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The Same Message on All Our Hearts We couldn’'t have been prepared for the wonder-
Pastor Mark Matychuk ful blessings of our first Sundays and the won-
derful outpouring of interest in what God is do-
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We find ourselves praising the Lord because ing in this congregation. The stories are count-
His faithfulness and the tremendous sense ¢ less of how the Lord has drawn individuals to
His hand guiding our each and every step. become a part of this church. So many have
We rejoiced in so many ways as we enjoyed cOme with curiosity, others with specific convic-
the process of preparing our church and sar tions, and many others with hope in their hearts
tuary for ministry and outreach into this new as they have been searching for a specific kind
community. It is truly a special thing when Of church and are praying that perhaps Bethesda
people work hard and laugh hard at the sam could become their church home. What a joy it
time. There is an overflow in attitude and has been for us to meet so many new people, to
heart that is given of the Lord. As the days Study the scriptures with men and women and
counted off toward our first Sunday at the ne kids that could very well become some of our
church, we were amazed and blessed to see dearest friends in the days to come. Whether

goals reached that days earlier seemed tota meeting for lunch, talking on the phone, visiting
out of reach. God is good! with warm cookies in hand, or just getting to

know one another while standing in the foyer,

We were so delighted as we shared togethe We have all shared the same joy! The joy of

getting this facility ready. The twinkle in Ver opening our hearts and arms to others in the
Hendrickson’s eye as the new sign went up Name of Jesus Christ. Over and over the same

and the fun we all had in seeing it lit for the Wwords could be heard, and often accompanied
first time. The blessing of Al Larson bringing With tears of joy. “Isn’t God wonderful! What a
all his big equipment and he and Derrick rip- JoY that He has led us in steps of faith! What an
ping out bushes and pulling out stuff and pla absolute blessing to experience His affirmation
ing trees. Wow! And then there were the gu and to witness His desire to make us fruitful for
pouring in sweat in trying to take apart the o him!

sanctuary flooring and platforms. We are gc _ .
ing to have to start a new club.... the “I And then, if these things weren’t enough, we

stepped on a nail at church” club. | think we came upon our Dedication Sunday with special
have about six or seven charter members. messages and greetings from Ken Kemper, Sam
And what a joy it has been to have such wor Vinton, and Frosty Hansen. We found ourselves
derful sound in the sanctuary and to be so overjoyed with the reality that this new building
blessed with the tireless work of Ed Jankow: We Will serve in belongs to the Lord. Itis His
wiring over five miles of new cable into our and we commit and consecrate it to Him for His

building and soldering countless connection: glory and the fulfillment of His good work. But,

| just loved watching my Dad, moving so the statement that could be heard all through this
slowly and yet painting stripe after stripe of t wonderful process it that “the people are the
parking lot. Ladies painting rooms, men buil ChUI’Ch and more than anythlng it is our desire
ing walls, others weeding and gardening witl to dedicate ourselves to a new work and a new

care, late hours in building a new platform ai challenge of representing Christ Jesus in the
installing screens and projectors, and countl Savage and Prior Lake area. The same message
efforts in cleaning and moving in to our new is on all our hearts. Lord, may you be honored
home. Our many labors together were acce and gIorlfled by the love, faith and obedience of
panied with the same smile and the same  this congregation as we seek to exalt you and lift
happy words, ... “Isn't it fun getting ready for You up in this community. We dedicate our

what God is going to do?” “Isn’t this the mo building, yes, but far more we dedicate ourselves
wonderful thing,....serving the Lord side by to serve you faithfully in the name of Jesus
side?!” Amen! And we all said Amen! Christ our Lord!
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October came and we are now in our
new location in the Prior Lake/Savage
area. Ouir first service on October 16,
showed God’s hand of love and

./ blessing upon us. We had 315
worshipers made up of Bethesda
regular attenders, friends, family and
many, many new friends from the area. Praise God
from whom all blessings flow!

We would like to take time here to thank all those
who worked so hard and faithfully in getting the new
facility ready. Also thanks to those who cleaned,
packed and unpacked all the equipment and “stuff”
from the old building. We had four Saturdays of
moving and cleaning. A special thanks to the women
who prepared meals on those Saturdays. It was a
welcome break and kept the troops energerized. So
many worked so diligently for long hours and we
thank all of you from the bottom of our hearts.

Our youth groups and Awana clubs are now
contining at our new location. We are seeing some
new families joining us. Praise!

On October 30 we had our special Dedication
Sunday. Our special guests included: Pres. Ken
Kemper, Grace Bible College; Dr. Sam Vinton,
President, Grace Ministries International; and
Pastor Frosty Hansen, President, Grace Gospel
Fellowship. Pres. Ken shared during the morning
worship service and challenged us to live “Inside-
Out Lives.” Following the morning service we had a
luncheon - our first in the new building! Marcy
Dugan coordinated the kitchen crew and we served
about 275 people!

At 2:00 p.m. we had an Open House for the
community and we gave them tours of our building
and talked to them about opportunities for them to
come and worship with us. At 3:00 p.m. we had the
Dedication Service. Pastor Frosty Hansen led the
congregation in a responsive reading of dedication.
Dr. Sam Vinton challenged us with a message to get
involved in knowing the newcomers and showing
them the love of Jesus Christ and the new life we
can have through Him. It was a wonderful day and
we give all the honor and glory to our Lord Jesus
Christ. We look forward to many years of ministry
here and we are encouraged by so many
newcomers.

Some of our folks have been traveling...

Andy and Corinne Papulas and Connie Papulas
had a wonderful trip to Hawaii. They did lots of sight-
seeing and enjoyed the beach and warm weather.

Bruce and Carol Anderson had a great trip to
Grand Rapids, Michigan to see their boys. While
there they helped Mark on a house project - adding

insulation and replacing two walls in the living room
of his house. They also had time to get acquainted
with David’s fiancée, Rachael’s family and make
some wedding plans.

Darlene Cherry will be making her annual fall trip
to see her brother and his family in California. She
will enjoy golfing and family times.

Mary Ann Dalbey writes... “An old friend, Dorothy
Monacelli came to visit me from San Diego,
California for two weeks in late September. We
were part of a group of five, that were on the Central
High School - Quest Staff. (Quest was the school
literary magazine.) While she was here we traveled
with Tim Johnson’s recent tour group to the
Arboretum, so we could once again enjoy the
autumn colors. We also played Scrabble every
night! What a great time we had reminiscing and
sharing!”

Betty and Jim Crownover reported that they
attended the Crownover Family Reunion in Arkansas
in September. Around 100 family members
attended including their son, Jeff and his wife, Lori.
It was so good to see them all. One of the highlights
was receiving a book written by a distant relative,
Jerry Crownover.

The Gospelite Class had a great get-together on
Oct. 21. Lynna and Bob Schauer brought their
pictures from their trip this summer to Alaska. What
fun! Also two new couples joined them. They
enjoyed lots of good food and fellowship together.

Two folks who came to Bethesda in the 70’s
recently passed away. Conrad Knutson and Jim
Danley. Pray for the wives of these men - Lucy
Knutson and Louise Danley as they adjust to this
time of loss. More info on page 5.

As we move into November, we are getting ready
for our Annual Missions Conference. Refer to page
4 with the complete schedule. On page 3 we have
photos of the families coming to share with us.

We also look forward to the “Thanksgiving Praise
Service” on Nov. 23, 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Ladies also mark your calendars on Friday,
December 2 for the annual Women'’s Christmas Tea.
Our theme “Christmas... A Promise Kept.”

See you next month and have
a blessed Thanksgiving.
Wally

The Encourager
If you have an event or news you would like to have
published, please submit articles to the church office
by the third Tuesday of the month.

e-mail: bethesda@bethesdachurch.com




The Encouragg 3

Bethesda Church

Sanctuary

Pastor Mark preaching.

Cory & Kim Hodgson
Grace Ministries Intl.
Candidates to Tanzania

Dan & Mary Sue Reed
Grace Ministries International
Candidates to Bolivia

Jeff & Sally Roth
Grace Ministries Intl.
Zambia

Bruce & Janet Swanson
Woycliffe Bible Translators

Choir singing.

Tim & Debbe Meier
Grace Ministries Intl.

Candidates to Zambia
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Around the World"

SUNDAY, November 6
10:50 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Introduction of Conference & Procession of Flags

TUESDAY, November 8

7:00 p.m. IMPACT Senior High Youth

We will have a special missions emphasis and corj
with questions about teen mission opportunities.

WEDNESDAY, November 9

6:00 p.m. Fellowship Meal

6:45 p.m. Awana Clubs Begin

7:00 p.m. Special Missions Celebration

A special word from each of our missionaries with
the Awana Clubs in the sanctuary.

7:45 p.m.Season of Prayer Meet in the Fireside
Room and Bruce Swanson will share a devotional,

THURSDAY, November 10
6:00 p.m. Fellowship Meal
7:00 p.m. Evening Service
Message: Cory Hodgson
Report & Testimony: Dan & Sue Reed

FRIDAY, November 11

6:00 p.m. Fellowship Meal

7:00 p.m. Evening Service
Message: Jeff Roth
Report & Testimony: Bruce & Janet Swang

9:00 p.m. Youth Gathering

Following the evening service the Youth are going
have a Bon Fire and Pizza Night at Steve and
Darlene Gowdy's, Shakopee. Tim and Debbe Mei
will be sharing with them.

SATURDAY, November 12

8:30 a.m. MEN’'S BREAKFAST

Join us this morning for a wonderful breakfast
together at church. We will have a great time of
fellowship as a number of our missionary friends

Around the World"
SATURDAY, November 12

12:00 p.m. WOMEN’S LUNCHEON

Our women'’s luncheon will be held at our new
church in the chapel. We will enjoy a special meal
prepared and served by some of our men. Then we
will have the missionary wives share. Sign up to
come and invite someone to join you! Cost: $5.00
e

EVENING FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS

Various individuals will be hosting fellowship
gatherings with each of our missionaries. We
encourage you to participate in one of these
fellowships and be sure to sign up.

SUNDAY, November 13

9:30 a.m. SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR

Beginner and Primary Children’s classes will

continue as usual. We will have elective classes for

all others to choose from. We have asked the

missionaries to share in greater detail about their

ministries and answer any questions you might have:
Library: Bruce & Janet Swanson

Youth Room<Cory & Kim Hodgson
Fireside Room:Jeff & Sally Roth
Chapel: Dan & Mary Sue Reed
Choir Room:Tim & Debbe Meier

10:50 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Message: Dan Reed
Report and Testimony: Jeff & Sally Roth

0o

(5:30 p.m. MISSIONS BANQUET & CLOSING
This will be an extremely memorable gathering of
€' our church family. It comes during the "season of
harvest" and carries with it great significance as we
focus upon the greatest burden of God's heart....the
harvest of souls! We will share together as families
for the banquet.
Message: Tim Meier
Report and Testimonies: Tim & Debbe Meier
and Cory & Kim Hodgson

will share from their heart. Cost: $2.50
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May God Bless You
on Your Birthday

SW\Q

11-01 Charles Peterson
11-02 Dennis Andrews
11-02 Megan Johnson
11-03 Brianna Matychuk
11-07 David Ebert
11-08 Agnes Stein
11-14 Sari Gunn
11-15 Truman Wigen
11-17 Luke Gowdy
11-17 Robert Lindgren
11-17 Evelyn Lundgren
11-21 Angie Northrop
Anniversaries

November 2 Alan & Cheryl Larson

November 6 Don & Harriet Swanson

November 13 Harold & Joyce Peterson

Missionary Birthdays
11-09 Jeff Roth 11-22 Ken Mueller
11-23 Ardys Nelson

November Birthdays

11-22 Marilynn Highland
11-22 Nathan Johnson
11-22 Shane Grund
11-22 Ken Mueller
11-22 Pearl Schwandt
11-25 Kris Anderson
11-26 Niki Zunker
11-27 Justin Myhra
11-27 Kristin Myhra
11-29 Diane Ebert
11-30 Gretchen Matychuk

&=

Announcing the engagement of
Derek Larson and Linda Cofield

A February 11, 2006 wedding is planned in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Derek’s parents are Alan
and Cheryl Larson, and Linda’s parents are John
and Fawnda Cofield from Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Announcing the engagement of
David Anderson and Rachael DesVoignes

An April 29, 2006 wedding is planned in Portage,
Michigan. David’'s parents are Bruce and Carol
Anderson, and Rachael’'s parents are Rodney and
Autumn DesVoignes, from Three Rivers, Michigan.

NEW BABY - Congratulations to Jon &
Theresa Marshall (Missionaries in Puerto
Rico with Grace Ministries, Intl.) on the
birth of Logan Michael on Sept. 29, at
8:30 a.m. He weighed in at 8 Ibs. 6 oz.
and is 20-1/2 inches long! Logan joins big brother,
Ben and big sister, Elizabeth.

Pray for
e Anothe

Praise and Prayer Requests
“Ambassadors All... Across the Street and...
Around the World”  Bethesda Church - Annual
Missions Conference - Pray for the missionaries as
they travel to be with us and pray for the Missions
Committee as they continue to plan for this event.
Refer to page 4 for a complete schedule.
AWANA CLUBS - Pray for opportunities to minister
to the children and their families in our new
neighborhood.
JIM GUEST - Jim fell and broke his hip on Oct. 27.
He had surgery and continues to recover at Fairview
Southdale Hospital. Pray for healing and physical
therapy. His home address is: 413 Blake Road,
Edina, MN 55343.
JOYCE PETERSON - Pray for Joyce as she adjusts
to living in a different building close by to Harold.
Pray for Harold and the adjustments for him too.
Their address is: 1020 E. 17th St., #836, Mpls., MN
55404.
CONRAD KNUDSON - He went home to be with the
Lord on Oct. 24 from Parkinson’s Plus disease. His
memorial service was Oct. 27 at Hope Presbyterian
Church. You can also email a message by going to:
www. caringbridge.org/visit/conradknudson  Pray
for his family and especially for his wife, Lucy. Her
address is: 5437 Queen Ave. S., Mpls., MN 55410.
JIM DANLEY - He went home to be with the Lord on
Oct. 21. His service was Oct. 25 at Crosstown
Covenant Church. Pray for his family and especially
his wife, Louise at this difficult time. Her address is:
3825 E. 55th St., Mpls., MN 55417.
HURRICANE RELIEF FUND - “On behalf of the
Grace Gospel Fellowship and our churches in
Alabama, | would like to express our gratitude to
those who have actively participated in the
Hurricane Relief Fund. During our just completed
trip to the Mobile, Alabama area, we were able to
distribute over $20,000 in relief aid to pastors
representing five grace churches.” Frosty Hansen
Note: This is an ongoing need and you may still
contribute donations. Please send your charitable
donations to: Grace Gospel Fellowship, PO Box
9432, Grand Rapids, MI 49509. Make checks out to
GGF and be sure to annotate on the memo line, "for
Hurricane Victim Relief."

Check out www.ggfusa.org for more information.
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Bible Thoughts for November

“O Lord my God, | will give thanks to you
forever.” Psalm 30:12

A Thankful Heart

The great 16th century theologian Martin Luther
once experienced a long period of worry and
despondency. One day his wife dressed in black
mourning clothes.

“Who has died?” asked Luther.

“God,” said his wife.

“God!” said Luther, horrified.

“How can you say such a thing?”

She replied, “I'm only saying what you are living.”
Luther realized that he indeed was living as if
God were no longer alive and watching over them in
love. He changed his outlook from gloom to

gratitude.

Occasionally we too live as if God were dead.
When we are discouraged, we can turn to the
Psalms. Some of the writers faced bleak and barren
times, but they had one habit in common that kept
them from being soured: giving thanks to God. For
example, David wrote, “You have turned for me my
mourning into dancing... O Lord my God, | will give
thanks to You forever” (Psalm 30:11-12).

Meeting every situation with thanksgiving isn't a
denial of trouble. It helps us see those situations
from God'’s perspective - as opportunities to discover
His power and love. Every time you express
gratitude to God in a difficult situation, you're
declaring, “God is alive!”

By Joanie Yoder
Reprinted from Our Daily Bread - May 26, 2004
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Upcoming December Dates to Remember

Ladies Christmas Tea
“Christmas... A Promise Kept”
Friday, December 2, 6:30 p.m.

Adult Choir Concert & Christmas Banquet

? ?
? ?
? ?
i Sunday, December 11, 5:30 p.m. i
? ?
? ?
& &
& &
& &

Children’s Christmas Program
“Free Gift”
Sunday, December 18, 10:50 a.m.
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A Thankful Heart

Garnett Ann Schultz

Oh, let me know a thankful heart,
A heart where love doth dwell,

Where hope and faith and lasting peace

Are known and treasured well,
An ever-understanding heart,
A strength so real and sure,
A heart that ever looks to God
To strengthen and endure.

Oh, give me a thankful heart,
That | may live each day
As though tomorrow shall not come,
No thought of yesterday -
A thankfulness for what | have,
However large or small;
Just let me know a joy complete
To live and last through all.

God, grant | have a thankful heart
For blessings rich and true
That | shall still accept my lot
With wants and wishes few.
The world is mine with all it brings,
Each lovely day so rare;

Just let me know it’s still enough
That You are ever there.

I still must keep a thankful heart,
As years will hurry by,
To know a loveliness more real
That ever lights my eye;
The richest blessing life can send,
With treasures to impatrt -
It's this | ask for evermore -
A truly thankful heart.
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We praise God for the new building we have
now and for all those who have helped to clean,
paint, renovate and fix it so we can use it for His
glory! We praise God for all the work accom-
plished over these past few weeks: it was truly
amazing! | am getting use to the wild stripes in
the youth room now!! ;) 2 Cor. 9:15 says
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”
We praise him for the gift of salvation and for
this new opportunity to reach out from our new
location so we may see many souls saved.

“Making a Positive Impact in this
World for Christ!”

Tuesday Nights: 7-8:30 p.m.
Grades 9th-12th

The mission of IMPACT (Bethesda
Senior High Youth Group) is to encour-
age others by our actions and speech,
impacting our peers with the Gospel of
the Grace of God. Motivating each other
in our daily walk, striving not to be hypo-
critical by being better listeners and more
respectful of others. Having fun by wor-
shiping and praising God...

IN ALL WE DO!

Special thanks to our leadership team:
Adriana Grund, Marcy Dugan,

Hey, have we been blessed or what!'?? Wow,
God is amazing!! He has been so good to us.
We praise God for how He has amazed us with
S0 many exciting things happening this last
month. Its been a blessing to see so many all
working together as the Body of Christ moving
and renovating our new facility.

Mark your calendars now :

Fri. Nov. 4 8 pm Sr. High Lock-In at the Church
Fri. Nov.18, 8pm Jr. High Lock-In -Games in
new Gym, Food, Movie, Fun!! Bring your
favorite snack to share. Parents pick you up at
8 am Sat.

Tues. Dec. 20, 7pm Impact Christmas Party
Wed. Dec. 21, 6:45 pm JAM Christmas Party

Tues. Jan. 10 Impact Restart for the
New Year!

Wed. Jan. 11 JAM Restart for the New Year!

Jr. Highers
Grades 7th & 8th
Get ready to JAM!

That'’s rightJAM - “Jesus & Me” at
6:45-8:15 p.m.
Every Wednesday Night!

So get ready for some awesome fun

and growing in God’s Word!

Special thanks to our leadership team:
Ray and Lori Crumb, Chris Hunter, and
Pastor Dwight and Darlene Anderson.
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New Community Outreach

" Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity,
let us do good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers.”

Gal.6:9,10

These are the verses that came to mind when |
sat down to write up what God has been doing
these last few months.

As we prayed for several years

seeking God'’s will for our church to

be more effective in reaching new

people, we have seen Him answer

in spectacular ways. As we stepped out in faith
to make this move, God had prepared hearts of
people who came to our church after hearing
that we were moving.

We have been thrilled at how
God has worked as we have
reached out to our new
community. We want to thank
our many visitation teams who
canvassed the community
before we launched our first
service and for the continued
visitation we have had visiting the new comers.

We also want to thank all those volunteers who
have been baking cookies for us to bring to
people on our visitation. We have given out
over 120 gift bags to new families that have
visited the first 3 weeks. God has been
preparing hearts and we are excited to be able
to help bring God’s love and the gospel of the
Grace of God to the many that are hungry to
hear it.

We have been very encouraged as we have
visited people and they have shared how they
are hungry for God’s word and for a Bible
teaching church like ours. God has put us in
the right place at the right time. As in Esther
4:4, we too are here for “for such a time as
this." We need to reach out to all our new
families and make
friends and connect
with them. So please
invite them over and
get to know them.
Invite them to be part
of your small group or satellite groups as they
start up later this month.

2005 Student Conference Report
Oct. 7-8, 2005

We were very blessed to be part

of this conference last month. Our

young people learned many im-

portant principles and how to

share their faith. We were able to
go around our new neighborhood and speak our
new neighbors, we did a canned food drive for
the Union Gospel Mission.

With all 1800 students at the

conference, we collected over

6 tons of food and many souls

were saved through this out-

reach! PTL! | was very proud

of our young people who shared with many peo-
ple and some graduated from PU ( persecution
university).

As a result of the conference, we would like to
form an E-team (evangelism team) that will help
our youth reach their peers with the

gospel. Please pray that many local youth will
be reached, both Jr. and Sr. High young people.
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