She had the surgery at St. Mary’s Hospital
in Rochester, MN.
ANGIE CARLSON - (Cousin to the Matychuk’s and
Myhra’s) She continues to recover from a serious
car accident and is making slow, steady progress.
Pray for healing and that she will wake up soon.
They have a website for you to visit and read about
Angie’s progress each day. You can also send a
word of greeting to them. Her parents are Trent and
Sue Carlson.

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/angiec

ANN EBERT - Pray for her as she leaves Jan. 4 for
a missions trip to Guatemala with about 14 other
Taylor University students. They will be constructing
a well and ministering to the people of a village.
GRACE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL has moved
to the Grace Bible College campus! Their mailing
address will remain: PO Box 9405, Grand Rapids,
MI 49509 and their phone humber, 616-241-5666
will be the same. Only the street address will change
to 1011 Aldon St. SW, Grand Rapids, Ml 49509.

Remember to check their website out for details
about the many missionary fields around the world!
www.gracem.org.
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A Thought for the New Year

“As for me, | shall call upon God, and the
LORD will save me. Evening and morning and
at noon, | will complain and murmur, and He
will hear my voice.”

Psalm 55:16-17 (NAS)

A Prayer
| knelt to pray but not for long,
| had too much to do.
I had to hurry and get to work
For bills would soon be due.

So | knelt and said a hurried prayer,
And jumped up off my knees.
My Christian duty was now done
My soul could rest at ease.

All day long | had no time
To spread a word of cheer.

No time to speak of Christ to friends,
They'd laugh at me I'd fear.

No time, no time, too much to do,
That was my constant cry,

No time to give to souls in need
But at last the time, the time! To die.
| went before the Lord, | came,
| stood with downcast eyes.

For in his hands God held a book;
It was the Book of Life.

God looked into his book and said
Your name | cannot find,
| once was going to write it down...
But never found the time!

author unknown

If Jesus is your Savior...

&

Your sins are forgiven.
Your guilt is atoned for.
Your past is removed.
Your future is secured.
You have peace in your heart.
You have purpose to your step.
Your have a song on your lips.
You are saved from hell.
You are right with God.
You are going to heaven.

Anne Graham Lotz
From “Just Give Me Jesus”

How to Grow As a Christian

P ray without ceasing ( | Thessalonians 5:17)
R ejoice in the Lord always (Philippians 4:4)

A dd to your faith, virtue (Il Peter 1:5)

Y e have not because you ask not (James 4:2)

W hatsoever he said unto you, do it (John 2:5)

O nly fear the Lord and serve Him (I Samuel 12:24)
R emember the words of the Lord Jesus (Acts 20:35)
K eep thyself pure (I Timothy 5:22)

G o into all the world and preach (Mark 16:15)

I n all they ways acknowledge Him (Proverbs 3:6)
V ow and pray unto the Lord your God (Psalm 76:11)
E ndure hardness as a good solider of Christ

(I Timothy 2:3)

Prime Timers are invited to...
“Minnesota Vespers”

Sun., January 8, 2006 - 4:30 p.m.
St. Louis Park Evangelical Free Church
6805 Minnetonka Boulevard

Hymns, Gospel Songs, Scripture and Mediations in
Traditional Style. Come and sing 10 favorite
hymns and gospel songs.

Gordon Ahlquist, organ; Joan Lindstrom, piano;
Jim Anderson, Flute Soloist; Tim Johnson, solo

Tim Johnson’s Meditation:
“Living Life With Your Eyes Wide Open”
A Ministry of Minnesota Church

Ministries Association

Questions? Call: 952-934-6777
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“Making a Positive Impact
in this World for Christ!”

Join us every Tuesday Night!
7:00-8:30 p.m. Grades 9th-12th

Special thanks to our leadership team:
Adriana Grund, Marcy Dugan, Aaron & Denise
Triplett and Pastor Dwight Anderson.

|

Mark your calendars now
Jan. 4, Wed. JAM Restart for the New Year!

Jan. 10, Tues. Impact Restart for the
New Year!

Jan. 20, Fri. 7-11pm Jr. High Lions Den

Sat., Jan. 21

Snow Tubing at

Ecko Backen
Scandia, Minnesota

Leave church at 9:30 a.m. with your
snow gear! Cost: $9.50 per person for lift
ticket, bring lunch or money to buy lunch.
We will return to church by 4:00 p.m.

(6th graders invited too)

Jan. 21, Sat. 9:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Snow
Tubing at Ecko Backen for Impact Sr. High.

Feb. 5 Super Bowl Outreach Party for ALL.

Jr. Highers - 7th & 8th Grade

JAM - “Jesus & Me”
Every Wednesday - 6:45-8:15 p.m.

Come to our
SupchowI Pa"y
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Fun, Food, Special Outreach - “Power to Win”
half time DVD, Prizes and a gift for everyone!

Meet at the Gowdy’s home, 9105 Preserve
Trail, Shakopee, MN 55379.

Special thanks to our leadership team: Ray and Lori
Crumb, Chris Hunter, Dwight & Darlene Anderson.

Lions Den Outreach

Friday, January 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
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Women Mark Your Calendars

Annual Bethesda
Women's Winter Retreat

March 10, 11, 12, 2006

Mount Olivet Retreat Center
Farmington, Minnesota

We look forward to a wonderful time of sharing and
studying God’s Word together with our guest
speaker, Cathy Hansen. Registration information
will be available in February and/or call the main
office.

Note: We will also have a planning meeting on
Jan. 8 following the morning service for those
interested in helping with the upcoming retreat.

St AR e

Board/Committee Meetings:
All meetings are at church unless noted.

Nominating Committee
morning service.

- Sun., Jan. 1, following

Trustee Board - Tuesday, Jan. 10, 7:00 p.m.

Missions Committee - Tues., Jan. 17, 7:00 p.m. at
Bruce & Carol Anderson’s, Bloomington.

Elder Board - Saturday, Jan. 21, 9:00 a.m.

CE Committee - Monday, Jan. 23, 6:00 p.m. Meet at
Perkins, 494 & France Ave., Edina.

“Encouraging One Another”
Every Monday
7:00-8:30 p.m.

Ladies, are you looking for a
new Bible study group? Then
join us! We are continuing to study the book
“Encouraging One Another” by Women of Faith.

God planned ahead for all your gloomy days. In
fact, He’s arranged for encouragement to be right
there, waiting for you to discover it. You only need
to know where to look! Words of encouragement
can always be found in the Bible, but He gave each
of us the ability to console and encourage, as well.
God is always with us, and we're all in this thing
together. So, let's encourage one another along the
way! We meet at Pam Olson’s, 5131 34th Ave. S.,
Minneapolis. Carol Anderson leads the discussion
and prayer time. Call Carol if you have any
questions, 952-881-8054.

Annual Church
Business Meeting

February 5,

Sunday, February 5

Mark your calendar to attend our annual Bethesda
Church Business Meeting. We will have a potluck
dinner in the Fellowship Hall first and then the
meeting.

ALL reports are due to the office

by Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2006.

Women'’s Crafts &
Scrapbooking Night

This month we will meet on Thursday, January 19
from 6:30 p.m. to ? Bring a craft project you are
working on or your scrapbooking project. You may
also bring a treat to share.

Call Kathy Matychuk, 952-882-1526,
if you have any questions.

/

Every Wednesday Night - 6:45 - 8:15 p.m.

~

For Boys & Girls ages 3 Years -- 6th Grade

January 4  Mystery Night

January 11  Halfway Night

January 18  Favorite Sweatshirt Night
January 25 M & M Night
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